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In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
in Flanders fields. 

Take up your quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high, 
if ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
in Flanders fields. 

-lohnMccrae 
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Congress must be held accountable for the rising cost of 
federal regulations. By Clyde Wayne Crews Jr. 
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The war on terror guarantees America's continued presence 
in one of the world's bloodiest regions. By Ben Barber 
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Religious madrassas teach Muslim children that America 
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The founding fathers created a document that remains 
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faith and duty. 
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COVER: Maj. John McCrae of the Canadian 
Army is best known for his famous war poem 
"In Flanders Fields," written following the 
death of a friend during the 1915 battle in the 
Ypres salient. McCrae composed the poem 
while sitting in the back of an ambulance, 
looking out on a nearby cemetery filled with 
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How scary is losing your sight to 
Macular Degeneration? Spend a few 
minutes with Bob, here, and find out- 

He can't drive. He can't read prescriptions unless they're magnified 60 times. 
He uses binoculars to watch TV. And he can't even see who's at the front door. 
That's what Macular Degeneration does. It blinds more people over 65 than 
cataracts or glaucoma. And the real scary part? Most people don't know they 
have it until it's too late. Luckily there's a treatment ^T) N O V A RT I S 

OPHTHALMIC S 

that offers hope. But only if you catch it in time. www.eyefacts.org 

Call 1-800-321-1552 today to receive more free information. 




Bomb saved lives 

Ernest W. Lefever's "Stop De- 
monizing the Bomb" (March) is a 

i i great article. Those 

of us who were off 
^T^^ 1 f^k the coast of 
■M^^L Japan in August 



1945 remember 
and appreciate the 
fact that the atomic 



bombs saved our lives. 

- Douglas Perret Starr, 
College Station, Texas 

Don't bash the bomb 

It's refreshing to finally read 
something that puts the atomic 
bomb in perspective. It has been 
so demonized in the past 50 years 
that generations of Americans 
have never been exposed to an ob- 
jective and fact-based treatment of 
the weapon. Lefever correctly 
posits that the atomic bomb 
should be included in our weapons 
arsenal as are rifles, tanks and air- 
planes. They all contribute to 
peacekeeping and war deterrence. 

-Jim Bowler, Hicksville, N.Y. 

Japan's bomb plans 

By 1945, the Japanese had 
bombs in production that would 
have been able to spread germs 
along the Pacific coast. By 1946, 
they had a six-engine bomber ca- 
pable of flying from Japan to Cali- 
fornia and back. The Japanese also 
had submarines capable of launch- 
ing small planes with germ bombs 
against the coasts of California, 
Oregon and Washington. They 
even had a bomb that could release 
30,000 fleas carrying the bubonic 
plague. It had already been tested 
and was functional. Other bombs 
were created to carry diphtheria, 
typhoid and anthrax. 

Needless to say, the bomb 
saved the United States and Japan 
from even greater devastation. 

- George Weimer, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Deaths not justified 

I am sickened by Ernest W. 
Lefever's reference to a "moral 
calculus" in justifying the use of 
the atomic bomb. He says the ra- 
diation sickness and genetic dam- 
age of a few thousand people is 
justified because of the million 
lives saved. Does his calculation 

4 I May 2002 

The American Legion Magazine 



take into account the generations 
of genetic mutation caused by the 
few thousand people exposed? 

If using the atomic bomb was 
an attempt to demonstrate our na- 
tion's superior firepower in hopes 
of causing Japan to surrender, 
would not that purpose have been 
served had we dropped it on an 
uninhabited area? Did more than 
150,000 people have to die to 
prove they would die? 

- Kaleb C. Tilley, Linthicum, Md. 

American hero 

Ernest W. Lefever is wrong 
when he declares that J. Robert 
Oppenheimer's "repugnance" over 
the atomic bomb "didn't deter him 
from passing atomic secrets to So- 
viet agents." Nothing resembling 
that ever happened. 

In 1954, the Atomic Energy 
Commission - in a split decision 
and under intense scrutiny from 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy - removed 
Oppenheimer's security clearance. 
The charges were that he had pro- 
posed officially sharing atomic se- 
crets with the Soviet government, 
that he was married to an ex-com- 
munist and that he had ties with 
other former communists. 

A few years before his death, 
however, Oppenheimer was 
restored to high honor. On Dec. 2, 
1963, President Lyndon Johnson 
presented Oppenheimer with the 
Atomic Energy Commission's 
highest honor: the Enrico Fermi 
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Award, which included a gold 
medal and $50,000. 

J. Robert Oppenheimer is an 
American hero. A full apology is 
called for. 

- Murray Stadtmauer, Bayside, N.Y. 

Bring on sales tax 

Alan Keyes' article "The Injus- 
tice of Income Tax" (March) is su- 
perb. IRS regulations, codes and 
laws are the most biased, discrimi- 
nating and bulky mountain of 
muddy language in existence. An 
all-inclusive national sales tax 
would save billions. The govern- 
ment would then have enough re- 
sources to fulfill its contract with 
veterans. 

- O. Wendell Pickle, Danielsville, Ga. 

At what cost? 

Alan Keyes misses one impor- 
tant point concerning a national 
sales tax: what percentage will it 
start out at? If the tax starts at 10 
percent, how long will it be before 
the tyrants in Washington raise it 
to 15 percent, then to 20 percent, 
then to 40 percent? With President 
Bush spending billions pursuing 
terrorists, I can only imagine the 
nightmare of a national sales tax 
set so high that the working-class 
poor will only get poorer. 

- Ken L Jones, Alexandria, Ky. 

Endangered America 

I read Alan W. Dowd's article 
"No Place to Go" (March). My 
family lives near what used to be 
Eaker Air Force Base in Arkansas. 
Yes, the B-52 bombers were loud 
when they would leave and return, 
but you knew that well-trained ser- 
vicemen were aboard to protect 
the United States and its people. 

After the Sept. 11 terrorist at- 
tacks, it should be plain to us that 
we need that protection. If we 
can't provide space for our troops 
to train, Americans may become 
the endangered species. 

- Susan Elliott, Blytheville, Ark. 

Foolish idea 

I could hardly believe my eyes 
when I read about the bill to es- 
tablish a Department of Peace 
(Washington Watch, March) . Have 
our representatives nothing better 
to do than dream up this kind of 
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wasteful claptrap? 

The right to bear arms, includ- 
ing handguns, is guaranteed. 
What oversight is needed for this 
right at a departmental level? 

It's amazing to me that so 
many people feel federal jurisdic- 
tion somehow equates to more 
compassion, more wisdom or a 
higher moral level than mere state 
or local jurisdiction. We need to 
shrink, not expand, federal power. 

- Michael L. Tomany, Brigham City, Utah 

Duplication of effort 

A Department of Peace? We 
already have one. It's called the 
U.S. military. 

- Frank Schweitzer, Bradley, Ark. 

Money before honor 

Regarding "U.S. Neglecting Do- 
mestic Needs?" (Big Issues, 
March), I wouldn't listen too much 
to what Rep. Cynthia McKinney, 
D-Ga., has to say. When New York 
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani tore up 
the $10 million charity check from 
the Saudi prince who blamed the 
tragedy on America's policies, it 
was McKinney who wrote to the 
prince asking if she could have the 
gift. She's proof that money comes 
before honor and patriotism for 
liberal politicians. 

- John Collins, Independence, Ky 

Forgotten vet 

North Korea gets $52 billion in 
food. I get $424 a month from SSI 
and $343 a month for a 30-percent, 
service-connected disability - a 
grand total of $767 a month for my 
wife and me. Three VA psycholo- 
gists and two VA psychiatrists have 
confirmed I have post-traumatic 
stress disorder. I haven't been able 
to work since June 1993. The VA 
has me taking 100 mg of Zoloft, six 
50-mg tablets of Trazadone and 
three 10-mg tablets of Valium a day. 
Yet it's failed to act on my claim. 

What's wrong with this situa- 
tion? The government sure wanted 
us to fight for our country. But af- 
ter we're discharged, they forget 
about us. At a time when patriot- 
ism is running high, don't forget 
those of us who paid a price to 
defend our country. Will those de- 
fending it now be forgotten, too? 

- William T. Floyd, Will its, Calif. 
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Find the funds 

It's disgusting that the Bush 
administration has yet to fund 
concurrent receipt. Our govern- 
ment recently pledged $300 mil- 
lion to the Afghan government. 
Every year we give billions to oth- 
er countries, many of which are 
hellbent on destroying us. It's time 
the federal government stops this 
blatant discrimination against 
those who defended our country 
with years of honorable service. 

- Lewis E. Pugh, Mesa, Ariz. 

Out to get guns 

Thanks for "The Second 
Amendment: A Closer Look" (Feb- 
ruary) . It was quite revealing to 
hear the logic of Sarah Brady. The 
meaning of the Second Amend- 
ment, which has been debated for 
the past century without definitive 
resolution, seems much simpler 
with Brady's help: it protects the 
National Guard by prohibiting the 
government from disarming the 
government. 

Brady says violent crime, par- 
ticularly gun crime, is at a 30-year 
low. So what's the problem? Some 
folks still have guns. 

- Larry Fox, Missoula, Mont. 

Mob mentality 

To register and be able to track 
weapons is no more onerous than 
registering motor vehicles. Both 
can be lethal when misused or put 
in the hands of incompetent peo- 
ple or criminals. 

What surprises me is how the 
Legion has bought into the 
National Rifle Association's party 
line hook, line and sinker with 
Resolution No. 335. Although the 
Legion does many fine things for 
communities and country, this is- 
n't one of them. It sounds like the 
mob mentality prevailed at the 
2000 convention. 

- H.A. Frost, Laurie, Mo. 

Still on board 

As long as Resolution No. 335 
stands, so will my dues. 

- Tom E. Sellers, Jefferson, Texas 

Fuzzy math 

The numbers accompanying 
the article "Amtraking Across 
America" (March) intrigue me. 



Out of the 23.4 million boardings 
last year, 19.4 million were in five 
out of Amtrak's 512 stations. This 
indicates these five stations - New 
York, Newark, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington and Chicago - generated 
82.5 percent of revenue, while the 
remaining 507 stations generated 
17.5 percent. 

It's time for Congress to take a 
look at our tax dollars at work. 

- Thomas E. Carr, Natick, Mass. 

No apologies 

I was pleased to finally see a 
Muslim take some responsibility 
for the actions and attitudes of oth- 
er Muslims ("Islam Can't Escape 
Blame for Sept. 11," February). 
Politicians from the president on 
down are stepping all over them- 
selves to tell us what a great reli- 
gion Islam is, no doubt fearing a 
loss of Mideast oil. Yet from Islam, 
we hear no apologies for the mur- 
ders carried out in its name. All we 
hear are the usual diatribes against 
Israel and the United States. 

- George O'Hagan, East Green bush, N.Y. 

Fish came first 

After reading "Sucker Punched" 
(February) , it seems to me the vet- 
eran was taken in by putting his 
faith in the government, only to be 
informed by the federal court that 
the Endangered Species Act of 
1973 was stronger than the gov- 
ernment's guarantee to provide 
water for farmers. It appears fish 
are more important to the Ameri- 
can way of life than the veteran. 

- C.H. Holtcamp, Denver 

Power trip 

If the sucker fish disappeared 
from the face of the earth tomor- 
row, probably less than 200 people 
worldwide would notice its pass- 
ing. They serve no useful purpose 
except as a power trip for environ- 
mentalists. Millions of Americans 
are being made to suffer because 
the Endangered Species Act says 
every species must be saved for 
posterity. Think where we'd be if 
these people had been around 
during the age of the dinosaurs. It 
wasn't God's plan that every 
species should survive forever, 
and it shouldn't be man's. 

- Paul V. Collins, Franklin, Tenn. 
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commanders message 



Remember our new heroes 




National 
Commander 
Richard J. Santos 

Chase Studios 

As veterans, we 
set an example 
by honoring 
Americans in 
uniform killed 
today - and, God 
forbid, tomorrow 
or any day 
thereafter. 




Army Sgt. 1st Class Nathan Ross 
Chapman, 31, worked as a com- 
munications specialist handling 
long-range equipment for 1st Special 
Forces Group at Fort Lewis, Wash. His 
13 years of military service included as- 
signments in Japan, Panama, Haiti and 
the Persian Gulf. 

Chapman joined the Army immedi- 
ately after high school and never looked 
back. His parents, Will and Lynn Chap- 
man of Georgetown, Texas, say their son 
had a deep love for his country and con- 
sidered the military a second family. 

His Special Forces buddies describe 
"Nate" as a soldier 
who relished chal- 
lenges, both physical 
and mental. He took 
seriously his respon- 
sibilities as a father 
to Amanda, 2, and 
Brandon, 1. 

Because of those 
responsibilities, 
Chapman - after vol- 
unteering to go to 
Afghanistan in the 
aftermath of Sept. 11 
- told his wife he 
would change his 
mind about the mis- 
sion if she wanted 
him to stay. 

"I asked him, 
'How important is it? 
Do you want to go?'" 
Renae Chapman re- 
called. "And he said, 
Tes, it is ... I have to 
go.'" Chapman then 




reminded his wife 
that he might not 
return. 

That exchange 
was all the preparation Renae had before 
hearing the news, as described on Jan. 4 
by CNN: "A U.S. Special Forces soldier 
was killed by small-arms fire in eastern 
Afghanistan on Friday, the first member 
of the U.S. military to die from hostile 
fire during the three-month-old conflict. 

"Gen. Tommy Franks, the head of 
U.S. Central Command, said the soldier 
was on a mission 'to coordinate with 
local tribal elements in the vicinity' of 
Gardez and Khowst. Both are towns in 



Sgt. 1st Class Nathan Ross Chapman, the 
first U.S. soldier to be killed by enemy fire in 
the war on terrorism, volunteered for the 
mission in Afghanistan. Courtesy Fort Lewis 



eastern Afghanistan where U.S. forces 
are working with Afghan forces to track 
down any Taliban or al-Qaida fighters 
trying to flee into Pakistan. 

"The Pentagon identified the Green 
Beret as Sgt. 1st Class Nathan Ross 
Chapman of San Antonio, Texas." 

If anyone thinks President George W. 
Bush's talk of American sacrifice in the 
war on terrorism is rhetoric, ask Renae 
Chapman. Ask the commanders who 
have lost young men in military 
accidents. Ask the families of the eight 
soldiers killed during Operation Anacon- 
da in March, the mountain assault on 

Taliban and al-Qaida 
fighters. 

Their responses 
will tell you what 
Memorial Day 2002 
means to them - 
and what it should 
mean to us. 

This year, we will 
look to past wars 
and conflicts in hon- 
oring those who 
died defending our 
country. And as vet- 
erans, we set an ex- 
ample by honoring 
Americans in uni- 
form killed today - 
and, God forbid, to- 
morrow or any day 
thereafter. 

We have a rare 
opportunity this 
Memorial Day, with 
America at war, to 
tell the nation about 
the great company 
into which these he- 
roes have fallen - 
and to join in 
mourning with their families, knowing 
firsthand the experience of losing a fa- 
ther, a brother or a son. 

I believe our president when he says 
America can expect more losses. When 
it comes to freedom, the fight is never 
over - a fact of which Nathan Ross 
Chapman was well aware. He also knew 
if he were to die in battle, America 
would not forget the price he paid. Let 
these thoughts guide our observances 
this Memorial Day. 
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Veterans Commemoratives Announces its Official 



UNITED STATUS MILITARY 



DRESS POCKET WATCHES 



Featuring Your Full Color Military Service Emblem, 
Engraved With Your Name, Rank, Serial Number and Years of Service 



We are pleased to honor your service to Country by issuing a i 
unique Veterans Commemorative Military Dress Pocket Watch. 

The watch is precision quartz for years of accurate 
timekeeping. Easy to read 24 hour Military time dial. 

The watchcase is beautifully /x^^^^^ 
finished in 22 karat gold. 

Each Military Emblem is sculpted in high M 
relief detailed with full color hand- / 
enameling and gold plating. jlm 

It's "Thank You" priced at just //■ 

$65.00* plus $4.50* for engraving, «>. 

shipping and handling. Your ft 

Satisfaction is Guaranteed \ 
or Your Money Back! 





Complete with 1 2" chain and pouch with beltloop, 

Military Pocket Watch- Veterans Commemoratives 
1250 Easton Road, Suite 290, Horsham, PA 19044 
□ YES! I wish to order my Military Pocket Watch, 

personalized as follows: (Check choice. Please print clearly.) 

PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN 

Service Branch: □ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine □ Coast Guard 

Full Name: 

Rank: Years Served: 19 - 

Serial Number: 

I wish to pay as follows: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 65.00* as payment in full. OR, 

□ Charge my Credit Card $ 65.00* as payment in full. 

*Plus $ 4.50 shipping & handling and engraving **PA residents add 6% state sales tax. 



ORDER FORM 



Credit Card# 



□ Visa □ MasterCard or □ AMEX 

(Pease print clearly.) 

Signature 



Exp.Date_ 



J_ 



MONTH YEAR 



Daytime Phone Number(_ 

Name 

Address 

City 



_State_ 



-Zip 
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big issues 



increased funding for the arts 



SUPPORT 




Rep. Jerrold Nadler 

D-N.Y. 



Funding for the arts is one of 
the best investments our gov- 
ernment makes. In purely eco- 
nomic terms, it generates a re- 
turn that would make any Wall 
Street investor jealous. For a 
fraction of 1 percent of the fed- 
eral budget, the National En- 
dowment for the Arts supports 
a thriving non-profit arts indus- 
try that generates more than $36 billion annually, 
1.3 million full-time jobs and returns $3.4 billion in 
federal taxes each year. 

The arts are not just an economic engine. They 
also provide the emotional and spiritual lift we have 

all needed since Septem- 



"Afew years ago, 
Chamber Music 
America turned a 
$300,000 NEA 
grant into more 
than $4 million in 
private funding!' 



ber, helping us heal in 
profound ways. In the 
wake of the attacks on 
our nation, people 
flocked to theaters, mu- 
sic halls and museums 
for a sense of community 
and emotional release. 
The arts also are a criti- 
cal tool in promoting cul- 
tural understanding, 
something that is sorely needed in the world today. 

Opponents of the NEA sometimes point to a few 
controversial projects as a reason the entire agency 
should be eliminated. We must understand that 
sometimes the best art is outrageous and thought- 
provoking. Some of the greatest artists in history 
were the most controversial of their day. 

Opponents say public funding is unnecessary 
since private funding of the arts exists. However, 
the role of the NEA in leveraging this private fund- 
ing cannot be underestimated. For example, a few 
years ago Chamber Music America turned a 
$300,000 NEA grant into more than $4 million in 
private funding. Without public support as a cata- 
lyst, it might have received nothing. 

Unfortunately, today the NEA is being funded at 
a level 40 percent less than a decade ago. When we 
limit funding, we also limit the agency's work in 
expanding the reach of 



Rep. Cliff Stearns 

R-Fla. 



OPPOSE 




'Increasing 
federal funding 
will not alter 
significantly the 
quantity nor 
quality of the arts. 



the NEA to underserved 
areas, the educational 
programs that teach chil- 
dren valuable lifelong 
skills, and the ability of 
organizations to share 
their exhibitions and 
performances with the 
rest of America through 
national tours. 



YOUR OPINIONS COUNT 

Senators and representatives are interested in 
constituent viewpoints. You may express your views 
in writing at the following addresses: 



The Honorable (name) 

U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: (202) 224-3121 



Marcel Proust outlined the 
importance of art when he said, 
"Only through art can we get 
outside ourselves and know an- 
other's view of the universe." Art 
is a form of communication 
where artists share their visions 
with observers, and our culture is 
enriched through these works. 

Because of its importance, 
the federal government supports some 200 
programs for the arts and humanities and spent 
nearly $1 billion on them last year. Taxpayers sup- 
port the National Endowment for the Arts, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, Museum Services, 
Kennedy Center, Arts in 
Education and other pro- 
grams, including the new 
Challenge America Arts 
Fund. Given the slow 
economy, the war on ter- 
rorism and the growing 
costs of homeland secu- 
rity, the federal govern- 
ment should not increase 
funding for the arts. 

Each year the debate in Congress on arts fund- 
ing centers on the NEA, which will receive $98.2 
million this year to support its programs. Since its 
start in 1965, the NEA has spent more than $3.6 
billion in taxpayer money to advance the arts. Yet, 
are the arts substantially better now than they were 
before 1965? 

Compared with the $10 billion a year the private 
sector provides the arts, the government contribu- 
tion is negligible. Increasing federal funding will not 
alter significantly the quantity nor quality of the 
arts. In fact, NEA dollars have supported offensive, 
pornographic and wasteful projects. One example of 
this waste is the poem "lighght." That is not the ti- 
tle or a typing error; that is the actual poem at a 
cost of $1,500 to the taxpayers through the NEA. 

Federal funding is not essential to the arts. A feder- 
al bureaucracy should not determine what is art and 
which projects deserve funding. The noted American 

painter John Sloan (1871- 
1951) once said, "It would 
be fine to have a Ministry 
of Fine Arts - then we'd 
know where the enemy 
is." The arts have flour- 
ished for centuries without 
government support, and 
they will continue to 
thrive without additional 
federal dollars. 



The Honorable (name) 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Suffer From Back Pain? 
Forget Springs! 





Sleep Better on Air 5 

If you're sleeping on a traditional innerspring mattress, 
your back is taking a beating every night! But from the moment 
you lie down on The Sleep Number Bed by Select Comfort™, every 
inch of your body is cushioned and more properly supported on 
individual chambers of air that never poke or prod. Plus, the patented 
technology of a SLEEP NUMBER® bed lets each of you adjust the comfort 
and firmness on your side of the bed. Extra firm to feather soft, you select 
the comfort and firmness that feels best to you... your Sleep Number®. 

Clinically proven to relieve back 
pain and improve sleep quality 

In two independent clinical studies conducted 
at Stanford and Duke Universities, 
participants fell asleep faster, 



Metal coil mattresses can create uncomfortable pressure points 
and uneven support over time. 



77% 

Discovered 
increased energy 



89% 



Reported improved 
sleep quality 



93% 

Experienced 
back-pain relief 




^^^^^ 




87% 




Fell asleep 




faster and 




experienced 




deeper sleep 


A 



90% 

Reported 
reduced aches 
and pains 



slept more soundly, and 
awoke more refreshed in 
the morning. Sophisticated 
pressure-map testing proves 
that on a Sleep Number® 
bed the pressure points 
that can cause aches and 
pains are virtually eliminated. 

Experts and owners agree: 

"There is a direct link between the sleep that you get and the quality of 
health that you live. The Sleep Number® bed delivers a better quality sleep 
because it helps sustain proper spinal alignment while you sleep. " 
-Dr. David Kolbaba, Chiropractic Physician 

"The Sleep Number® bed has changed my husband's life! He has osteoarthritis 
of the back and had not slept well for years . Now, after sleeping on our 
new Sleep Number® bed, he gets out of bed, smiles and grabs his golf 
clubs. This is a new man! Thanks a million!" 
-S. O'Brien, California 




The Sleep Number® bed cushions you with its unique air-chamber 
design. It adjusts to your body to more properly support your back 
and spine, reducing uncomfortable pressure points. 

30-NIGHT 
IN-HOME TRIAL! 

Call 1-800-831-1211 for your FREE information 
kit. In it, you'll find full details about our amazing Better 
Sleep Guarantee and our full 30-Night In-Home Trial. 




1-800-831- 

ext. 28523 


1211 I 


i Yes! Please rush me a 
J FREE Video and Brochure 




i Name 




1 Address 1 


! Citv State 


Zip 


i Phone E-mail i 



Ext. 28523 



SELECT COMFORJ 9 

Innovators of the Sleep Number - bed 



Mail to: Select Comfort • 6105 Trenton Lane N., Minneapolis, MN 55442 



Call Now! For a FREE Video & Brochure 



A description of various clinical research studies are available by calling 1-800-831-1211. 
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Commandments 



BY CLYDE WAYNE CREWS JR. 



Tax Freedom Day, the day the average 
American stops working for the gov- 
ernment, fell on May 3 last year. But 
that was not when people started working 
for themselves, not when you add up the 
government costs that don't count as taxes. 

The economy has been swamped with 
costly health, safety and environmental 
regulations. And those regulations are 
growing. Despite its wild-west, freewheel- 
ing reputation, the still-new Internet - like 
much of the rest of the economy - is sub- 
ject to substantial regulation from Washing- 
ton and the states. And the 107th Congress 
has already tangled with privacy and unso- 
licited e-mail "spam," as well as the alleged 
digital divide and Internet gambling. 

While Americans can tell how much 
they pay in income, payroll and excise tax- 
es by glancing at the federal budget - it's 
online at http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
omb/budget/index.html - regulations are 
different. You pay them, but the costs are 
hidden - kind of like off-budget taxes. 

Estimates put 2000 federal regulatory 
costs of all stripes - environmental, 
social, economic and paperwork costs - 
at about $788 billion. How much is 
$788 billion? 

It's 44 percent of the $1.8 tril- 
tcA ^ lion federal budget. 



It's more than the economic output of 
Canada, which totaled $581 billion in 
1998. It's more than double the gross na- 
tional product of Mexico. 

Sometimes reason prevails. The Labor 
Department's costly 600-page "ergonom- 
ics" rule targeting repetitive-motion 
injuries was halted by Congress last year, 
the only exercise so far of the little-used 
Congressional Review Act that offers Con- 
gress an opportunity to pass a "resolution 
of disapproval" to strike down question- 
able regulations. But new regulatory pro- 
posals are always having to be dealt with. 
In April 2001, final regulations applied to 
U.S. agencies require that federal employ- 
ees and disabled citizens have access to 
information technologies comparable to 
those without disabilities. Could such ac- 
cess regulations next visit the private sec- 
tor, and at what cost? 

Home-office workers had a close call in 
2000 when the Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration proposed subjecting 
home offices to labor-department regulation. 

Imagine the fiasco as Washington de- 
scends upon the home office: "Sorry 
ma'am, that housecoat belt is too long. 
You could trip. And that cat has got to go." 

The trial balloon was rescinded, but to- 
day's outrageous idea becomes tomorrow's 
regulation. OSHA's proposal represents bu- 
reaucratic creep at its worst. The problems 
that OSHA was allegedly designed to fix - 
unsafe workplaces - obviously dis- 
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appear with an innovation called 
"telecommuting/' Does the gov- 
ernment acknowledge its obsoles- 
cence, offering to step aside and 
reduce its regulatory scope? No, it 
proposes to regulate the home. 

Yet the problem is more than 
one of simply regulating the 
wrong or trivial hazards. Some 
regulations threaten to cost more 
lives than they save by creating 
perverse behavioral incentives. 
An example is the Federal Avia- 
tion Administration's discovery 
that by requiring children to wear 
seatbelts on airliners, a strong 
possibility existed that parents 
would forego the required 
purchase of an extra ticket and 
simply take to the highways in- 
stead. Since highways pose more 
of a risk than air travel, the regu- 
lation could potentially cause 
more deaths than it prevents. 

Cost Control. Regulations run the 
gamut between rather cheap to 
cripplingly expensive and seem- 
ingly devoid of benefits. In the 
early 1990s, the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget calculated that 
the EPA's trihalomethane drink- 
ing-water standards cost $200,000 
per premature death averted. On 
the other hand, another EPA water 
standard - the atrazine/alachlor 
drinking-water standard - costs 
an incredible $92.1 billion per 
death averted. 

Regulations often target minute 
risks at significant cost. To the 
extent regulation reduces produc- 
tivity and costs jobs in the aggre- 
gate economy, it also reduces in- 
comes and the ability to afford a 
healthier, more secure lifestyle. To 
the extent consumers are made 
poorer, they may forego preven- 
tive health care, healthier food, 
bigger cars, air bags, safety equip- 
ment like smoke detectors and 
fire extinguishers, and adequate 
insurance coverage. 

Controlling regulatory cost is 
important in our newfound envi- 
ronment of budget surpluses. A 
balanced-budget imperative might 
impel Congress to increase regula- 
tory burdens as an alternative to 
spending money it does not have. 

The key to regaining control is 
to hold the regulatory state to at 
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If regulation is added 
to the amount families 
pay in federal state 
and local taxes, more 
than half the family's 
paycheck is absorbed 
by government at 
various levels. 

least the imperfect standards of 
representative government we de- 
mand of taxing and spending. 
That means eliminating "regula- 
tion without representation." 

Excessive delegation of legisla- 
tive power to unelected bureau- 
crats violates the constitutional 
principle of representative gov- 
ernment. Rather, Congress and 
the president should be required 
to positively affirm agency regu- 
lations, at least on an expedited 
basis. A drive to halt regulation 
without representation presents a 
golden opportunity to turn regu- 
latory reform into a populist 
term-limits-style issue, rather 
than the dry costs-vs. -benefits 
debate that usually defines regu- 
latory reform. 

Professor Thomas D. Hopkins 
of the Rochester Institute of Tech- 
nology breaks regulatory costs 
down into three categories: social 
regulations (environmental and 
health and safety rules), econom- 
ic regulations (price and entry 
controls on business), and paper- 
work regulations (primarily tax 
compliance) . Each category com- 
prises roughly a third of the total. 

How does the $788 billion in 
regulatory costs stack up against 
government spending? For starters, 
it was six times the size of 2000's 
$124 billion federal budget 
surplus. It rivaled the $829 billion 
in individual income taxes paid in 
1998. And, amazingly, pre-tax cor- 
porate profits - $718 billion in 
1998 - fail to meet the total Ameri- 
cans pay each year in regulations. 
Indeed, America's regulatory bur- 
den of 8 percent of the gross do- 
mestic product exceeds the size of 
many entire national economies. 



Canada's GDP of $595 billion in 
1997 and that of Mexico's $349 
billion in 1997 are both less than 
what regulation costs the public. 

Impact on Family Budget. Al- 
though regulatory costs are im- 
posed directly on companies, they 
get passed on to consumers, like 
hidden taxes. They take the form 
of higher prices for consumer 
products, bigger grocery and utili- 
ty bills, higher health and housing 
costs, and increases in state and 
local taxes. 

In the case of the average 
two-earner family of four, the av- 
erage after-tax income in 1998 
was $41,846, according to the Tax 
Foundation. That means about 18 
percent of the family's after-tax 
income goes toward regulatory 
costs. Regulatory costs exceed 
spending on every item in the 
budget except housing - more 
than medical expenses, food, 
transportation, recreation, cloth- 
ing and savings. 

If regulation is added to the 
amount families pay in federal, 
state and local taxes, more than 
half the family's paycheck is ab- 
sorbed by government at various 
levels. In fact, assuming families 
pay all costs of government be- 
fore keeping a dollar for 
themselves, the average family in 
2000 did not begin working for 
itself until June 16. 

Rising Tide of Rules. Adminis- 
tering the regulatory state isn't 
free. According to the Center for 
the Study of American Business, 
budgeted enforcement spending 
for social and economic regulato- 
ry programs by 54 departments 
and agencies hit $19 billion in 
fiscal year 2000 - a 7-percent in- 
crease over the previous year. 
The CSAB estimates that the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency 
alone accounts for about one- 
third of this spending. 

The Federal Register, the most 
often-cited gauge of regulation, is 
the daily depository of all 
proposed and final federal rules. 
During the past decade, the num- 
ber of Register pages has climbed, 
reaching 74,256 pages in 2000. 
That's the highest level since Jim- 



Celebrate the American Spirit 

America is known around the world as the champion of freedom. And 
throughout our history, we have been a nation that stands together to ensure 
that the light of freedom continues to shine brightly. 

Now embrace the spirit of America with "United We Stand," an inspiring 
tribute that forever captures the glory of our nation and its unyielding 
strength. Available exclusively from Hamilton, this triumph in sculptural art 
embodies the strength of the American spirit, which is as enduring as our 
country's most powerful symbols, the American bald eagle and Old Glory. 

Brilliantly crafted of sparkling crystalline, "United We Stand," combines a 
dramatic sculptural portrait of our regal national bird with an awe-inspiring, 
crystalline canvas backdrop of the New York skyline. Every intricate detail 
shimmers with an infusion of light, from the bald eagle's powerful wings 
unfurled over our proud flag to his piercing gaze and determined expression. 

As always, you order risk-free! So, celebrate our proud American spirit. 
Reply today! 



collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Hamilton Collection and All Things Collectible 



©2002 HC. All Rights Reserved. 



TheHamiltonCollection 

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, IL 60714-1300 

Please Respond Promptly 

Please accept my order for "United We Stand" for 
the issue price of $39.95*. I need send no money 
now. I will be billed with shipment. 

Limit: one per collector. 

Signature 



Ms. /Mrs. /Mr. . 
Address 



City _ 
State 



_Zip_ 



Telephone ( ) _ 



86538-E94901 

*Add $4.99 for shipping and handling. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed 
appropriate sales tax. All orders must be signed and are subject to credit approval. 
Edition limited to 295 casting days. 
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my Carter's presidency and a 4- 
percent jump over 1999. 

The federal Regulatory Infor- 
mation Service Center's biannual 
Unified Agenda of Federal Regula- 
tions is a planning document de- 
tailing new regulations in the 
works at roughly 60 federal de- 
partments, agencies and commis- 
sions. One might think of it as a 
barometer of what's in the regula- 
tory pipeline at a given time. 

The total number of regulations 

- approved or planned - in the 
agenda has exceeded 4,400 for 
more than a decade. After a peak 
of 5,119 in October 1994, the total 
number of rules declined, yet still 
stood at 4,699 in October 2000. 
The greatest number of rules 
come from the Transportation De- 
partment (536), the Treasury De- 
partment (450), the EPA (449), the 
Interior Department (418) and the 
Department of Commerce (390). 

Scattered among 2000's 4,699 
rules are 158 classified as "eco- 
nomically significant," meaning 
they will impose new yearly recur- 
ring costs of at least $100 million 
apiece. Thus total new regulatory 
costs of at least $15.8 billion each 
year - 158 rules multiplied by 
$100 million - are on the way. 
These costs accumulate on top of 
Hopkins' $788 billion estimate. 

Regulatory Report Card. Improv- 
ing disclosure for regulations need 
not entail a protracted legislative 
fight. Incremental steps that sum- 
marize already available but scat- 
tered data can go a long way to- 
ward transforming today's "regu- 
late first, ask questions later" 
culture into one of maximum dis- 
closure and accountability. 

Also, an analysis of the agen- 
da's 4,000-plus rules could be of- 
ficially summarized each year, 
perhaps as a chapter in the Feder- 
al Budget or the Economic Report 
of the President. An appropriate 
summary presentation and analy- 
sis might be a "regulatory report 
card." That alone would make 
the copious agenda vastly more 
useful. Agencies could break up 
economically significant rules - 
those costing at least $100 million 

- into categories representing in- 
creasing costs. 
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Regulatory Report Card 

The following data should be summarized and disclosed by program, agency and 
grand total: 



■ Numbers of economically significant 
($100 million plus) rules 

■ Numbers of remaining rules 

■ Numbers of major and minor rules that 
contain cost estimates 




■ Tallies of cost estimates that exist, with 
subtotals by agencies and grand total 

■ Numbers/percentages of major and 
minor rules without cost estimates 

■ Short explanation of ratio and primary 
reason for lack of cost estimates 

■ Numbers of major and minor rules 
required by statute 

■ Numbers of final rule documents 
published 

■ Numbers of Federal Register pages 
devoted to final and proposed rules 

■ Five-year historical tables for all 
the above 



Such truth in packaging can 
promote reforms to limit delega- 
tion and impel agencies to com- 
pete in terms of the number of 
lives they save rather than retreat 
within their own square. The idea 
would be to improve what's 
known about regulatory costs. 

Presenting the percentages of 
rules with and without benefit cal- 
culations would quickly reveal 
whether or not the defenders of 
regulation can legitimately argue 
that unaccountable regulation is 
doing more good than harm. 

Another important benefit of a 
report card is that it would quickly 
expose the extent to which 
Congress bears responsibility for 
the regulatory burden. Congress 
itself imposed many of the major 
rule statutory deadlines that make 
aggressive streamlining at the 
agency level difficult or impossible. 

In an important sense, agencies 
can hardly be faulted for not 
guaranteeing net benefits. Con- 
gress deliberately delegates law- 
making power to unelected agen- 
cies, then fails to require that they 
make any guarantee of net bene- 
fits. Since few measures of agency 
"productivity" exist other than 
budget size and numbers of regu- 
lations, agencies thus face incen- 
tives to expand their turf by regu- 
lating. When elected representa- 
tives shirk their duty to make the 
tough calls themselves, it is hard 
to blame agencies for emphasiz- 



ing the very regulating they were 
set up to do and downplaying the 
cost-benefit analyses that work 
against their own self-interests. 

Any reform that relies on agen- 
cies policing themselves ultimately 
falls short. Since agencies are in- 
herently unaccountable to voters, 
an annual regulatory report card is 
a start - but it is not enough. In- 
stead, making Congress directly 
accountable for every dollar of reg- 
ulatory costs by requiring it to vote 
on agencies' final rules would be 
an achievement in accountability. 

Congress should have power 
over regulations now controlled 
by agencies. That should be the 
goal of regulatory reform. Such 
votes need not bog Congress 
down; agency regulations can be 
voted on as a group. Approval of 
new regulations can be given by 
voice vote rather than by roll call. 
If Congress can begin ensuring 
transparency and disclosure and 
taking responsibility for the 
growth of the regulatory state, 
that will set the stage for a fairer 
and more rational regulatory sys- 
tem, one that halts "regulation 
without representation." □ 

Clyde Wayne Crews Jr. is director 
of technology policy at the CATO 
Institute. 

Illustration: Stephen F. Hayes 
Article design: King Doxsee 



Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 




NEW! Motorized Model Now Available! 



Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter® Retractable Awning! 

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on.. .baked 
out... or just plain ruined by unpredictable weather. 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the 
weather on your deck or patio! It's the incredible SunSetter® Retractable 
Awning! A simple... easy-to-use.. .& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio more.. .rain or shine! 

The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun.. .or sudden showers! Plus it's 
incredibly easy to use... opening & closing effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 

^ a _ So, stop struggling with the weather... 
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Less Than 30 Seconds! 



Just pull on the handy strap & your 
SunSetter® unrolls effortlessly! 






You choose full sun, partial shade or 
total protection in just seconds! 



FREE Catalog & Video 
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Special Savings now in effect... TO DAY! 
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The Middle-East 




As peace broker, investor and enemy 
of terrorism, America has a long past 
in the land of perpetual conflict 



BY BEN BARBER 

We have all seen - over and 
over - images of the terri- 
ble destruction caused by 
terrorists who flew three hijacked 
airliners into the Pentagon and the 
World Trade Center. Those images - 
as well as the wreckage in Pennsyl- 
vania - stand as proof that the Unit- 
ed States, no matter how much it 
has in the past tried to stay aloof, 
cannot escape its thorny relationship 
with the Middle East. Now we're in 
a new kind of war because of it. 

About 20 years ago, I learned 
firsthand about America's deep in- 
volvement in the Middle East. Tak- 
ing a break from reporting on Egypt 
and Israel, I went trekking on the 
Sinai Peninsula, following the 
wadis, or dry riverbeds, tracing the 
tracks of lizards, rodents and birds 
amid overwhelming silence and 
wind, a place where prophets went 
to encounter visions of God. Sud- 
denly, rising over a mound, I saw a 
camouflage hat followed by a 
blackened face and finally the rest 
of a fully armed American soldier, 
tromping steadily forward in the 
110-degree heat. 

A half-dozen yards behind him 
came another, and then another. On 
both shoulders of a road stretching 
across the Sinai Desert I watched 
them come, the first of several hun- 
dred American troops sent to certify 
that Egyptians and Israelis would 
keep their peace agreement made at 
Camp David in 1979. 

Today, U.S. troops are still there, 
although prior to the Sept. 11 
attacks Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld openly asked if they 
should be brought home as part of 



his "less-tail-and-more- 
tooth" review of U.S. 
commitments abroad. 
But those troops have 
so far fared better than 
the U.S. Marines de- 
ployed by President 
Reagan in 1982 to 
quell a civil war in 
Beirut, Lebanon. A 
suicide truck-bomb 
attack, probably 
launched by Lebanese 
terrorists backed by 
the anti- American Is- 
lamic Revolution in 
Iran, killed 241 in Oc- 
tober 1983, and Iran 
remains a nemesis. 

The presence of 
U.S. troops in Sinai 
and Beirut, and the 
ongoing deployment 
of thousands more in 
the Middle East and 
aboard U.S. warships 
in the region, is a sign that the Unit- 
ed States is deeply linked to the se- 
curity of that part of the world. U.S. 
troops in the region continued to 
die in recent years - about 200 in 
the Gulf War, another 19 at Khobar 
Towers in Saudi Arabia in 1996 and 
17 more aboard the USS Cole in 
Yemen last year. 

Many Americans wonder why 
U.S. troops are under attack in the 
Middle East and why the United 
States spends so much cash and 
energy on the region. Some say 
America should be more detached. 
Others say the United States 
should be more supportive of the 
Arabs or the Israelis. Chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Joseph Biden, D-Del., re- 



Soldiers of the 82nd Airborne Division participate in a 
competition in Egypt's Sinai Desert. u.s.Arm y 



skills 



cently said the United States 
should "not allow any daylight to 
appear" between it and Israel. 

In fact, President George W. 
Bush came into office saying he 
would end the Clinton administra- 
tion policy of close, intense involve- 
ment in the Middle East peace 
process. It had led, after all, to a 
breakdown in talks and a Palestin- 
ian uprising that shredded a decade 
of progress. But Bush and Secretary 
of State Colin Powell have been un- 
able to avoid getting dragged into 
the fight. Both sides seek America's 
understanding and support. 

Family Feud. An American visitor 
to the Middle East often feels as if 
he's stepped into the middle of a 
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'We will never accept the Jews in the Middle 
East - they are the evil seed'/ hissed an Arab 
businessman one night after an otherwise perfectly 
friendly dinner 



family feud. In Arab lands, one 
feels extremely welcome. I've been 
told - from Marrakesh, Morocco, 
to Cairo, Egypt - that while Euro- 
peans are often stiff and rather 
class-conscious in the Arab world, 
Americans have been more open 
and genuine in extending their 
friendship to people in the Middle 
East, from vendors to shepherds to 
schoolchildren to the elite families. 
But if the Arabs love Americans, 
they often hate America's policies 
and its friends - especially Israel. 

As an American, you can go 
from a pleasant meal in a restau- 
rant where everyone is eager to 
shake your hand and then touch 
their heart in a Muslim gesture of 
respect, to a street where the Amer- 
ican flag is burned alongside that of 
Israel. "We will never accept the 
Jews in the Middle East - they are 
the evil seed," hissed an Arab busi- 
nessman one night after an other- 
wise perfectly friendly dinner and 
discussion at a hotel in Cairo. 

In Israel, Americans also are 
well-received. Americans feel at 
home in a country with a demo- 
cratic government, free press, equal 
rights for women and men, and 
bustling cities with Western mid- 
dle-class values and lifestyles. But 
when a visitor suggests to Israelis 
that the Arabs also are sympathetic 
and deserve a better break in life, 
many Israelis erupt with, "You 
don't know them. They will stab 
you in the back. Never trust them." 

How did the United States get 
caught up in such a vehement ha- 
tred, such a bitter ethnic, 
religious, communal conflict? The 
answers include some hot-button 
words such as "oil," "religion," 
"security" and "history." 

Stephen Hess of the Brookings 
Institution, a former Nixon advis- 
er and analyst of American poli- 
tics, says all those issues have 
drawn America to the cradle of 
Western religions and of world 
civilization in the Middle East. 

"America's Jews care deeply 
for Israel, just as Irish- Americans 
care about Ulster and Italian- 
Americans about Italy," Hess 
says. "We are a nation of immi- 
grants." But he says the influence 
of the 3 percent of America that is 
Jewish is widely exaggerated, es- 



pecially in the Middle East, where 
America is accused of being dom- 
inated by the Jewish lobby. 

In recent years, Jewish- Ameri- 
cans have been joined in support of 
Israel by tens of millions of born- 
again, conservative and fundamen- 
talist Christians who view the return 
of Jews to Israel as a forerunner of 
the Messiah's return. "Almost for 
that reason alone, anything that 
happens in the Middle East gets at- 
tention," Hess says. "The Western 
world cares about that piece of prop- 
erty where the great religions were 
born and great things happened. If 
it's Christ or Moses or Mohammed, 
it's important to somebody." 

But Hess, and anyone else who 
knows the Middle East, points to 
an even more ancient resource 
than prophecy: oil. 

A Jewish Homeland. U.S. involve- 
ment in the Middle East goes back 
decades before the creation of Is- 
rael in 1948 to the discovery of oil 
in the early part of the 20th centu- 
ry. U.S. companies pumped the oil 
and competed with British and 
French oil firms for influence. U.S. 
governments courted the royal 
families of Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Iran and the Gulf 
emirates. The State Department's 
Middle East diplomats were called 
"Arabists" and took pride in their 
knowledge of Arabic language and 
culture and their long experience 
in dealing in Arab lands. 

At first, Britain and France were 
far more deeply involved in the re- 
gion, bringing roads, electricity, the 
Suez Canal, trade and the desire for 
modern goods. But those countries 
gave way, especially where oil was 
concerned and economic clout mat- 
tered, to U.S. influence. After World 
War II, U.S. oil companies, aided by 
American diplomacy and occasion- 
ally by the threat of U.S. force, grew 
increasingly dominant in Iran, Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Libya. 

But history has a way of turning 



the tables. Muslim oil-rich states of 
the Middle East were transformed 
by the creation of Israel, which sur- 
vived a bloody war of independence 
in 1948 and delivered a humiliating 
defeat to a half-dozen Arab armies. 
The blow to Arab prestige was so 
great that many thrones were over- 
turned and power was seized by 
Arab nationalists, who sought help 
from the Soviet Union against Is- 
rael. The nationalists, in turn, and 
the remaining royals in Morocco, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and the Gulf 
states, now are afraid of hard-line 
Islamic fundamentalists who prom- 
ise to restore Arab and Muslim 
power and influence. 

But just as Americans cannot, in 
good faith, abandon the now-dem- 
ocratic island of Taiwan to be swal- 
lowed up by communist China, the 
United States cannot simply aban- 
don democratic Israel to the seem- 
ingly unquenchable thirst for re- 
venge among the Arabs. 

Small communities of religious 
Jews lived among the Arab majori- 
ty of the Holy Land for centuries in 
Jerusalem, Safed and Hebron. But 
at the start of the 20th century, 
Theodore Herzl set forth the politi- 
cal philosophy of Zionism, which 
called for an ingathering of the 
Jewish diaspora from Russia, 
Poland and elsewhere in Europe 
and the Middle East, to create in 
Palestine a Jewish homeland. Herzl 
argued that the only way to end 
anti-Semitism, which was strong at 
the time in Russia and Poland, was 
a Jewish state. 

Britain, which took control of 
Palestine from the Ottoman Turkish 
empire that was dismantled in 
World War I, at first encouraged 
Jewish emigration. The concept of 
a Jewish homeland fit nicely with 
the predominant idea that came 
out of World War I - self-determi- 
nation - and led to the spin-off of 
many independent states from the 
former Austro-Hungarian and Ot- 
toman empires. 
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But as the Jews arrived and 
prospered, putting their European 
educations and skills into the agri- 
culture, construction and organiza- 
tion of a modern Western society, 
the Arabs rose up and communal 
clashes broke out. 

Back in 1936, a British Royal 
Commission visited Palestine and 
reported that "an irrepressible con- 
flict has arisen between two nation- 
al communities within the narrow 
bounds of one small country. 
About 1 million Arabs are in strife, 
open or latent, with some 400,000 
Jews. There is no common ground 
between them. The Arab communi- 
ty is predominantly Asiatic in char- 
acter, the Jewish community pre- 
dominantly European. They differ 
in religion and language. Their cul- 
tural and social life, their ways of 
thought and conduct, are as incom- 
patible as their national aspirations 
. . . The conflict will go on." 

Fearing Arab anger, Britain cur- 
tailed Jewish immigration to Pales- 
tine, closing the door to hundreds 
of thousands who eventually per- 
ished in the Nazi Holocaust at 
Auschwitz and the killing pits of 
eastern Europe. Even after the war, 
Jewish survivors of the concentra- 
tion camps were intercepted in 
their rusty boats as they tried to 
enter Palestine and then detained 
in British camps on Cyprus. 

But Jewish guerrillas in Pales- 
tine attacked British troops until 
they wanted to go home, and in 
1948 the United Nations approved 
a partition plan to divide Palestine 
into a Jewish and Arab state. 

Even then, the United States 
was unsure which way to move. 
The Arabists at the State Depart- 
ment advised President Truman 
not to vote for partition, which the 
Arabs opposed. Some U.S. officials 
feared that Israel would become 
pro-Soviet. Others simply harbored 
residual anti-Semitism of the sort 
described in the classic American 
film "Gentleman's Agreement." 
Others feared the loss of access to 
oil. But pressure by many in Amer- 
ica who supported the idea of a 
Jewish homeland, including most 
American Jews, convinced Truman 
to order that the U.S. vote at the 
United Nations be cast in support 
of Israel's independence, which 





Jewish children prepare to fly to Palestine 
after their release from the Buchenwald 
concentration camp in April 1945. dod 

was declared May 14, 1948. 

Some Jewish- American veterans 
of World War II, including an in- 
valuable group of pilots, rushed to 
help the new state, which was im- 
mediately attacked by the armies 
of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. The 
smaller but well-led modern army 
formed by the Israelis defeated the 
Arab armies in 1948, as it did in 
1967 and 1973 as well. 

Close Friends. The 1973 Israeli vic- 
tory over Egypt and Syria led to the 
Arab oil boycott, which created 
lines at gasoline stations across 
America. The United States didn't 
fight but supplied Israel with an 
airlift of weapons at crucial points 
in that war. So blame fell on Ameri- 
ca for befriending the Jewish state. 

But the U.S. alliance with Israel 
remained immune to the cajoles of 
oil-rich Arab states or the threats of 
inflamed Arab leaders, from Moa- 
mar Gadhafi to Gamal Abdel Nass- 
er to Saddam Hussein. And it was 
not simply altruism for a Western 
cultural cousin across the seas. 

For one thing, Israel battle-tested 
top-of-the-line U.S. fighters and oth- 
er weaponry against Soviet-built 
arms supplied to the Arabs. In the 
1973 war and in 1982, when Israel 
fought Syria in Lebanon, the U.S. 
Defense Department watched in 
awe as scores of Russian-built planes 
were downed without the loss of a 
single U.S. -built fighter flown by Is- 
raelis. Israel also captured Russian 
weapons that were shared with the 
Americans, along with secrets about 
their performance in battle. 



In the Palestinian uprising since 
September 2000, Israel has once 
more been a testing ground for de- 
fense technologies it shares with 
the United States. It has successful- 
ly defeated cyber-war attacks - also 
called "e-jihad" or "cyber-jihad" - 
launched from 19 countries against 
its companies and government, 
said Bruce Hoffman of the RAND 
Corp. Israeli officials say their coun- 
try has blocked efforts to damage 
its financial system, stock market, 
banks and corporations and is 
working with U.S. cyber-security 
officials to prepare the United 
States to repel such attacks. 

There were, however, setbacks 
on the security front. Israeli aircraft 
attacked the U.S. intelligence ship 
Liberty during the 1967 war, killing 
scores of U.S. crewmembers. Israel 
called it a mistake. Survivors say 
otherwise, but no formal investiga- 
tion has ever determined precisely 
how it happened. Israel also was 
recently criticized by the Defense 
Department for seeking to sell Chi- 
na Phalcon airborne radar systems, 
which the United States feared 
could be turned against U.S. forces 
in case of a conflict over Taiwan. 
Israel reluctantly canceled the sale. 
And naval analyst Jonathan Pollard 
was jailed for life for selling secrets 
to Israel. Meanwhile, Palestinian 
and other Arab terrorists assassi- 
nated the U.S. ambassador in 
Khartoum, Sudan, hijacked Ameri- 
can planes, blew up a Pan Am jet- 
liner, kidnapped Americans in 
Lebanon, bombed the World Trade 
Center in New York and attacked 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania in 1998. 

Finally, on Sept. 11, the United 
States suffered the terrible attack on 
New York and the Pentagon that 
left thousands dead - a more fatal 
blow than the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. Events that day profoundly 
elevated national awareness of the 
Middle East and shed light to many 
about why the United States has 
maintained its presence there. 
When Osama bin Laden was swift- 
ly fingered by U.S. intelligence offi- 
cials as the prime suspect in the 
attacks, the accusation was found- 
ed on his track record as one of the 
world's foremost leaders of anti- 
Western terrorism. 
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Bin Laden was a wealthy Saudi 
Arabian engineer who joined the 
holy warriors - or mujahadeen - in 
Afghanistan to fight the Soviet occu- 
pation army in the 1980s, aided by 
the United States. When the Soviets 
were driven out, bin Laden turned 
his wrath against the United States 
after U.S. troops "defiled" holy Sau- 
di territory in order to drive Iraq out 
of Kuwait in the Gulf War. He found 
shelter in Afghanistan with assis- 
tance from the Taliban government, 
which seized power in 1995, and 
allowed him to operate training 
camps for Arabs and other volun- 
teers for holy war in the United 
States, Russian Chechnya, the 
Philippines, central Asia and Kash- 
mir. The Taliban established sup- 
port from neighbor Pakistan be- 
cause the Taliban quelled the 
Afghan civil war following the Sovi- 
et pullout and because it takes di- 
rection from Pakistan's secretive 
Inter-Service Intelligence Agency. 
The Pakistani government, which 
has in the past turned over terrorist 
suspects to the United States, insists 
it has nothing to do with bin Laden, 
whose al-Qaida network destroyed 
two U.S. embassies in East Africa in 
1998, killing more than 200 people. 

The Shifting Sands. During the Gulf 
War, President George H. Bush led a 
28-nation coalition that drove Sad- 
dam Hussein's Iraqi army out of 
Kuwait. Hussein fired Scud 
missiles at Tel Aviv, hoping an 
Israeli reprisal would split the 
Arab-American alliance against 
him. But Israel honored a U.S. 
request not to respond. It was 
yet another instance in which 
the United States danced along 
that delicate tightrope, keeping 
close ties with the Arab states 
while keeping its deep commit- 
ment to Israel's security. 

The United States also be- 
came, under President Carter, 
a mediator between Egypt and 
Israel - after Egypt's President 
Anwar Sadat made his historic 
trip to Jerusalem to offer 
peace. The Camp David peace 
accord Carter helped Egypt 
and Israel produce has 
endured the test of time. U.S. 
and other troops monitor the 
border, and the United States 



"The Western world cares about that piece of 
property where the great religions were born and 
great things happened. If it's Christ or Moses or 
Mohammed, it's important to somebody." 

- Stephen Hess, the Brookings institution 



has been providing $5 billion in 
annual military and economic aid 
to Egypt and Israel ever since. 

It was after the Gulf War ended 
in 1991, with Iraq driven out of 
Kuwait and the Soviet Union in col- 
lapse and no longer able to prop up 
the Arab regimes hostile to peace 
with Israel, that then-Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III put together 
the most ambitious U.S. -Middle East 
peace move to date: the Madrid 
Conference. For the first time, every 
Arab state sat at the same table with 
Israel. Armed with undeclared nu- 
clear weapons, Israel was unbeat- 
able, despite a Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied territories of the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Israelis and Palestinians then held 
their own secret talks in Oslo that 
led to peace accords that were 
signed - where else? - on the White 
House lawn in 1993, with much 
grandstanding and handholding by 
President Clinton. After Oslo, the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
graduated from being seen in Wash- 
ington as a terrorist organization to 




being the recognized Palestinian Au- 
thority, running 40 percent of the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank. But an- 
gered by the slow pace of land trans- 
fer, by continuing Jewish settlement- 
building in the West Bank and Gaza 
and by Israel's refusal to give up 
East Jerusalem, the second Palestin- 
ian uprising - or "intifada" - broke 
out in September 2000. 

Despite Clinton's intense efforts 
at Camp David, he was unable to 
resolve the final issues of refugees 
and who would control the Tem- 
ple Mount, with the Jewish "Wail- 
ing Wall" and Moslem mosques. 
Some say it will take generations 
before the Middle East reaches 
peace. Until then, America's war 
on terrorism and its unique links 
to the region's Jews, Christians, 
Arabs and oil will assure that it 
will remain involved. 

The war on terrorism promises 
to drag the United States even more 
deeply into the Middle East, where 
Libya, Syria, Iraq and Iran are listed 
by the State Department as spon- 
sors of terrorism. And even pro- 
Western allies such as Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt and Jordan are 
struggling to control domestic 
terrorist groups that also tar- 
get the United States. 

Two new threats coming 
out of the region - the ideol- 
ogy of anti-Western Islamic 
fundamentalism and the 
spread of nuclear, chemical 
and biological weapons and 
the means to deliver them - 
ensure that America will re- 
main fully alert to the Mid- 
dle East situation, at this 
pivotal moment in history 
and beyond. □ 



U.S. and Saudi military personnel survey the damage to 
Khobar Towers caused by the explosion of a fuel truck out- 
side the facility's northern fence near Dhahran, Saudi Ara- 
bia, in 1996. Several buildings were damaged, and a num- 
ber of U.S. citizens were killed or injured, dod 
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In religious 
madrassas, Muslim 
children are bred to 
wage holy war against 
Infidel' Americans. 



BY BEN BARBER 



They were smiling children 
playing a quick game of crick- 
et on a school rooftop in Pak- 
istan's ancient city of Lahore, but 
they also were learning to be killers. 

"Most kids here go for jihad and 
I will too," said Obeidulla Anwer, 
14, speaking in Urdu through a 
translator. "Jihad is to fight for Is- 
lam and the pride of Islam." 

Like most of his classmates, 
Anwer will leave the "madrassa," 
or religious school, when he's 18 
and go to a military training camp 
in Pakistani-controlled Kashmir, 
Afghanistan or some other secret 
location. After that training, he said, 
"We go to fight in Kashmir, Chech- 
nya, Palestine, Afghanistan." 

Asked whether he was prepared 
to hurt or kill, the delicate, dark- 
skinned boy said, "I will hurt those 
who are enemies of Islam. And I 
know that I could be hurt or killed." 

The head of Anwer's madrassa, 
a portly man with a white turban 
and white Pakistani clothing, invit- 
ed me to see for myself how his stu- 
dents were treated and what they 
had learned at the Khuddamuddin 
Madrassa, one of 36,000 such reli- 
gious schools in Pakistan. 

I quickly learned that the major 
topic of study for the 2,000 students 
was "jihad," or holy war. Altogeth- 
er, about 1.75 million students are 
enrolled in madrassas. Many simply 
memorize the Koran in Arabic. But 
many also teach jihad and hatred of 
infidels, especially America. 
The leaders of the Afghanistan 
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At a religious school in Pakistan's ancient city of Lahore, students prepare for jihad in loca- 
tions such as Chechnya and Kashmir - and against America. Ben Barber 



Taliban regime that harbored 
Osama bin Laden were all products 
of the Pakistani madrassas. They 
came to Pakistan as refugees during 
the Afghan-Soviet war in the 1980s 
and returned to Afghanistan satu- 
rated with extremist hatred of 
America, learned in the madrassas. 

When the United States finally 
moved against bin Laden's terror- 
ist training camps in Afghanistan 
following Sept. 11, thousands of 
Pakistani madrassa students 
poured across the border to join 
the jihad against America. 

I asked Anwer how he would 
recognize the enemies of Islam. 

"If I greet them with 'Salam 
Aleikum' and they won't say it 
back, they are enemies of Islam," 
he answered. The correct 
response is "Aleikum Salam." 

"Since most Americans do not 
know Arabic and cannot know 
how to respond to the traditional 
Muslim greeting, are they enemies 
of Islam?" I asked. 



The boy looked confused. "I 
don't know," he replied, looking 
expectantly at his hovering teach- 
ers, who also appeared confused 
by the question. 

Asked directly whether all non- 
Muslims were anti-Muslim, he did 
not need to check with his teach- 
ers. "No," he said firmly, discover- 
ing a reserve of common sense 
and decency that had not yet been 
drummed out of him by hatred. 

The Pakistani madrassas have 
become a potent brewing pot for 
tens of thousands of Islamic mili- 
tants who have spread conflict 
around the world from the Philip- 
pines to Indonesia to Russia to 
central Asia to the World Trade 
Center in New York. 

The Khuddamuddin School is 
run by Mohammed Ajmal Qadri, 
leader of one of the three branches 
of the fundamentalist Jamiat Ulema 
Islam party, who said nearly 13,000 
trained jihad fighters have passed 
through his school. At least 2,000 of 
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those were then in or on their way 
to Indian-held Kashmir, he said. 

Qadri, polite and well-spoken in 
the British-accented English of 
South Asia, offered his American 
guest tea and then calmly disclosed 
that modern concepts of tolerance 
and cultural understanding have 
not made inroads into his thinking. 

"Eventually all people must 
become Muslim, including the 
Christians and Jews of the United 
States," he said. "The world has 
to go the way we want. It's our 
divine right to lead humanity. " 

He was preparing for yet anoth- 
er of his frequent fund-raising vis- 
its to the United States. There he 
preaches in the hundreds of new 
mosques built in the past decade 
by Muslim immigrants and raises 
money for his school, where he 
teaches his children to kill those 
who stand in the path of Islamic 
dominance in the world. 

A Tough Schedule. Up on the 

stone rooftop courtyard of his 110- 
year-old school, students were 
taking advantage of a free period 
to hit a cricket ball, run and wres- 
tle like children anywhere in the 
world. But the children took a 
break to explain how they were 
being directed toward a life of vi- 
olent struggle. 

At 7 years old, Anwer and his 
classmates began hard lives of sol- 
diers, an experience that provides 
little comfort or privacy. The chil- 
dren all sleep on the floor of the 
school's mosque on sleeping bags. 
They rise at 3 a.m. for study and 
prayers. They take a break for play 
about 4:30 a.m. At 7:30 a.m., they 
have breakfast and then return to 
studies until 11 a.m., when they 
sleep for two hours. 

They pray, study, have lunch, 
pray, study and pray again until 
dinner at 9:30 p.m., after which 
they go to the mosque to sleep. 
No one has his own room. 

Driven by Poverty. Religion domi- 
nates life in Pakistan, where the 
national airline begins its flights 
with a prayer. Politicians, even 
those educated in London or 
Boston, call for strict Islamic laws. 
But poverty also pushes children 
into madrassas. 




Islamic fundamentalists, often alumni of 
madrassas, sometimes use posters like 
this to recruit members. Ben Barber 



A half-hour drive from Lahore 
and just a stone's throw from the 
Indian border crossing at Wagha, 
farmer Mohammed Shaffi 
explained why his 13-year-old son 
attends the local madrassa and 
not a public school. 

In the madrassa - many of which 
are funded by donations from Saudi 
Arabia and other Muslim nations or 
groups in wealthy countries - the 
boy memorizes the Koran in Arabic, 
which he cannot understand. But he 
is not taught to read and write the 
national language, Urdu. 

"How can a poor man educate 
his son?" asked Shaffi, leaning for 
a moment over a mud wall he was 
building around his tiny rice paddy 
in the village of Dayal, about 30 
miles southeast of Lahore. "Even if 
the school is free, the books are 
not. And the paper." 

Shaffi did not even mention the 
cost of school clothes. As he spoke, 
a herd of cows tromped past his 
youngest child, who was stark 
naked and scratching at the muddy 
earth with a sharp stick. His oldest 
son, Maratab Ali Shaffi, 13, wore a 
filthy, torn pair of shorts as he 
helped his mother and father pack 
mud on a brick wall. 

Shaffi said it was too early to 
make a decision about letting 
Maratab go and join a jihad. But 
with the drumbeat of resurgent 
Islam in the air and hopes of a 
good job slim for an illiterate 



youth from the countryside, jihad 
is not an unlikely choice. 

The family has two acres of 
land, on which 6-inch-tall rice 
plants wave above the flooded pad- 
dies. They have electricity but can 
afford to use only two light bulbs. 
They have no radio or television. 
No one in the family can read or 
write. The local madrassa would 
provide Maratab a daily meal and 
sometimes a free shirt. 

The Ultimate Target. Qadri said he 
is proud that his school is able to 
direct youths like Maratab into 
holy war in places like Chechnya 
and Kashmir. But it is America that 
seems to be his ultimate target, one 
he hopes to defeat through 
converting its people to Islam. 

"There are now over 3,000 
mosques and madrassas in Amer- 
ica, and they are a divine gift for 
Americans. American civilization 
is a Monica [Lewinsky] civiliza- 
tion," he said with a hearty 
laugh. "American civilization is 
empty and hollow from inside. 
Islam is the only cultural system 
that could bear the load of life for 
the times to come." 

He was similarly dismissive of 
Hinduism, the religion of about 900 
million in neighboring India, de- 
scribing it as nothing more than a 
system "of fashions and traditions." 

Qadri said he would defy at- 
tempts by Pakistan's military gov- 
ernment to regulate the madrassas, 
beginning with a requirement that 
they report on the numbers and 
names of students and teachers, 
types of facilities, educational pro- 
grams and financial details. 

The government, charged by 
U.S. officials with allowing Islamic 
terrorism to fester under the guise 
of religious schools, has called for 
madrassas to begin offering practi- 
cal subjects such as math and sci- 
ence. The government also asks 
schools to report to police the 
names of any foreign students and 
to list any "fatwas," or religious 
rulings, they issue. 

"We believe our rules are perfect, 
and we will not allow any ruler, mil- 
itary or so-called elected representa- 
tives" to change them, Qadri said. □ 
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Misunderstood 

Critics wage an eternal assault on the meaning 
of the finest political document ever penned. 



BY BALI NT VAZSONYI 

A famous story tells of a lady 
accosting Benjamin Franklin 
--Jn Philadelphia as delegates, 
having finally agreed upon a consti- 
tution for the infant United States, 
emerged from the exhausting sum- 
mer deliberations of 1787. 

"What kind of a country have 
you given us, Mr. Franklin?" in- 
quired the lady. 

"A republic, madame, if you 
can keep it," was Franklin's reply. 
The story has been told, retold 
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and printed in countless books. It 
is difficult to grow up or live in 
America without coming across it 
somewhere, somehow. 

Last year, Sen. Tom Daschle, D- 
S.D., addressed an audience of 
students at Harvard Law School. 
He began his remarks by recalling 
the famous scene, but with a dif- 
ference. In Daschle's version, 
Franklin informed the questioner 
that the country decided upon by 
the framers would be "a democra- 
cy, if you can keep it." 

Of course, to appreciate the af- 



front to our history, one needs to 
focus upon the enormous difference 
between a democracy and a repub- 
lic. Democracy is an approach to 
governing, as opposed to a form of 
government. It simply means partic- 
ipation by all citizens. Democracies 
abound around the globe, especially 
now, and they produce systems as 
different as India and Switzerland. 

As for our beloved United 
States, there has never been, and 
there is not now, anything in the 
world even vaguely comparable to 
the system of government 
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hammered out by that heaven-in- 
spired group of men in 1787. They 
decided upon a representative re- 
public for the young nation, a sys- 
tem in which citizens elect repre- 
sentatives who - for a specific time 
- conduct the people's business. 
That is very different from, say, a 
so-called direct democracy, in 
which citizens are asked to vote on 
just about every issue as it arises. 

At a time when fewer and fewer 
Americans seem to have any idea 
whatsoever about the provisions of 
our Constitution, certain politicians 
continue to call us a democracy. 
That is very disturbing. It throws 
us into an amorphous pool, divert- 
ing attention away from the most 
minutely calibrated, perfectly bal- 
anced and uniquely successful 
construct ever devised by mortals. 

To be sure, democratic princi- 
ples certainly guided the founding 
fathers, and it was perfectly legiti- 
mate for Alexis de ibcqueville to 
write his famous book about 
"Democracy in America" as a way 
of life. It is our form of government 
that cannot be, and must not be, so 
described, or we will miss the 
point altogether and confuse the 
young as well as the newcomers. 

The Bill of Rights. To begin at 
the tail end, it has become cus- 
tomary to mention the Constitu- 
tion and the Bill of Rights as sepa- 
rate entities. Currently, some or- 
ganizations are specifically 
concerned with the Bill of Rights. 

The "Bill of Rights" is simply a 
popular label for the first 10 amend- 
ments to the Constitution, ratified 
in 1791, four years after the seven 
articles of the basic document were 
decided. They are important provi- 
sions, hotly debated during the en- 
tire process, setting not only vari- 
ous delegates at odds with one an- 
other, but causing internal turmoil 
in the mind of James Madison, to 
whom we owe more than any other 
for such a time-tested constitution. 

Separating the Bill of Rights 
generates misinformation, as if it 
were a distinct document. It also 
diverts attention away from the 
real significance of our basic law. 
That is to be found in the seven 
original articles. The provisions 
enumerated in the Bill of Rights, 



At a time when fewer 
and fewer Americans 
seem to have any idea 
whatsoever about the 
provisions of our 
Constitution, the habit of 
certain politicians to keep 
calling us a democracy is 
very disturbing. 

important as they are, represent a 
somewhat different formulation 
but have many antecedents - in 
England, Virginia and even 
France, where declarations of 
rights had been articulated. On 
the other hand, the seven original 
articles represent an unequaled 
burst of genius, an unprecedented 
perfection of design and an un- 
paralleled application of collective 
wisdom to the great predicaments 
of societal organization whose 
resolution has escaped the great- 
est of nations before and since. 

The visionary provisions are 
matched by the conciseness of the 
text. Fewer words have never 
stood for monumental content. 

In a short article, all one can 
do is to draw attention to some of 
the many jewels. How often do 
we consider the brilliance of elect- 
ing a House of Representatives 
every two years, a president every 
four years and senators every six 
years, but only one-third of them 
in any given election year? Along- 
side, a federal judiciary with life 
appointments - contingent only 
on good behavior - ensures over- 
all continuity. Peaceful, gradual 
transition of power, that most elu- 
sive dream of mankind, could not 
have been secured more certainly 
- and they got it right the first 
time, balancing the interests of 
individuals, of states and of the 
union along the way. 

Or what about that unassum- 
ing passage in Article I, Section 8 
about securing the rights of au- 
thors and inventors to their writ- 
ings and discoveries, giving rise 
to the U.S. patent system, the en- 
gine underneath a continuous ex- 



plosion of invention that has driv- 
en America's prosperity and has 
baffled the rest of the world for 
more than two centuries? 

Significantly, Article VI erects 
an umbrella over all of it by des- 
ignating the Constitution and all 
laws in pursuance thereof as the 
supreme law of the land. 

Thus the American Revolution 
that began as a rebellion against 
the abuse of authority, concluded 
with an act of the most thoughtful 
re-establishment of new authority, 
vested this time in the people and 
enshrined in a supreme law. That 
alone makes it the sole successful 
revolution in history. And that is 
why the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, with all its beauty of 
thought, nobility of purpose, and 
heroic sacrifice could not have cre- 
ated America's success story alone. 
Indeed, without the Constitution 
this country would have disinte- 
grated quickly and joined the many 
failed dreams of mankind. 

Eleven years after beheading 
their king, in an atmosphere of 
murder and chaos, the French 
people resorted to crowning a 
new emperor. Eleven years after 
severing their old bonds, the new 
Americans created a constitution 
that is still a model for, and the 
envy of, the entire world. The 
peaceful transition of power, its 
greatest achievement, held firm 
even during the bloodiest civil 
war ever fought. 

A Flawed Document. Although 
practically no one will come right 
out and admit to a feeling of re- 
sentment toward America, many 
people who came of age during 
the 1960s were the first-ever gen- 
eration of Americans to develop a 
rancor toward, if not outright re- 
jection of, this country. They did 
not just wake up one morning 
harboring such sentiments; they 
were prompted, cajoled and even 
brainwashed by America's ene- 
mies, foreign and domestic. The 
civil-rights movement, the 
women's movement and the envi- 
ronmental movement were not 
portrayed as the next frontiers in 
America's ongoing quest for bet- 
terment but as long-overdue 
remedies for America's errors, 
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sins and crimes. Thus shame and 
bitterness gradually replaced 
pride in America. The anti-war 
hysteria surrounding Vietnam 
provided the finishing touches. 

By and large, resentment of 
America takes the shape of criti- 
cism directed at the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. It's interesting that no one - 
not even communist sympathizers 
- ever take issue with the Declara- 
tion of Independence. Indeed, the 
so-called left has a tendency to 
predicate all that is good in Ameri- 
ca upon the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. All venom is aimed at 
the Constitution, because it is 
clear to those with an overview 
that if the Constitution falls, the 
United States of America, as we 
know it, will fall as well. 

To be sure, the Declaration of 
Independence contains many of 
the noblest thoughts ever articu- 
lated by man. Above all, it 
expresses that ancient longing of 
Englishmen: equal treatment by 
the law. But in the absence of a 
supreme law under whose 
authority such lofty aspirations 
may be pursued and increasingly 
secured for successive 
generations, it would have 
remained a distant dream. 

Attacks on the Constitution 
typically begin with phrases such 
as "... it is a very fine document" 
or "... it is certainly a worthy doc- 
ument." It is after a few more 
similarly meaningless words or 
sentences that we 
arrive at "of course, 
it is a seriously 
flawed document." 

Detractors of the 
Constitution have a 
limited repertory. 
Indeed, only two 
items are being 
trotted out, pontifi- 
cated about and 
beaten to death 
from coast to coast, 
north to south. The 
suggestion is that 
two items make it a 
"seriously flawed 
document." 



The Three-Fifths 
Myth. The most 
poisonous criticism 
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Separating the Bill of 

Rights generates 
misinformation, as if it 

was a distinct 
document It also diverts 
attention away from the 
real significance of our 
basic law. 

has to do with the so-called 
"three-fifths" clause, a now-de- 
funct portion of Article I, Section 
2, which deals with the composi- 
tion of the House of Representa- 
tives. The section, changed in 
1868 by the 14th Amendment, 
reads as follows: 

"Representatives and direct Tax- 
es shall be Apportioned among the 
several States which may be includ- 
ed within this Union, according to 
their respective Numbers which 
shall be determined by adding to 
the whole Number of free Persons, 
including those bound to Service 
for a Term of Years, and excluding 
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all 
other Persons." 

Based on the foregoing, an 
ugly rumor was put about where- 
by "the Constitution classified 
black people as only three-fifths 
of a human being." The perpetra- 
tors have been so successful that 



millions upon millions of Ameri- 
cans today believe the fabrication. 
Few ever read the actual text. 

It is not difficult to imagine the 
resentment black Americans must 
feel when told their constitution 
did not regard them as full human 
beings. A tragically high propor- 
tion live under that misconcep- 
tion today. And for white Ameri- 
cans who resent their country, the 
distortion provides the perfect ex- 
cuse for doing so, citing "objec- 
tive" reasons. 

In reality, the now-defunct pas- 
sage had to do with the concern 
delegates from northern states 
had with the potential of southern 
states to increase their numbers 
in the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives well beyond the legitimate 
proportions envisaged by the 
framers by simply swelling the 
number of slaves. 

The actual wording of the pro- 
vision is an object lesson in the 
brilliance of those who created it. 
"All other persons" is as broad 
and non-specific as is humanly 
possible. That the passage does 
not refer to people of black skin or 
African origin is, of course, clear 
from the start when we recall how 
many free blacks lived even in 
southern states at the time. But 
the wording does not specify so- 
cial status such as "slave," either, 
thereby avoiding the branding of 
any kind of person, necessitating a 
reversal at a later date. 

This is one of 
many instances 
where careful read- 
ing of the Constitu- 
tion fills one with 
awe of the wisdom 
and foresight of the 
framers, making cer- 
tain at every turn 
that the Constitution 
would not stand in 
the way of future 
developments. That 
is why - unlike basic 
documents of other 
societies - our char- 
ter did not have to be 
thrown away every 
time we changed 
government. It never 
stood in the way. 
There is, of 




A Tribute to 
America's Heroes 




Decorated with the 
Marine emblem 
of globe, eagle 
and anchor 




Expertly handcast and 
painted to bring every 
dimensional detail of 
the Marine flag 
raisers to life 



Shown smaller than 
approximate size of 
8%-inches tall 



"Iwo Jima" 

From the American Revolution to the rav- 
aged sands of Iwo Jima, the United States 
Marines have proved themselves a fighting 
force without peer. When six brave 
Americans raised the Stars and Stripes on 
Iwo Jima, they created a timeless symbol of 
courage. This transcendent moment in 
America's history now inspires a new collec- 
tor's plate featuring portraiture by 
renowned artist James Griffin plus a fully 
sculptural hand-painted depiction of the 
flag raising on Mount Suribachi. 

Editions are strictly limited. Don't miss 
this three-dimensional tribute to America's 
best for the attractive $39-95 issue price. 
Send no money now. Mail the coupon today! 

collectiblestoday.com I 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 



THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



Urgent... Reply Now! 
Heavy Demand Expected 



The extensive handcrafting of this 
outstanding mixed media 
collectible — showcasing an 
inspiring montage portrait of 
U.S. Marines with detailed three- 
dimensional sculpture of the 
flag raising at Iwo Jima — could 
severely restrict availability of this 
limited edition plate. Yours only 
from the Bradford Exchange. 




9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 



OF COLLECTING 



©2001 BGE 58301-BD 



YES. Please enter my order for "Iwo Jima." I 
understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $39.95* when my plate is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 



City 



State . 



-Zip. 



Signature 



58301 -E94994 

*Plus a total of $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Limited edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. 
Prices higher in Canada. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



commentary 



course, the obvious question con- 
cerning the descendants of those 
who were brought here from 
Africa as slaves. Have they benefit- 
ed? Most certainly. The document 
that eventually led to their rise 
was the same as the one providing 
opportunity for all. There is no 
other contender. There could have 
been no civil-rights movement 
without constitutional foundation. 

Yes, it has taken time. But the 
time it took for black Americans to 
become full participants was con- 
siderably shorter than the millen- 
nia during which most of Africa 
did not participate in the advances 
made elsewhere in the world. 

The Women's Vote. A fraudulent 
charge is that the U.S. Constitu- 
tion denied women the right to 
vote. Some say women had no 
rights at all under the Constitu- 
tion, that in fact all rights and 
privileges accrued solely in favor 
of white males. 

Unlike in the previous case, it is 
not possible to cite an actual pro- 
vision to contradict the fraudulent 
charge, for the Constitution does 
not speak to the matter at all. 

To the surprise of many, no 
provisions were made with regard 
to individual voting rights. As for 
denying other rights to women, 
the Constitution speaks only of 
"the people" or "citizens." No dis- 
tinction exists with 
regard to sex. Conse- 
quently, it is among 
the most cherished 
moments in public de- 
bates, when the voice 
of America's accuser 
reaches fever pitch, to 
hand the person a 
pocket edition of the 
Constitution with the 
request that the speak- 
er direct us to the pas- 
sage in question. The 
ensuing embarrass- 
ment and confusion is 
America's sweet 
revenge on detractors. 

Some would argue 
that nothing, not even 
the Constitution, 
ought to be above crit- 
icism, and that healthy 
criticism is as Ameri- 



At the end of the day, 
who benefits and who 
has benefited from the 
U.S. Constitution? 
Every man, woman 
and child who has lived 
here - no exceptions. 

can as apple pie. To those, I 
would pose the question why a 
sane man in the year 2000 would 
deliver a hysterical speech - as it 
happened at town meetings dur- 
ing my "Re-elect America" bus 
tour - about a matter that had 
been fully resolved 80 years earli- 
er, unless the real purpose was to 
denigrate America? 

Reality Check. Confusing "the 
situation on the ground" with 
constitutional provisions is quite 
common these days. Not includ- 
ing women in the political process 
was simply reality - it was the 
way society functioned, as 
opposed to constitutional prohibi- 
tion. Sitting in judgment about 
the way societies organized them- 
selves is a favorite sport today, 
practiced generally in utter disre- 
gard to the reality of the times 
and the reasons for the existence 




Anna Shaw and Carrie Chapman Catt, founders of the League of Women 
Voters, lead an estimated 20,000 supporters on New York's Fifth Avenue 
in a 1918 suffrage march. The suffrage movement sought women's right 
to vote despite the absence of any prohibition in the Constitution for 
them to do so. ap 



of certain arrangements - or for 
the absence of others. 

Slavery, too, is looked at today 
from an entirely artificial point of 
view. The fact is that slavery has 
existed more or less as long as 
humanity. It was neither peculiar 
to the American colonies nor in- 
vented by the framers of the Con- 
stitution. As continents go, slav- 
ery's tenacity on the African con- 
tinent is demonstrated by its 
continuing presence there in the 
21st century. 

The U.S. Constitution has no 
antecedent, precedent or parallel. 
While it is true that many coun- 
tries have attempted to use it as a 
model, most people elsewhere do 
not begin to understand its true 
greatness and, thus, might copy 
some of the packaging without 
divining the essential content. An- 
other red herring has been created 
by those who say "a constitution 
by itself is not enough - after all, 
the Soviet Union, too, had a con- 
stitution," as if it had the slightest 
similarity with ours. One wonders 
if such people even saw a copy of 
the Soviet constitution. 

At the end of the day, who ben- 
efits and who has benefited from 
the U.S. Constitution? Every man, 
woman and child who has lived 
here - no exceptions. Given the 
type of human being America has 
produced, one might add hundreds 
of millions elsewhere 
whose lives or liberties 
were saved or restored 
by Americans. 

So let us resolve to 
read, contemplate, and 
- as our presidents are 
sworn to do and as our 
new Senate majority 
leader ought to do - 
preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitu- 
tion of the United 
States. □ 



Balint Vazsonyi is the 
author of "America's 
30 Years War: Who Is 
Winning?" and director 
of the Center for the 
American Founding. 
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JOHNNY HORTON America Remembers 


6004-C 


$15.98 


D-6004 


$23.98 


WAYLON JENNINGS Legendary Country 


653-C 


$14.98 


D-653 


$16.98 


JOHNNIE & JACK Greatest Hits 


6108-C 


$10.98 


D-6108 


$17.98 


GEORGE JONES & MELBA MONTGOMERY 


111-C 


$8.98 


D-111 


$12.98 


CHARLY MCCLAIN Pure Country 


33574-C 


$ 6.98 


D-33574 


$11.98 


BUCK OWENS Legendary Country 


26942-C 


$14.98 


D-26942 


$16.98 


WEBB PIERCE 22 Country Hits 


45423-C 


$10.98 


D-55423 


$15.98 


RAY PRICE 20 Hits 


6022-C 


$11.98 


D-6022 


$17.98 


DON RICH & THE BUCKAROOS Anthology 


Not Available 


D-11091 


$19.98 


ROAD MUSIC Classic Truckin'Hits 


7800-C 


$10.98 


D-7800 


$15.98 


ROAD TO NASHVILLE (1 hr, 30 min.) 


Video Only 


972848-V 


$12.98 


MARTY ROBBINS #1 Cowboy 


6003-C 


$14.98 


D-6003 


$19.98 


CAL SMITH Cal Smith 


0103-C 


$8.98 


D-0103 


$15.98 


CARL SMITH The Essential '50-'56 


Not Available 


D-47996 


$19.98 


SAMMI SMITH 16 Best of Sammi Smith 


Not Available 


D-5574 


$11.98 


HANK SNOW 14 Greatest Hits 


3004-C 


$12.98 


D-3004 


$16.98 


RED SOVINE 20 Best of Red Sovine 


6011-C 


$14.98 


D-6011 


$19.98 


STATLER BROTHERS Legendary Country 


98912-C 


$14.98 


D-99012 


$16.98 


STONEMAN FAMILY 28 Big Ones 


4119-C 


$12.98 


D-4119 


$19.98 


MEL STREET 20 Greatest Hits 


7824-C 


$10.98 


D-7824 


$16.98 


PORTER WAGONER 14 Greatest Hits 


3005-C 


$12.98 


D-3005 


$16.98 


PORTER & DOLLY 20 Greatest Hits 


6018-C 


$11.98 


D-6018 


$17.98 


GENE WATSON Farewell Party & 17 more 


6033-C 


$14.98 


D-6033 


$20.98 


KITTY WELLS 20 Greatest Hits 


6023-C 


$11.98 


D-6023 


$19.98 


HANK WILLIAMS 40 Greatest Hits, 2 Vol. 


821233-C 


$19.98 


D-821233 


$29.98 


MAC WISEMAN 24 Greatest Hits 


7790-C 


$14.98 


D-7790 


$18.98 



www.PureCountryMusic.com 

Order Toll Free 

1-800-334-2053 
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AMEX 



America Why I Love Her 



Why I Love Her • The Hyphen • Mis 
Raices Estan Aqui (My Roots Are Buried 
Here) • The People • An American Boy 
Grows Up • Face The Flag • The Good 
Things • The Pledge Of Allegiance • 
Why Are You Marching, Son? • Taps 

Cass 8105-C $14.98 CD D-8105 $17.98 





Bobby Bare 



Exclusive! 



• Detroit City • Marie Laveau • 500 Miles Away From Home 

• The Streets Of Baltimore • Four Strong Winds • Miller's 
Cave • (Margie's At) The Lincoln Park Inn • Just To Satisfy 
You • The Game Of Triangles (with Norma Jean and Liz 
Anderson) Ride Me Down Easy • Daddy What If • Dropkick 
Me Jesus • Redneck Hippie Romance • Vegas (w/J. Bare). 

Cass HI 3001-C $12.98 CD D-3001 $16.98 

SSgt. Barry Sadler 

The Ballad of the Green Berets • The A Team • I'm A Lucky 
One • Letter From Vietnam • Badge Of Courage • Saigon 
• Salute To The Nurses • Garet Trooper • The Soldier Has 
Come Home • Lullaby • Trooper's Lament • Bamiba • I'm 
Watching Raindrops Fall 
Cass B 372-C $9.98 CD © D-372 $12.98 



Exclusive! 



Charley Pride #i m 

Kiss An Angel Good Mornin' • I'd Rather Love You • I'm Just Me • It's Gonna Take 
A Little Longer • She's Too Good To Be True • Someone Loves You Honey • Never 
Been So Loved (In All My Life) • Is Anybody Goin' To San Antone • Wonder Could 
I Live There Anymore • I Can't Believe That You've Stopped Loving Me • Burgers 
And Fries • Mississippi Cotton Picking Delta Town • Roll On Mississippi • Crystal 
Chandelier. Cass H 3003-C $12.98 CD ® D-3003 $16.98 

CATALOG MUSIC CO. Shipped 

4301 Hillsboro Rd., Nashville, TN 37215-3345 ^ Within, i 

*Budinedd (Day 

Name 
Address 



City 



State 



Phone 



Card# 
Artist 



Exp. Date 

ltem# Price 



























\ F. heck Tennessee Residents Add 8.25% Sales Tax 
I — I Money Order 

I Visa, MasterCard Shipping (Foreign Orders Add $6.00 Extra) 
I I Discover, AmEx 

TOTAL 

I^IISIHH 1-800-334-2053 


$2.95 

AL-102 



commentary 

America Expelled 




BY WILLIAM J. BENNETT 

I was on a train one late Septem- 
ber morning in the wake of the 
tragic terrorist attacks. I opened 
the newspaper and was shocked 
by what I read. 

In New York City, a journalist 
had approached a cluster of 
young people lounging in Wash- 
ington Square Park not far from 
the still-smoking ruins of the 
World Trade Center. Asked by the 
reporter whether they would con- 
sider taking up arms to defend 
their country against those who - 
only two-and-a-half weeks earlier 
- had incinerated thousands of 



Americans, each in his or her 
own way demurred. One said he 
was unwilling to "endanger" his 
personal hopes of becoming a 
filmmaker. "There are," he said, 
plenty of "people who are more 
willing to fight, who have the 
mindset of killing/' Another ob- 
jected that "we're not about caus- 
es here. We're about individual- 
ism." A third, trumping the other 
two, offered: "This is all [Ameri- 
ca's] fault anyway." 

Another anecdote, told by my 
colleague Chester E. Finn Jr., 
echoes the point. Lunching with 
an old acquaintance in the after- 
math of Sept. 11, Finn complained 



about the educational materials 
already being distributed to help 
elementary and high-school teach- 
ers deal with the terrorist attacks. 
The materials came from places 
like the National Education Asso- 
ciation, the National Association 
of School Psychologists and even 
from the offices of New York's ed- 
ucation commissioner. The materi- 
als, Finn lamented, were "long on 
pluralism but short on patriot- 
ism." His lunch companion, a 
leader in higher education, 
replied, "I don't disagree with 
your point. But do you have to use 
the word 'patriotism'? It makes 
many of us uncomfortable." 
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One final example 
from the days after 
Sept. 11: Earlier this 
year, USA Today report- 
ed that businessman 
William Sanders was 
"waging a one-man 
campaign to get the na- 
tion's schools to hang a 
portrait of George 
Washington in their 
halls." It should be an 
easy task, you might 
imagine, to give away 
free portraits in an ef- 
fort to remind students 
of our first president, 
the great patriot who 
wrote, "It should be the 
highest ambition of 
every American to ex- 
tend his views beyond 
himself, and to bear in 
mind that his conduct 
will not only affect 
himself, his country, 
and his immediate pos- 
terity; but that its influ- 
ence may be co-exten- 
sive with the world, 
and stamp political 
happiness or misery on 
ages yet unborn." 

Sanders' 
philanthropic venture 
turned out to be more 
difficult than he 
thought. Although he 
ordered 2,400 portraits, 
only about 60 found 
their way into schools. 
It is worth noting that 
Sanders started his 
campaign in his home 
state of New Jersey, 
where the state's department of 
education recently announced 
that George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, the 
Pilgrims and the Mayflower are 
not included in the revised state 
history standards. 

How could any school refuse to 
hang the portrait of the father of 
our country? How could any 
school refuse to teach about the 
great heroes of our nation? How 
could anyone not be a proud de- 
fender of America? The questions 
are important, and they require a 
longer, more complete answer 
than I can provide in this space. 



How could any school refuse to 
hang the portrait of the father of 
our country? How could any 
school refuse to teach about the 
great heroes of our nation? How 
could anyone not be a proud 
defender of America?'' 




But suffice it to say that for some 
40 years, leading educators, opin- 
ion leaders and cultural icons 
have led a moral and intellectual 
assault on this nation. They have 
been saying, writing and teaching 
that Western civilization is a self- 
ish, materialistic, capitalistic pred- 
ator of weak, poor nations and 
that right and wrong, good and 
evil, are themselves matters of 
perspective, if not of mere indi- 
vidual opinion. 

"Not Better, Just Different." 

Young children enrolled in our 
country's schools - are routinely 



taught to believe that 
America represents 
nothing more than one 
of many different 
nations; that no one cul- 
ture is better or worse 
than another; that cul- 
tural values different 
from our own, regard- 
less of their substance, 
need to be accepted in a 
spirit of sympathetic tol- 
erance; and that, all 
things considered, 
Americans have at least 
as much to answer for 
as to be proud of. 
Speaking the truth and 
saying the United States 
of America is a great na- 
tion and a beacon of 
hope for others can be a 
risky matter, especially 
for young students. Af- 
ter all, using words like 
"superior," "great" or 
even "good" is a viola- 
tion of the canons of po- 
litical correctness. 

Don't misunderstand 
me; I'm not saying we 
were passive after Sept. 
11 . Flags flew every- 
where, and patriotism 
rolled down like a tide. 
Virtually as one we wept 
in horror at the unspeak- 
able deeds of the killers; 
we poured compassion 
for the victims and their 
families; we supplicated 
heaven; we sang our an- 
thems to the police, fire- 
fighters and rescue work- 
ers who threw mind, 
muscle, soul and last bursting 
breath into saving anyone they 
could. We have supported our 
troops as they fight the long, 
hard, perilous war against terror- 
ists in Afghanistan and around 
the world. 

Despite these tangible, positive 
signs of the upsurge in American 
patriotism, though, the fact is 
that the state of civic education 
in this country is abysmal. 
William Damon, director of the 
Center on Adolescence at Stan- 
ford University, recently quoted 
this warning from Robert May- 
nard Hutchins, the late president 
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"America must be ready, 
willing and fully armed to 
defend itself from without. But it 
also must also be fully equipped 
to defend itself from threatening 
forces within!' 



of the University of Chicago: 
"The death of democracy is not 
likely to be an assassination from 
ambush. It will be a slow extinc- 
tion from apathy, indifference 
and undernourishment/' Though 
it is hard to imagine "apathy, in- 
difference and 

undernourishment" in the wake 
of the unprecedented destruction 
in New York City and at the Pen- 
tagon, Hutchins' warning 
remains a vitally important one. 
America must be ready, willing 
and fully armed to defend itself 
from without. It also must also be 
fully equipped to defend itself 
from threatening forces within. 

Damon takes Hutchins' warn- 
ing seriously, pointing out that 
young Americans have been "dis- 
engaged from civic and political 
activities to a degree unimagin- 
able a mere generation ago . . . 
Today there are no leaders, no 
causes, no legacy of past trials or 
accomplishments that inspire 
much more than apathy or cyni- 
cism from the young." Statistics 
that confirm this observation are 
shocking. Compared to the 1972 
presidential election, when 18- 
year-olds were given the right to 
vote and when 47 percent of 
those between the ages of 18 and 
24 voted, only 27 percent voted 
in 1996. And in 2000, the closest 
presidential election in American 
history, only 18 percent of 18- to 
29-year-olds voted. 

Unfortunately, these numbers 
are not terribly surprising once 
you consider how little our stu- 
dents know about this country. 
Fewer than one in 10 U.S. high- 
school students are able to cite 
two reasons why it is important 
for citizens to participate in a 



democracy, and 
even fewer - 
only 6 percent - 
can identify two 
reasons why 
having a consti- 
tution benefits 
a country. A 
recent survey 
conducted by 
the American 
Council of 
Trustees and 
Alumni found 
that only one in three college sen- 
iors can identify George Washing- 
ton as the American general at 
Yorktown; fewer than one in four 
know that James Madison was 
the "father of the Con- 
stitution;" only one 
in five can identify 
the phrase "gov- 
ernment of the peo- 
ple, by the people, 
for the people" as 
part of the Gettysburg 
Address. Even this is 
unsurprising, given 
how little emphasis is 
placed on American his 
tory by our most presti- 
gious universities. Of 
the 55 top-ranked uni- 
versities in the na- 
tion, not a single 
one requires a 
course in 
American histo- 
ry, and only 
three require a 
course in West- 
ern civilization. 

A Vast Relearn- 
ing. The problem 
is that citizens can 
not comprehend 
domestic and in- 
ternational issues 
without some 
idea about the 
train of events 
leading up to to- 
day's questions. 
By studying our 
history, by cele- 
brating its he- 
roes, by exam- 
ining and un- 
derstanding 
its failures as 



well as its incomparable achieve- 
ments, we grasp the value of our 
political tradition - and we lay a 
strong foundation for a deep, 
long-lasting patriotism as 
opposed to sparks of brilliance 
that inevitably fizzle. If students 
do not know their nation's past, 
have never been informed about 
the values of their society, how 
can they ever participate knowl- 
edgeably in our national life? If 
they never learn why we are an 
exceptional nation, how can we 
expect them to make sac- 
rifices for her - even if it 
simply means voting? 
This is the vacuum into 
which have stepped the mul- 
ticulturalists, the relativists 
and the anti- Americans. It is 
sustained by a cultural 
and moral relativism 
that - in place of 
teaching students to 
love their country 
and be prepared to 
make sacrifices 
for it - overlays 
their igno- 
rance of its 
history with a 
"sophisticat- 
ed" under- 
standing of 
America as 
but one cul- 
tural option 
among many 
of equal 
worth. It then 
replaces the 
impulse to 
love and 
defend it 
with detach- 
ment, indiffer- 
ence or shame. 
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A vast relearning must take 
place. The burden of this relearn- 
ing falls upon all of us. But most 
especially it falls on educators. 
The defect can only be redressed 
by the reinstatement of a thor- 
ough, honest study of our histo- 
ry, undistorted by the lens of po- 
litical correctness and pseudo- 
sophisticated relativism. This is 
why my own education company 
launched a free American Patrio- 
tism Program available world- 
wide to parents, teachers and 
schools at www.K12.com. We 
incorporated new technology 
into old stories and speeches to 
help spark "relearning" about 
the United States. We are follow- 
ing William Wordsworth's 
words: "What we have loved, 
others will love; and we will 
teach them how." 

Not Perfect, But Promising. Our 

country is something to 
celebrate. Why should we shrink 
from saying so? A sober study of 
our history demonstrates beyond 
question that America has pro- 
vided a greater degree of 
freedom, equality and justice to 
more people than any nation in 
history. America is the place peo- 
ple run to when, in hope or 
hopelessness, they are running 
from someplace else. 

Of course, a positive assess- 
ment of American history is not 
the same thing as an uncritical 
assessment. If we were created 
by a political vision, our story is 
of a struggle to realize that 
vision. A struggle has its ups and 
downs, its advances and set- 
backs; it is subject not only to 
changing circumstance and to 
the shifting quality of leadership 
in any generation, but also to the 
vicissitudes of human character 
and the enduring waywardness 
of the human heart. We have cer- 
tainly had our failures, some of 
them shameful. But never once, I 
think, have we lost sight of our 
moral ideals - which is why, 
time and again, we have 
succeeded in confronting, over- 
coming and transcending the 
stains on our own record. Who 
among the nations can enter a 
similar claim? 



"Am I embarrassed to speak 
for a less-than-perfect democra- 
cy?" asked Sen. Daniel P. Moyni- 
han, ambassador to the United 
Nations in the mid-1970s, who 
forcefully withstood the ideologi- 
cal assault within that institution 
on Western values. His answer: 
"Not one bit. Find me a better 
one. Do I suppose there are soci- 
eties which are free of sin? No, I 
don't. Do I think ours is, on bal- 
ance, incomparably the most 
hopeful set of human relations 
the world has? Yes, I do." 

It is starting from here, from 
this bedrock understanding, that 
an education in patriotism 
should proceed. "In telling the 
story of the American political 
experience," Yale historian Don- 
ald Kagan said, "we must insist 
on the honest search for truth." 
True patriotism does not require 
uncritical love of country. It in- 
stead insists on an honest 



accounting of our flaws so that 
we may address them. Abraham 
Lincoln fought to end slavery; he 
did not pretend that it did not 
exist or that it was not a blight 
on our heritage. To ignore the 
darker moments of our history 
would be to betray the legacy of 
our founding fathers. Madison 
wrote that he was a "loving crit- 
ic" of the nation that he helped 
midwife into existence. We are 
called to do nothing less. 

But in the times in which we 
live, the danger is not a failure to 
recognize our shortcomings. It is, 
rather, a failure to recognize that 
those shortcomings are the 



exception; that America, by and 
large, has been a force for good 
in the world; that she is the 
greatest nation in the world and 
the greatest nation in the history 
of the world. Teaching American 
patriotism today requires us not 
to tell our children about the 
times that we have failed to live 
up to our ideals, but about the 
power and promise of the ideals 
themselves; about the times we 
have lived up to them; and about 
the people around the world who 
look to them as a shining beacon 
of hope. 

It is no accident that when 
people risk imprisonment or 
death to march for liberty and 
democracy - whether they are in 
China or Iran - they do so under 
the words and the symbols of the 
United States. Our children need 
to be made aware of the noble 
heritage to which they are heirs. 
They need to realize that it is a 



cause for immense pride. And 
they need to be taught to love 
their country - not solely 
because it is theirs, but because 
it truly represents the "last best 
hope on earth." □ 

William J. Bennett served as Secre- 
tary of Education and Labor He is 
currently chairman ofK12 Inc., an 
elementary- and secondary-educa- 
tion company, and co-director of 
Empower America. This article is 
based in part on his upcoming 
book "Why We Fight: Moral Clarity 
and the War on Terrorism. " 

Article design: King Doxsee 



'Teaching American patriotism today 
requires us not to tell our children about the 
times that we have failed to live up to our 
ideals , but about the power and promise of 
the ideals themselves, about the times we 
have lived up to them, about the people 
around the world who look to them as a 
shining beacon of hope!' 
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World- Class : 

CUtVwith 

Couthern 
Charm 



Charlotte, N.C., 
plays host to 84th 
American Legion 
Convention 




Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden features 
carefully tended horticultural exhibits nes- 
tled among natural woodlands of the Pied- 
mont region . Courtesy Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden 



BY JAMES V. CARROLL 

Charlotte is an opaque bowl 
chock full of candy for the 
eyes, ears, stomach, mind 
and soul. To fully enjoy the city 
requires a headlong jump into the 
trove to find untold hidden treas- 
ures among its nooks and cran- 
nies. The adventurous discover 
backstreet sanctuaries containing 
sculptures, courtyards, fountains, 
boutiques and outdoor dining - 
all tucked neatly away, sheltered 
from the activity of the busy city 
a few feet away. 

Most of these intimate hideaways 
are within walking distance of up- 
town hotels and the Charlotte Con- 
vention Center, home of the 84th 
American Legion National Conven- 
tion, Aug. 23 to 29. One such 
haven, Thomas Polk Park, is nestled 
in the city's center square on the 
southwest corner of Trade and Try- 
on streets. A visitor to this land- 
scaped sanctuary is rewarded with 
soothing sounds of falling water, a 
respite from the hustle and bustle of 
the uptown business district. 



The Charms 
of Charlotte 

Charlotte and the 
surrounding areas are 
divided into eight 
geographic regions: 

□ North Charlotte/ 
Lake Norman 

□ University/Speedway 

□ East Charlotte/ 
Merchandise Mart 

□ South Charlotte/Matthews 

□ SouthPark 

□ South Charlotte/Pineville 

□ Airport/Coliseum 

□ Center City 
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Uptown Charlotte also offers 
faster-paced activities for visitors 
seeking instant gratification for all 
five senses. The Queen City is 
proud of its world-class cultural 
centers, performing-arts centers, 
bistros, nightclubs, outdoor land- 
and water-recreation areas, shop- 
ping centers and sports venues. 
Many of these attractions can be 
found along three looped routes 
traversed by streetcar-like minibus- 
es known as the Gold Rush Circula- 
tor. The free buses run continuous- 
ly Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., stopping at each 
marked bus stop every seven min- 
utes. Regular city buses also are 
available for those whose destina- 
tions are beyond uptown Charlotte, 
and a historic trolley line carries 
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Charlotte 
By the Numbers 

Population -551,645 

U.S. Rank - 26th largest city 
Land Area - 257.5 square miles 
Households - 262,400 
Unemployment - 2.6 percent 
Professional Sports - Charlotte 
Hornets, Carolina Panthers, NASCAR 
Parks - 14,000 acres, 19 recreational 
centers 

August/September Temperature 
Averages - Highs 82-88, Lows 63-69 
Humidity -83 percent 
Annual Rainfall - 3.5 inches 
Sunny Days -20 

Source: Charlotte Chamber of Commerce 





Lake Norman, North Carolina's largest 
man-made lake, covers 32,510 acres 
and has more than 520 miles of shore- 
line. Courtesy Charlotte CVB 

visitors around the city's SouthEnd. 

Charlotte offers cultural attrac- 
tions such as the Afro-American 
Cultural Center, which is dedicated 
to the preservation, promotion and 
presentation of black art, history 
and cultural tradition. The recently 
renovated Levine Museum of the 
New South houses the nation's 
most comprehensive interpretation 



of post-Civil War southern history. 
The Tryon Center for Visual Arts is 
dedicated to enhancing and pro- 
moting the visual arts in Mecklen- 
burg County. Discovery Place is 
one of the nation's top hands-on 
science museums. 

Charlotte's dining table is di- 
verse. Besides traditional Ameri- 
can fare, visitors can find cuisine 
including Cajun, Chinese, Ethiopi- 
an, French, German, Indian, Ital- 
ian, Japanese, Latin American, 
Malaysian, Mexican, Spanish, 
Thai and Vietnamese. Uptown 
nightlife and music also is eclec- 
tic. Cocktail lounges, cigar bars, 
sports bars, dance clubs, and a 
billiards and darts bar dot the up- 
town scene, while visitors can en- 
joy music ranging from blues to 



Above: Lowe's Motor 
Speedway is home to 
three Winston Cup and 
two Busch series races. 
More than 50 racing 
teams call the Charlotte 
area home. 

Courtesy Charlotte CVB 

Left: Carolina Raptor 
Center is a living muse- 
um and rehabilitation 
site for birds of prey in 
Latta Plantation Nature 
Preserve. 

Courtesy Carolina Raptor Center 



rock, Zydeco to jazz, folk to Latin. 

As exciting and rewarding as 
uptown Charlotte might be, enter- 
tainment opportunities outside 
Center City also are worth the 
travel. Legionnaires are encour- 
aged to arrive several days prior 
to the convention or stay a couple 
days afterward to visit other at- 
tractions in the Charlotte area and 
throughout North Carolina. 

To make the best of limited 
time, visitors might choose to di- 
vide their area travels into geo- 
graphic clusters in any direction: 

North. Nature lovers and water 
enthusiasts should explore Latta 
Plantation, where costumed inter- 
preters lead guided tours through 
the 1800 home of James Latta, a 
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traveling merchant and cotton 
planter. At Carolina Raptor Cen- 
ter, a wooded mile-long display 
offers visitors a close-up look at 
20 different species of raptors, in- 
cluding owls, hawks, falcons and 
bald eagles. The center is licensed 
to rehabilitate birds of prey. Water 
is the name of the game at Lake 
Norman, where a family can en- 
joy a fun-filled day of swimming, 
fishing, skiing, tubing, wake 
boarding or just taking in the 
sights from a rented boat. 




Thomas Polk Park offers a quiet respite 
at the Tryon and Trade Streets intersec- 
tion in downtown Charlotte. James V. Carroll 

Northeast. Lowe's Motor Speed- 
way is a few minutes northeast of 
Charlotte. The 1.5-mile high- 
banked track is considered a mec- 
ca for NASCAR racing fans, as the 
late racing legend Dale Earnhardt 
was born a few miles north in 
Kannapolis. While in the neigh- 
borhood, visit Concord Mills Mall. 
Awaiting shoppers are more than 
200 stores, restaurants and enter- 
tainment options, including a 24- 
screen movie complex and a huge 
Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World. 

East. A short drive to the city's 
southeast is both educational and 
entertaining. Reed Gold Mine is 
the site of the first documented 
discovery of gold in the country. 
In 1799, John Reed's son, Conrad, 
found a 17-pound yellow rock 
that was for three years used as a 
doorstop at the Reed house. Later 
identified as gold, a Fayetteville 
jeweler purchased the nugget for 
the asked-for price of $3.50, 
though its value was more than 
$3,600. Visitors can tour under- 
ground shafts of this closed mine 
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Day trips 




Courtesy Don Cohen and NCZP 

North Carolina Zoological Park 



□ Hickory Furniture Mart - Nation's largest home-furnishing resource. The Mart's 
100-plus factory stores sell more than 1,000 lines with more than 20 acres of 
showrooms. Full shipping services. From Charlotte, take I-85 West to U.S. 321 North. Turn 
right on Startown Road and then turn left on U.S. 70. Drive time: 1.25 hours. 
H North Carolina Zoological Park - One 
of America's finest, largest zoos. Approxi- 
mately 1,100 animals representing 250 
species in natural habitat, more than 60,000 
plants and Touch and Learn Center. From 
Charlotte, take 49 North to Asheboro. Drive 
time: less than 2 hours. 

Chimney Rock Park - Best of the moun- 
tains in one place. Ride a 26-story elevator 
inside the mountain and enjoy 75-mile views 
of sheer cliffs and beautiful Lake Lure. Five 
hiking trails, two that lead to 404-foot Hicko- 
ry Nut Falls. From Charlotte take I-85 South 
to Highway 74 West. Take exit 167 onto Highway 9 and follow to park entrance. 
Drive time: 2 hours. 

□ Biltmore Estates - At America's largest 
home, visitors will enjoy the 250-room Biltmore 
House, vast gardens, award-winning winery, 
shops, restaurants and sweeping vista of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. From Charlotte, take 
I-77 North to I-40 West. The estate is just north 
of Exit 50 or 50-B on Highway 25 in Asheville. 
Drive time: 2 to 3 hours. 
0 Appalachian Wildwaters - Adventures on 
the New and Gauley rivers in southern West 
Virginia. One-day or overnight rafting adven- 
tures available. From Charlotte, take I-77 North 
to Beckley, W.Va. Take route 19 to Appalachian 
Drive and turn right onto Harlem Heights Road. 
Outpost is on left. Drive time: 3.5 hours. 
0 Fort Sumter, Charleston, S.C. - The bombardment by Confederate brigades of 
Fort Sumter was the opening engagement of the American Civil War. Union forces later 
evacuated the Charleston Bay military fort. From Charlotte, take I-77 South to I-26 South 
to Charleston. Drive time: 4 hours. 

U Pamplin Historical Park & The National Museum of the Civil War Soldier -Trail 
meanders through 1865 battlefield where U.S. Grant's Union forces broke Robert E. Lee's 
defensive line guarding Petersburg, Va. Three museums utilize the most advanced exhibit 
techniques. From Charlotte take I-85 to Exit 63-A near Petersburg. Entrance is a mile 
south on Route 1. Drive time: 4.5 hours. 

Source: Trip Magazine and Charlotte Convention & Visitors Bureau Visitors Guide 




Courtesy Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC 

Biltmore Estates in Asheville, N.C. 
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He's always faithful...to the dream of 
being a Marine! 





"Always Faithful' 

This little "Devil Pup" is as tough as he looks! 

Affordably priced at 
4 payments of $19.99 

plus shipping and handling 

Unconditionally guaranteed for one full year or 
your money back (including postage)! 

It's a big dream, but he's up to it: to someday join 
The Few. The Proud. The Marines/' just like his Dad, 
and his Granddad before him. One look at this 
little "Devil Pup/' and it's clear he's already got 
what it takes! He's hand-painted porcelain 
by artist Titus Tomescu, dressed in cam- 
ouflage trousers and a USMC cover 
(cap). His sweatshirt features the 
"Semper Fi" motto and 
'Chesty." And his bulldog 
pup, "Li'l Chesty/' even has 
his name embroidered on 
his collar. Celebrate the 
proud legacy of the 
Marines with this feisty 
little guy and his pup for 
just $79.99 plus shipping 
and handling. Order today! 



The Ashton-Drake Galleries 

® 

Bringing You Dolls of Irresistible Value 



The Hfflfl? Collectible Porcelain Doll 

PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY 

OYES! Please reserve "Semper Fi" for 
me. I understand I will be billed for the first pay- 
ment before doll shipment. 

• Send No Money Now 

• 4 Easy Payments of $19.99* (plus shipping) 

• 365-Day, Money-Back Guarantee 




Actual size of doll is 9% inches high, seated. 
Complete with sculpted "Li'l Chesty" bulldog pup 
and hand-numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 

Neither the United States Marine Corps nor any other component of the 
Department of Defense has approved, endorsed or authorized this product. 



Ashton-Drake. Bringing You Dolls of Irresistible Value!® 



Signature 


Date 
( ) 


Name (please print clearly) 


Telephone 


Address 


City 


State Zip 



© 2001 The Ashton-Drake Galleries, 9200 N. Maryland Ave., 
Niles, IL 60714-1397 76305-CC2AR 



collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Ashton-Drake Galleries and All Things Collectible 



*Total price of $86.97 per doll includes $6.98 shipping and 
handling. Sales tax additional on shipments to Illinois. 
Please allow 10 to 12 weeks for delivery, pending credit 
approval. Price is higher in Canada. 76305-D94901 

The Ashton-Drake Galleries 

9200 North Maryland Ave., Niles, Illinois 60714-1397 



Charlotte's golden years 




A bronze sculpture of the city's name- 
sake, Queen Charlotte, adorns a court- 
yard at the Charlotte International Trade 

Center. James V.Carroll 



The discovery of a 17- 
pound gold nugget in 1799 
by 12-year-old Conrad Reed 
catapulted nearby Charlotte 
into a leading financial cen- 
ter in the early 1800s. It's a 
distinction the city has two 
centuries later. From its 
humble beginning 250 years 
ago at the crossroads of two 
Indian paths east of the 
Catawba River in North Car- 
olina's backcountry Char- 
lotte is now home to two of 
America's five largest banks: 
Wachovia and the Bank of 
America. Charlotte also is 
home to a branch of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Richmond. 

Charlotte is the second-largest banking 
center in the country. Its banks control 
nearly $900 billion in assets. More than 300 
of the country's Fortune 500 companies are 
represented in Charlotte. 

German colonists settled the area in the 
1740s at about the same time Scotch-Irish 
settlers traveled south along the Great Wag- 
on Road from Philadelphia. The "Queen 
City" owes its name to Princess Charlotte, 
later the queen to England's King George III. 
A bronze statue honoring the German-born 
Charlotte Sophia adorns a small courtyard 
at the Charlotte International Trade Center. 

The town was incorporated in 1778, and 
the discovery of gold in 1799 brought with it a 
proliferation of gold mines and prospectors. 




A bird's-eye view of Tryon and Trade Streets from atop 
the Independence Center. The downtown intersection 
divides Charlotte into four wards. James V. Carroll 



Miners and other opportunists, seeking 
even more riches, packed up and hurried 
west to California in the mid-1 800s. After 
gold came King Cotton, and with it came 
the textile industry. The ensuing prosperity 
brought railroads, the interstate highway 
system and an airport. 

Today Charlotte is a city rich in diverse 
and exciting attractions. It serves as an in- 
ternational gateway to the Carolinas with 
non-stop air service to nine international 
destinations, including Bermuda, Mexico, 
the United Kingdom, Jamaica, the Bahamas, 
Puerto Rico, the Netherlands and Canada. 
Charlotte Douglas International Airport of- 
fers more than 500 daily flights to more 
than 160 cities. 



or pan for gold. The Mint Muse- 
um of Art, a former location of 
the U.S. Mint, and the Charlotte 
Museum of History also are in 
this cluster. And shoppers will 
surely want to visit more than 100 
stores - and an indoor ice skating 
rink - at Eastland Mall. 

South. Excitement is the operative 
word at Paramount's Carowinds, 
two theme parks in one. Adven- 
ture waits with 10 kid-to-king- 
sized roller coasters, and Water- 
Works Park is an excellent venue 
to cool down, soak up the waves, 
sprays and splashes. The 
Children's Theatre of Charlotte, 
McDowell Nature Preserve, and 
Wing Haven Gardens and Bird 
Sanctuary also are located in this 
area. The James K. Polk Memori- 
al, located in Pineville on the site 
of the birthplace of the 11th Presi- 
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dent of the United States, com- 
memorates significant events of 
the Polk administration. Of course, 
visitors can shop until they drop 
at Outlet Market Place, SouthPark 
Mall, Carolina Place Mall and 
Prime Outlets at Gaffney. 

West. A trip to this cluster is not 
complete without a visit to Daniel 
Stowe Botanical Garden. Four ma- 
jor theme gardens are featured at 
the 110-acre site, which includes 
the Four Seasons garden, a tropi- 
cally themed canal garden 
anchored by a 255-foot dancing 
water feature, a perennial garden 
and charming cottage garden. Air- 
plane buffs will not want to over- 
look the Carolinas Aviation Muse- 
um at Charlotte Douglas Interna- 
tional Airport. The museum 
houses numerous historic aircraft 
and artifacts. 



"There's just something about 
Charlotte that makes people want 
to visit - and come back," says 
Melvin Tennant, president and 
CEO of the Charlotte Convention 
& Visitors Bureau. "Maybe it's be- 
cause there's so much to see and 
do in a world-class city that main- 
tains southern charm. Maybe it's 
because it's so easy to get here 
and get around while you are 
here. Or maybe it's the wide vari- 
ety of excellent accommodations, 
restaurants and attractions. But 
we guess that it has more than a 
little to do with the warm way we 
welcome our guests with an ac- 
cent on hospitality." □ 

James V. Carroll is an assistant 
editor for The American Legion 
Magazine. 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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^932 Ford Cov fif 



SALE 

$ 10 

at $29.98 
Precision-engineered 



To Original Ford® 
Specifications It Features 
Full Operating Parts 




The ultimate head-turner 
of its time, the 1932 V-8 
Ford reigns as the center- 
stage showpiece of car 
museums. Now, by license 
of the Ford Motor 
Company, every last 
component of this classic 
has been faithfully 
replicated in precise 
scale ratio: distinctive 
grille-mounted 
chrome-look horn, 
twin running boards, dual- 
opening hood, steerable 
rubber tire wheels, doors that open, 



Features: 
Opening Doors 
Dual-Opening Hood 
Movable Rumble Seat 
Detailed Engine Parts 
Much More 




chrome-look 
spare... every 
intricate part is show- 
room perfect. Built for 
speed and sculptured 
with a 'Prohibition Body'. 
Car lovers waited on long 
showroom lines just to 
glimpse this automotive 
breakthrough. Now, 
nearly 70 years later, 
serious collectors remain 
so fascinated by this 
classic V-8 replica. It is the 
most sought-after of all 
Ford collectibles ever made available. 



Also Available — 1932 Ford® Deluxe Convertible 

The Top of the Line — 

The Convertible Sedan was 
Ford's most expensive 
model in 1932 at $650. 
Less than 900 were 
produced. 



FOR MORE COLLECTIBLE CARS VISIT US AT: 

www.motormint.com 




FEATURES: 
Dual-Opening Hood, 
Twin Running Boards, Whitewall Tires, 

Chrome-Look Trim Scale: 1:32-5" Long 

© 2002 The National Motor Museum Mint, 1 Eversley Ave., Norwalk, CT 06851-5844 



NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM MINT, Dept. FCPC-0203 
1 Eversley Ave, Norwalk, CT 06851-5844 

Please send me the following on your money-back 
guarantee, less p&h. 

□ One Die-Cast Vehicle Only $10 (valued at $29.98) 

□ Coupe □ Convertible 

□ Both models Only $20 

□ BEST OFFER: Two sets, (Four cars) 
Only $40 (Limit two sets per address) 

Add $5 p&h no matter what you order 
CT residents please add 6% Sales Tax 

Enclosed is Check or Money Order 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ MasterCard □ American Express 



Acct# . 
Name . 



_Exp. 



Address . 
City 



State 



_Zip . 



E-mail address: . 



Ordinary Heroes 



Medal-of-Honor recipients reflect 
on freedom, faith and duty 

I never woke up and went to war. I woke up and went to the 
sandbox. It seems to me that much of my generation grew up the 
same way. Fortunate. And, hopefully, very grateful. The fact is, 
these men risked their lives to afford me mine. 

If you have ever been at a loss as to whom to thank for your 
freedom, or for the peace your children enjoy, you can start with 
these men. - Timothy wallis 



Editor's Note - The 

following excerpts are 
taken from the book 
"Ordinary Heroes, " 
©2001. Story by Timo- 
thy Wallis and photo- 
graphs by Tom Casali- 
ni. Used by permis- 
sion of Sweet Pea 
Press, (800) 755-3706. 



Van Barfoot was born in 1919. He 
fought in World War II and tells of the 
intense yet primitive training they were 
given. Stovepipes were used to simulate 
mortars, and sticks were held as 




makeshift rifles. He remembers the 
heavy water-cooled machine guns he 
actually carried through Italy. But he 
also carried something else with him - 
his faith. It began with his mother, who 
instilled in him a strong religious belief. 
She would hold his hand in church, and 
he often felt that as he marched across 
a battlefield, he was again holding her 
hand or the hand of his wife or sister. 
When they all three left this earth, he 
felt that their hands were replaced by 
the Lord's hand. And that is how he has 
lived his life. Holding onto his beliefs. 
The belief that everyone is your brother 
and that we need our fellow man. "I 
saw a lot of black and white men lying 
bleeding on the field of battle, and as 
far as I could tell, their blood was the 
same color," says Barfoot. 



Most recipients of the Medal of 
Honor have citations that describe 

FALLEN JAMES LYNCH 

U.S. Army, Vietnam 

Some things are kept 
inside a man. Some things 
are never spoken. They are 

only seen in his eyes. 
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They dedicated their best years to keeping America strong... 
Decades later many would get sick from the 




From the 1930s to 1965 the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard teemed with 
activity. Thousands of men and 
women worked there — and at hun- 
dreds of other shipyards, facto- 
ries, powerhouses and construc- 
tion sites — to keep America strong 
through times of war and peace. 

They were unaware of the silent 
danger that stalked them every 
working day — asbestos. 

For many, it would take decades 
before the symptoms started show- 
ing — shortness of breath, a cough 
that wouldn't go away, chronic 
fatigue. 

And then the diagnosis — 
Mesothelioma or Lung Cancer — 

diseases that often entailed serious 



health consequences. 

If you are a victim of asbestos- 
related mesothelioma or lung 
cancer, or a victim's immediate 
survivor, you should understand 
your rights and know what you are 
entitled to. 

A free consultation with Weitz & 
Luxenberg will help you choose 
your best course of action. Weitz & 
Luxenberg has been one of the lead- 
ing asbestos law firms in 
the United States for more than 
ten years. 

To speak with one of our repre- 
sentatives and to obtain a copy 
of our free booklet on asbestos 
litigation, call us toll-free at 
1-800-476-6070. 



About Weitz & Luxenberg 

•Weitz & Luxenberg has successfully settled 
thousands of asbestos cases and is presently 
litigating many more thousands of asbestos 
cases from all across America. 

• Over 70% of all asbestos cases on the New 
York City trial docket for the year 2001 are 
being handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

• Over the years, Weitz & Luxenberg has won 
verdicts totaling in excess of $340,000,000 
for asbestos victims. 

•Weitz & Luxenberg is powered by over 50 
attorneys and 250 support personnel, all ded- 
icated to serve your best interests. 

•Weitz & Luxenberg offers comprehensive 
client care by maintaining separate worker's 
compensation, estate and client relations 
departments on their behalf. 



Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 

LAW OFFICES 

Setting the standard in asbestos litigation for over a decade 
180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

Future verdicts or settlements cannot 
be predicted from prior results. 



1(800)476-6070 



The statute of limitations of your 
respective state will help 

Call for a free consultation & booklet your ability to file a claim. 



W WW. We it Z lllX • C O III respective state will help determine 



FRANCIS S. CURREY 

U.S. Army, World War II 

T 

President 
Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
personally told 
him that if his 
actions had not 
taken place that 
day, the war in 
Europe would 
have lasted six 
more weeks. 



them brandishing weapons in their 
gallant efforts to save lives and 
advance their division's cause. Howev- 
er, the citation for Desmond T. Doss is 
absent of any action with him holding 
a gun. His beliefs prevented him from 
carrying a weapon of any kind. Even 
in war. He relied on his faith and his 
deep respect for the value of human 
life to get him through. As a medic, he 
believed in saving life, not taking it. 
And so Desmond Doss did just that. 
He saved lives. 

In one intense battle on Okinawa, 
Doss helped treat the wounds of many 
men and, in the onslaught of heavy 
enemy fire, boldly lowered them down 
a jagged cliff to safety. During this ac- 
tion he was hit and, rather than put 
another medic's life in jeopardy, went 
about treating his own wound. Ironi- 
cally, he strapped a shattered rifle 
stock to his fractured arm as a splint 
and crawled to an aid station using 
only his faith as ammunition. 



Barney Barnum says of putting war 
in perspective, "It's about the things 
one Marine does for another Marine. 
You don't do it for the flag or for moth- 
erhood. You do it so as not to let your 
buddy down. It's about the person on 




your right or your left." 

He talks about his time in Vietnam 
and the moments that don't make the 
headlines but are at the core of success, 
survival and sanity. "It's sharing from a 
canteen, cutting your last cigarette in 
half, helping carry a guy's machine gun 
who is exhausted," he says. "War sto- 
ries don't need to be talked about. If 
you were there and saw the killing and 
destruction, that's enough. It's not 
cocktail stuff." 



Charles Murray thinks a lot about 
his platoon. "That's what the war is to 
you. Your small group of eight to 10 
guys," says Murray. "You hold their 
hands while they die. That's what I 
think about." 

Six years after the battle in which 
Murray was cited for the Medal of Hon- 
or, he visited the actual area with his 
wife and his sons who were ages 4 and 
6. Among random ammo boxes and 
sporadic shell casings, his mind flipped 
back to the bitter cold battle when a 
German soldier tossed the grenade that 
wounded him. He tries to visualize 
why he was spared and others died as 
bullets ripped at his boots and clothes 
and yet never took his life. And then he 
sees his sons fishing in a nearby pond 
that he once marched past as a First 
Lieutenant and wonders if he's looking 
at the answer. 



These aren't men who want to be 
put on pedestals. You may find them 
at the gas station or next to you in the 
checkout line of the supermarket. 
They are quietly leading lives by ex- 
ample, even with the burden of their 
own faults. 

What makes them heroes isn't just 
the fact that they crawled on their bel- 
lies under a blaze of bullets and 
through a curtain of napalm to save a 
wounded soldier. It's that they also 
cared enough to discipline their chil- 
dren, to be faithful to their families 
and to be respectful of their fellow hu- 
man beings. 

These all take courage. And courage 
is something we find in facing our fears. 
In pursuing our dreams. Courage is 
what transforms ordinary men into he- 
roes. It is what we find in the twilight's 
last gleaming. □ 

Article design: Holly K. Soria 
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Dramatic 
limited edition 
is a magnificent 

tribute to a 
heroic profession! 



Approximate size: 
5V2 inches high 



"To Serve 



When a police officer puts on his badge and heads 
out on the streets, he willingly puts his life on the 
line. Now a fully sculptural limited edition pays tribute 
to the badge-wearing heroes among us. Acclaimed artist 
Michael Herring's captivating art featuring police offi- 
cers in action is framed by a sculpted, golden-plated 
porcelain police badge. On the badge are the words 
every police officer lives by: To Serve and Protect. 

Anyone who ever served on the force or had a 
friend or loved one wear a badge with honor won't 
want to miss this outstanding limited edition pre- 
sentation. 

Strong demand is expected for this special trib- 
ute, and time-intensive handcrafting and hand- 
painting of each one-of-a-kind piece means 
availability will be restricted. Act now to acquire "To 
Serve and Protect" at the $39-95 issue price — backed 
by our 36 5 -day money-back guarantee. Send no 
money now. Just mail the coupon today. 

collectiblestoday. com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 




A masterpiece of 
sculpture and dramatic 
portraiture, this new 
issue is a tribute 
from every angle. 

©2002 BGE 08071-BD 



THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

THE/fi2^0F COLLECTING 



YES. Please enter my order for "Badge of Honor." 
I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $39.95* when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



Address 

City 

State 



-Zip. 



Signature 



08071 -E94991 

*Plus a total of $5.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales 
tax. Pending credit approval . Limited Edition Presentation restricted to 295 
casting days. Prices higher in Canada. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



living well 



Cholesterol management 




Corbis StockMarket 



There's more to it 
than reading the 
labels on your food. 

BY DR. JOHN R. FEUSSNER 

We've heard and read so much 
about it in recent years that many 
of us now routinely check the 
cholesterol levels of the foods we 
buy. That's important. But it's 
only a small part of what we can 
do to manage cholesterol levels 
and live healthier. 

Informed patients understand 
cholesterol and how its levels can 
be controlled. Too much choles- 
terol in your blood increases risk 
of coronary heart disease, heart 
attack and stroke. This is particu- 
larly important for men between 
35 and 65 and women between 
45 and 65. 

What is Cholesterol? Cholesterol 
is a lipid, or fat, produced primari- 
ly by the liver. We also acquire 
cholesterol through some of the 
foods we eat. Animal products 
such as meat, fish, eggs, milk, but- 
ter and cheese are sources of cho- 
lesterol. Foods from plants, such 
as fruits, vegetables and cereals do 
not contain cholesterol. Our bod- 
ies use cholesterol to make cell 
membranes; tissues in the heart, 
liver and muscles; certain 
hormones such as testosterone 
and estrogen; and bile acids essen- 



tial for digestion. However, high 
cholesterol helps form a fatty ma- 
terial called plaque, which clogs 
blood vessels - possibly leading to 
heart attack or stroke. 

The body transports cholesterol 
through the blood using carriers 
called lipoproteins. Cholesterol 
carried by low-density lipoprotein, 
or LDL, is commonly called "bad" 
cholesterol because it builds up in 
the arteries. By contrast, choles- 
terol carried by high-density 
lipoprotein, or HDL, is known as 
"good" cholesterol because it 
leaves the body through the liver. 
Your doctor can determine your 
cholesterol readings with a simple 
blood test. Many community or- 
ganizations also offer cholesterol 



screenings in cooperation with 
health-care providers. 

LDL levels less than 130 mg/dl 
and HDL levels more than 60 
mg/dl are considered by health 
professionals to be desirable. LDL 
levels higher than 160 mg/dl and 
HDH levels less than 35 mg/dl are 
considered high-risk. Total choles- 
terol levels of less than 200 mg/dl 
are desirable, while total choles- 
terol levels over 240 mg/dl are 
considered high-risk. 

What Can You Do? If you have 
high cholesterol levels, much can 
be done to lower them. A simple 
way to improve cholesterol levels is 
to reduce saturated fats in your 
diet, replacing ^see cholesterol, page 48 



VA compensates more irradiated vets 



The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has added five new can- 
cers to a list of diseases presumed 
to be connected to radiation expo- 
sure during military service. Vet- 
erans diagnosed with cancers of 
the bone, brain, colon, lung or 
ovary will now have an easier 
time establishing entitlement to 
compensation for their illnesses. 



The new rules apply to veter- 
ans who participated in "radia- 
tion-risk activities" while on 
active duty, during active duty 
for training or inactive duty 
training as a member of a 
reserve component. 

The definition of radiation- 
risk activities also has been ex- 
panded to include service at Am- 



chitka Island, Alaska, prior to 
Jan. 1, 1974, if a veteran was 
exposed while performing duties 
related to certain underground 
nuclear tests. The new defini- 
tion also includes service at 
gaseous diffusion plants located 
in Paducah, Ky., Portsmouth, 
Ohio, and an area known as K25 
at Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
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wonder and 
beauty of a wort 
of vision. 





SONY 

Trinitron® WEGA® 
flat screen monitor 
option 




PowerZoom" *"*-... 

Fingertip power magnification ** 
adjustment from 3x power up to 
lOOx power 





For information 
or to order call 

1-800-416-0758 

30-day money-back guarantee 

VideoEye! is a registered trademark of VideoEye Corporation. Patents 
pending. Trinitron and WEGA are trademarks of Sony Electronics Inc 

VideoEye! Corporation 
www. videoeyecorp. com 



If you or someone you love 
experiences impaired vision due 
to macular degeneration, you can 
dramatically increase your grasp 
of the visual world with a 
VideoEye power magnification 
system. 



living well 



VA launches drug-safety 
study for HIV-infected vets 



Partnering with other gov- 
ernment agencies and pharma- 
ceutical companies, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
is developing a national pro- 
gram to assess and ensure 
drug safety for veterans with 
HIV, or human immunodefi- 
ciency virus. 

The first step began with an 
interagency agreement recently 
signed by the Food and Drug 
Administration and VA, which 
oversees health care for more 
than 20,000 veterans being 
treated for HIV Under the 
agreement, VA and FDA will 
conduct an epidemiological 
study to look at the adverse 
effects of drugs used to treat 
HIV infection. 

As the largest single 
provider of health care for 
people with HIV in the United 
States, VA is in a unique posi- 



tion to partner with other or- 
ganizations to monitor the 
pros and cons of new, power- 
ful drugs. VA intends to ex- 
pand the program to include 
pharmaceutical companies in 
this field and to look at other 
areas of concern. 

The FDA will develop a 
Web-based software program 
that allows VAs clinicians to 
monitor certain drugs that may 
be linked to avascular necrosis 
(AVN) - the destruction of 
bone cells caused by deficient 
blood supply. The project will 
evaluate veterans suspected of 
having AVN, who are 
registered with VAs HIV Reg- 
istry in Palo Alto, Calif., the 
world's largest clinical data- 
base on HIV and AIDS. The 
registry contains data collected 
for 14 years on more than 
50,000 veterans. 



Reviewed data changes 
Agent Orange finding 



An Institute-of-Medicine 
(IOM) review of scientific data 
connecting exposure to Agent 
Orange to a rare form of child- 
hood leukemia among Vietnam 
veterans' offspring has failed 
to produce evidence support- 
ing a link. 

Based on corrected data, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
has reversed its position that a 
"limited/suggestive" link exists 
between acute myelogenous 
leukemia and Vietnam War 
veterans' exposure to Agent 
Orange. 

"If future studies reach the 
legal threshold, I will support 
creating benefits for these chil- 
dren of Vietnam veterans," said 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Anthony J. Principi. "Right 
now, the scientific evidence 
doesn't support a connection." 

American Legion Comman- 
der Richard J. Santos says the 



case should not be closed. 

"The government must con- 
tinue exhaustive reviews of the 
available research," Santos 
said. "That is the only way to 
determine with any degree of 
certainty whether or not the 
children of Vietnam veterans 
who have suffered or who died 
from AML were afflicted by a 
service-connected disability." 

The link between Agent Or- 
ange and AML was largely 
based on a review of an Aus- 
tralian study that IOM con- 
ducted for VA. The report 
prompted Principi to call for 
legislation that would provide 
federal benefits to children who 
had a parent who served in 
Vietnam. Less than a month 
after the original report, the 
Australian researchers corrected 
their study for "faulty data" and 
concluded that no AML- Agent 
Orange relationship exists. 



cholesterol solid fats like 

butter and lard with more liquid 
fats like canola, safflower, 
sunflower, corn or olive oil. Regu- 
lar exercise also helps. Fortunate- 
ly, this doesn't require a painful, 
time-consuming regimen - a 
steady walk of 20 to 30 minutes 
three times a week is enough to 
make a significant difference. 

Of course, you should always 
consult your doctor when choos- 
ing a strategy. He or she may pre- 
scribe medications if your choles- 
terol readings are too high. 

VA Enhancing Treatment. More 
than 99 million Americans, 
including an estimated 11 million 
veterans, have elevated 
cholesterol levels. Thus, VA de- 
votes significant effort and 
resources to find better ways to 
provide care in this area. 

In 1996, VA researchers wrote 
new clinical practice guidelines on 
cholesterol screening for the 
American College of Physicians. 
More recently, a VA study was the 
first to show that raising levels of 
HDL - good cholesterol - reduces 
risk of heart attack and stroke. 
These results are now part of VAs 
and the Department of Defense's 
clinical practice guidelines for 
cholesterol management. 

These efforts are helping pro- 
duce better care in VA and 
throughout the nation. As in 
many health matters, however, 
the most important element is 
you. Learning what your choles- 
terol levels mean and working 
with your doctor to manage them 
properly will do much to help you 
live healthier and prevent heart 
attacks and strokes. 

John R. Feussner, M.D., M.P.H., is 
chief research and development 
officer of the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information to our read- 
ers. It is not intended to be, nor is 
it, medical advice. Readers should 
consult their personal physicians 
when they have health problems. 
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Flip Picture-Perfect Pancakes Every Time... 

No Spatula Needed! 




Just Pour In Your Favorite Batter, Close The Handle... And FLIP IT! No Spatula Needec 






-~<-^ - 1 



CALL NOW TO ORDER • 24 HOT LINE: 

800-317-3939 

Rush Delivery Available 

Pancake Recipe Book! 
No-Drip Batter Dispenser! 
Heart-Shaped Pancake Ring! 



Delicious Grilled Cheese And 3 Eggs 
Over Easy Without Ever Breaking A Yolk 

-AMAZING! 



• Fast, Easy, No Mess Or Fuss! 
Durable Non-Stick Surface! 
Lightweight, Fits In One 
Hand! 

Stay Cool Handles With 
Hanging Loop! 
Use On Any Kind Of Stove! 
Dishwasher-Safe Clean Up! 




Great For 
Over Easy Eggs! 




Yes, Please Send Me Perfect Pancake™, with 3 FREE Bonus Items 



Perfect Pancake™ includes 3 Bonus items 

qty Only $1 9.95 plus $6.95 shipping & handling 
(total $26.90*). Z141 

DELUXE! Perfect Pancake™ includes 3 Bonus 

qty Items PLUS 1 0-pc Pancake Shape Set including 
Silver Dollar, Cat, Snowman... Only $29.95 plus 
$6.95 shipping & handling (total $36.90*). Z142 

* MA (5%), VT(5%), and CT(6%) residents please add 
sales tax to total. 

Charge my Credit Card: 

Charge my: □ Visa 8 □ MasterCard® □ Discover 8 □ AM EX 8 



City _ 
State_ 



(Order valid only with cardholder's full signature) 

) 



Credit Card Number 



Expiration Date:_ 



Home Phone (_ 

E-mail Address 

(Enter your e-mail address to receive future offers and re 

or Send check or m/o for FULL AMOUNT (incl. S&H and sales tax) to: 
Perfect Pancake, Dept PPA-AML2 
306 West Ave. Lockport, NY 14094 

Offer valid only in Continental United States. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
Perfect Pancake® is a registered trademark of Merchandise Direct. ©2001 Merchandise Direct. 



living well 



Heat on for varicose veins 

New procedure a less painful option than vein stripping. 



BY TARA PARKER-POPE 

When masonry contractor 
Doug Ferdig of Glendale, 
Ariz., sought a surgeon's ad- 
vice about an unsightly vari- 
cose vein, he learned doctors 
were less than enthusiastic 
about the traditional treat- 
ment: vein stripping. 

"They tell you how bru- 
tal it is," says Ferdig, 49. 
"Literally, they try to talk 
you out of it." 

Then Ferdig learned of a 
new technique in the way 
doctors treat varicose veins, 
an embarrassing and often 
painful condition in which 
veins in the leg bulge 
grotesquely. 

Instead of ripping out 
the faulty vein that causes 
the problem, doctors are 
using a relatively simple 
heat procedure to close the 
vein without having to re- 
move it. The oldest 
method, approved in 1999, 
uses radiofrequency heat to 
close the vein. More recent- 
ly, the FDA approved a sim- 
ilar treatment that uses laser heat. 
The most significant benefit is that 
the procedure doesn't require 
stitches and can be performed 
with a local anesthetic. Patients 
can walk again minutes after the 
procedure. 

The downside is that the treat- 
ment is new, and it's still unclear 
how long the results will last. The 
radiofrequency procedure, devel- 
oped by VNUS Medical Technolo- 
gies of Sunnyvale, Calif., has been 
performed on about 8,500 patients 
in the United States. About 250 
physicians now perform that pro- 
cedure, which has a 90-percent 
success rate. However, only two 
years worth of data is available. 

Varicose veins are most often 
caused by a faulty saphenous vein, 
which is the same vein that, when 
healthy, is used in coronary bypass 
operations. When the vein becomes 





Varicose-vein surgery options have expanded from the tra- 
ditional vein stripping to newer techniques involving heat 
treatments, mdexstock 



aged and stretched, its valves don't 
close, and blood that flows up the 
body backs up and causes tributary 
veins to bulge. Varicose veins may 
affect up to 20 percent of the popu- 
lation and can be triggered by 
weight gain, pregnancy, excessive 
standing and heredity. 

Traditionally, doctors have per- 
formed vein stripping to treat the 
problem. A rod is threaded 
through the vein from the groin to 
just below the knee, and the vein 
is ripped out. Smaller varicose 
veins are sometimes treated with 
sclerotherapy, in which a solution 
is injected into the vein to collapse 
it. Veins also are removed with a 
phlebectomy, in which the vein is 
pulled through an incision by a 
hooking tool. The treatments often 
aren't a permanent fix. Recurrence 
rates run as high as 40 percent. 

The radiofrequency closure tech- 



Varicose veins 
are most often 
caused by a faulty 
saphenous vein, 
which is the same 
vein that, when 
healthy, is used in 
coronary bypass 
operations. 



nique uses ultrasound to 
view the saphenous vein. A 
catheter containing elec- 
trodes is inserted through a 
nick below the knee and 
threaded up the vein to the 
groin. Radio-frequency en- 
ergy heats the vein wall, 
causing it to collapse. Most 
patients also receive an ad- 
ditional phlebectomy to 
remove smaller varicose 
veins. The laser treatment 
is similar but performed 
with a laser to generate the 
heat that closes the vein. 

Some patients who undergo the 
new treatment experience tempo- 
rary numbness or tingling in the 
leg. Ferdig, who experienced the 
radiofrequency procedure on one 
leg and the laser treatment on the 
other, said he found the procedure 
- particularly the laser treatment - 
slightly painful and uncomfortable. 
Even so, Ferdig says he's happy 
with the results, and the bulging 
vein in his leg "is completely gone." 

Tara Parker-Pope is an author and 
health columnist for The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Living Well is designed to provide 
general information to our readers. 
It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their personal physicians 
when they have health problems. 
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Thomas Kinkade 



The first-ever die-cast truck replica featuring the artistry of The Painter of Light 1 




Thomas Kinkade 




rn the heart of everyone who loves the outdoors, there's 
a perfect place: a peaceful haven where the water is 
crystal clear and the fish are always biting. Renowned 
Painter of Light™ Thomas Kinkade captured this idyllic 
vision in one of his best-loved works, "The End of a 
Perfect Day". Now for the first time ever, the artistry 
of Thomas Kinkade is featured on this unique 
die-cast replica. 

"The End of a Perfect Day" pickup 
truck is the first issue in the 
Rustic Retreats collection that 
captures the glory of the great 
outdoors in rugged 




Please Respond Promptly^ 

□YES! Please send me "The End of a Perfect Day" 
1947 Studebaker replica. I need SEND NO MONEY 
NOW. I will pay for my truck in two monthly installments of 
$29.95 each, the first to be billed just prior to shipment. 
My satisfaction is completely guaranteed. I may return 
my replica for any reason within 365 days 

* Plus $5.95 for shipping & handling. Illinois residents add state 
sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for shipment. 




wn smaller than 
ual length of 7.5" 



die-cast metal. Hand-crafted by Ertl® in 1 :25 scale, "The 
End of a Perfect Day" features a full-color reproduction of 
Kinkade's masterwork on the cab doors, along with 
humorous fishing slogans and "Bait & Tackle" signs on the 
fenders and hood. This authentic replica of a classic 1947 
Studebaker is complete with rubber tires, a chrome-fin- 
ished grille and hubcaps, a fully detailed interior — plus a 
rowboat full of fishing gear that can be loaded and 
unloaded separately. A certificate of authenticity and 
collector's booklet assures the authenticity of your 
Hamilton Authenticated purchase. 
Reserve your pickup 
today! 




Exclusive edition only available from 

Hamilton Authenticated 

9202 Center for the Arts Drive • Niles, IL 60714 



collectiblestoday.com 

©Thomas Kinkade, Media Arts Group, Inc., Morgan Hill, CA 
©2002 Hamilton Authenticated 
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Washington watch 



Air Force considers planetary defense 



Space.com says support is 
growing for a space-based mis- 
sile-defense system to destroy 
incoming asteroids. Spaceguard, 
an international group of scien- 
tists, currently monitors aster- 
oid threats. 
Earth's only 
response to a 
potential direct 
hit would be to 
evacuate the 
predicted im- 
pact area. 

The Air Force 
has already 
been thinking 
along these 
lines, having 
published a 
paper arguing 
that planetary 
defense repre- 
sents "catastrophic health insur- 
ance for planet Earth." One Air 
Force study said that asteroids 
could not only be destroyed but 
maneuvered away from Earth 
and then "used as space bases or 
platforms for space stations or 
space colonies." The paper said 
the asteroids could then be mined 




The image above is a false-color view 
of the asteroid 951 Gaspra taken by 
the Galileo spacecraft, nasa 



for "their rich deposits of metals 
and other valuable minerals." 

The threat is real. A mile- 
wide asteroid known as Aster- 
oid 1997 XF11 may pass close 
to Earth in the year 2028. It 

was added to 
an official list 
of 108 "poten- 
tially haz- 
ardous aster- 
oids" that are 
monitored. 

The planet 
faced a similar 
danger in 
1908, when 
the "Cosmic 
Mystery of the 
Century" - an 
asteroid or 
comet - hit or 
exploded just 
above Siberia. Hundreds of 
thousands of forested acres 
were flattened. No one died be- 
cause no one lived there. But 
such an event over a populated 
area could kill thousands and 
cause an ecological 
catastrophe. 

C.K. 



worst-case scenario 

What if a hijacked airliner had 
crashed into the Capitol, killing 
many members of Congress? Rep. 
Brian Baird, D-Wash., has the an- 
swer: a constitutional amendment 
allowing governors to make emer- 
gency appointments to the House. 

A leading Washington think 
tank, the American Enterprise In- 
stitute, conducted a symposium on 
the matter, saying, "Our Constitu- 
tion and laws have only makeshift 
and incomplete provisions for 
Congress to convene, do business 
and make laws under those 
circumstances." 

If 25 percent of House members 
are dead, the Baird amendment 
would take effect. A governor "shall 
appoint an otherwise qualified indi- 
vidual to take the place of the mem- 
ber as soon as practicable (but in 
no event later than seven days) af- 
ter certification of the member's 
death or incapacity," it says. The 
proposal has 86 cosponsors. 

In backing the bill, resident AEI 
scholar Norman J. Ornstein said, 
"The possibility of months without 
a Congress, at the worst possible 
time, is unacceptable." 

Jay Ambrose of Scripps Howard 
News Service said that without 
such an amendment, "the govern- 
ment could come to a virtual 
standstill" or "there would be po- 
litical combat over ad hoc, 
perhaps unconstitutional remedies 
that might very well create as 
many problems as were solved." 

Phony debt 

The war on terrorism has been 
expensive, but so have U.N. 
peacekeeping operations. A Gener- 
al Accounting Office report finds 
that for the fiscal years 1996 to 
2001, indirect U.S. contributions to 
U.N. peacekeeping efforts were 
$24.2 billion. The largest indirect 
contribution - about $21.8 billion 
- came from the Pentagon for U.S. 
military operations and services. 

The word "indirect" means it 
was in addition to the $3.45 billion 
directly appropriated by Congress 
for U.N. military operations. Claims 
about a financial debt to the United 
Nations and the United States be- 
ing a "deadbeat" didn't take into 
account any of the $24.2 billion in 



extra peacekeeping assistance. 

The report was requested by 
Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., who 
introduced a bill called "The U.N. 
Erroneous Debt Act" to demand 
credit from the United Nations for 
this extra assistance. 

Russia's oil power 

Vladimir Zhirinovsky, head of 
the Liberal Democratic Party of Rus- 
sia, wants to take Alaska back. The 
Russian government has informed 
the United States and other nations 
surrounding the Arctic Ocean that it 
will extend its control in the area by 
1.2 million square kilometers, about 
480,000 square miles. 

Off the Alaskan coast, where the 
United States shares a maritime 
boundary with Russia, each coun- 
try claims an "exclusive economic 
zone," extending 200 miles from 
the coast and can exploit natural 
resources in its zone. The United 
States has done so, constructing a 



pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to 
Valdez. Further oil drilling in Alas- 
ka has been blocked by Congress. 

The Russian announcement 
means Moscow wants to claim en- 
vironmentally sensitive territory 
close to Alaska that may contain up 
to 5 billion tons of hydrocarbon 
fuel, equivalent to about 80 percent 
of Russia's oil and gas resources. 

Russia Reform Monitor says that 
Vakhit Alekperov, CEO of Russia's 
Lukoil conglomerate, has announced 
the company will step up con- 
struction of 10 ice-breaking oil 
tankers designed to transport oil 
from the new areas claimed by 
Russia. Lukoil is Russia's largest 
oil company. 

Ironically, the House Natural 
Resources Committee reports that 
American tax dollars have been 
used to expand Russia's Arctic oil 
and gas production "with no envi- 
ronmental regulation." 

- Cliff Kincaid 
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High Quality Hearing Aid— Free Information 



Remarkable NEW Hearing Aid 
Try the EarMate-4000 risk-free 




Easy to Use, 
New for 2002! Top Quality! 




Out of Sight! 



Amazingly Effective! 

The EarMate-4000 amplifies 
mainly the high-frequency 
sounds that help you under- 
stand more of what you hear. 
You receive the EarMate-4000 
with three sizes of soft tips. 
You select the size that works 
best for you. Each soft tip 
has a new built in wax filter 
which protects your hearing 
aid components. 

"For a long time I could 
not hear the turn signal 
warning in my car or the 
birds chirping outside or 
other people talking. Now 
my hearing aid has 
brought all that back. And 
the price is right. Thank 
You!" 

W.B. - Santa Rosa, GA 



The Sounds of Life- 
Risk Free ! 

If you or someone you love 
suffers from a hearing loss, then 
you know how frustrating and 
embarrassing that loss can be. 
Now you can improve your hear- 
ing with the new EarMate-4000 
(a new version of the popular 
EarMate-3000). Try it risk-free 
in your own home for 45 days. 
You order conveniently by mail 
from a family business with over 
200,000 satisfied customers and 
20 years in business. 

All for Less Than $300! 

The EarMate-4000 's price is so 
low because it is sold exclusively 
through the U.S. mail. You save 
hundreds of dollars on a genuine 
hearing aid made with top quality 
components. Compare to hearing 
aids costing $1,000 or more. If 
you are not 100% satisfied, your 
money is refunded in full! Write 
today for your free information 
about the new EarMate-4000. 



"For the price, the 3000 
can't be beat." 

D.S. - Cambridge, MN 

"I have worn hearing aids 
since 1965. This is by far 
the most satisfactory 
hearing aid I have ever 
had, and at a most reason- 
able cost." 

J.P. - Lansing, 



/ Free Shipping 

/ 5 Free Batteries 

/ Free Carrying Case 
✓ Free Cleaning Brush 

/ Risk-free 45 day 
home trial 



© Hearing Help Express, Inc. DeKalb, IL 601 15 




^Hearing Help Express 

1105 North First St., Dept 34-412 

'DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 

| - Free Shipping! 

J I YES! Please rush me details 

| on the EarMate-4000 introductory 

I offer. There is no obligation and 
no salesperson will call. 

I Mr. Mrs. Ms 

| Address 

|City/State/Zip 



legion news 



Riders of 
the Storm 

Legion Riders join POW/MIA 
cause with Rolling Thunder 



BY RON HYINK 



Iron horses stood silently in the 
predawn hours as raindrops 
skipped across their paint and 
chrome. The riders, inside their ho- 
tel rooms sleeping off the previous 

day's ride, were 
FOR MORE INFO among 
Contact department hlinr i r p ds of 
headquarters nunareas 01 

thousands from 
across the country, converging from 
all directions on the nation's capi- 
tal. Soon it would be time for the 
final run into Washington. 

It would be another wet, 
gloomy day, setting the mood for 
visits to Arlington National Ceme- 
tery, the Vietnam Veterans Memor- 
ial - known as "the Wall" - and 
the other monuments to respect 
those who paid the wages of war. 
Sullen moments under dismal 
skies would contrast sharply with 
the bright sun and deafening noise 
the next day when the thunder of 
motorcycles would reverberate on 
the streets of Washington. 

This annual pilgrimage of bik- 
ers is known as the Run for the 
Wall. The event, Rolling Thunder, 
happens every Memorial Day 
weekend as a massive yet peaceful 
demonstration during which veter- 
ans and supporters of veterans' 





Hundreds of thousands of bikers roared 
through the streets of D.C. for the 14th 
annual Rolling Thunder on Memorial Day 
weekend 2001. 



Veterans pay 
their respects 
to fallen 
comrades 
during the 
annual "Run 
for the Wall." 

Visiting the 
Vietnam War 
Memorial is 
a time 
of healing 
for many 
veterans. 

Photos by Ron Hyink 



causes voice their demands for a 
full accounting of American POWs 
and MI As. 

A Bigger Picture. Making up just 
a fraction of the Rolling Thunder 
crowd, The American Legion Rid- 
ers came to show their support for 
the cause. But Bill Kaledas, one of 
the founding fathers of the Riders, 
sees the annual event in a broader 
scope. "The reason we make the 
run to the Wall is not strictly for 
the POW/MIA issue. It's to honor 
all veterans," said Kaledas, direc- 
tor of the Garden City, Mich., Post 
396 Legion Riders. 

Those who lost friends and rela- 
tives see it as a time of healing. "I 
had friends who were killed in ac- 
tion," said Crazy Bob Squires, also 
of the Garden City Legion Riders. 
"So, coming to the Wall, I get 
choked up. Every year when I 
come here I feel sad, but when I 
leave I feel good because I paid my 
respects to my fallen brothers." 

One acquaintance of the Michi- 
gan Riders, Susan Rumbaugh- 
Cleer of Niles, Ohio, had her own 
wounds to soothe. "My father's 
name is on the Wall," she said. 
"He was listed as MIA/POW." His 
helicopter was shot down over 



Cambodia in 1975 when she was 
only 13, denying her the opportu- 
nity to really know him. 

For many years, she resented 
him because of his absence. "I'm 
in an alcoholism recovery 
program, and in doing that, I 
needed to make amends for the 
way I felt about my father," she 
said. "I always thought alcoholism 
was the only thing he ever gave 
me. But today I know there's so 
much more." 

Rumbaugh-Cleer now speaks 
highly of her father. "He died do- 
ing what he absolutely loved," she 
said. "I'm proud of him because 
he was a courageous man." 

Common Bond. Veterans make up 
most of Rolling Thunder. Another 
common thread binding them is 
the love of motorcycles. With so 
many veterans on motorcycles, the 
founding of The American Legion 
Riders naturally followed. 

Over the years, membership 
growth in Riders posts has been 
substantial. Garden City's Post 396 
is one example. Starting with sev- 
en or eight Riders in 1993 when 
Kaledas was post commander, the 
group quickly grew to more than 
100. Not only ^see thunder page 56 
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James Coburn Tells How 
He Relieved Arthritis 




Our Man Flint actor James Coburn (left) suffered 
for 20 years until he met Dr. Ron Lawrence (right). 



For 20 years, severe joint problems 
made my life a living hell. Any kind of 
movement was difficult. I could barely 
walk — even getting up from a chair 
was pure agony. I went from doctor to 
doctor trying every medication and 
treatment available, but nothing 
seemed to work. I thought my career 
was over. 

Then, a friend introduced me to Dr. 
Ronald Lawrence, a doctor who prefers 
to get to the cause of ailments rather 
than hand out drugs. Dr. Lawrence 
suggested that I had a deficiency of 
dietary sulfur because it plays an 
especially critical role in maintaining 
the elasticity and flexibility of the 
connective tissue and fibrous cartilage 
in the joints. 

I was astounded because not one of 
the dozens of doctors I had seen over 
the last 20 years told me that. Dr. 
Lawrence also told me that sulfur is 
in every healthy cell and is used for 
repairing many of the structures of 
the body. However, many people 
don't get enough sulfur in their diets 
because farmers don't replace sulfur 
in the soil when they fertilize, and 
food processing often destroys it. 

Dr. Lawrence sent me home with 
some dietary supplements (methyl- 
sulfonylmethane) and suggested that 
I take megadoses of them morning 
and night for three or four weeks, 
explaining that it takes some time to 
replenish your body from so great a 
deficiency. 

Well, the fourth morning, I woke 
up and could hardly believe it. I didn't 



have any pain, and I was bubbling 
with energy. I thought I must be 
having the occasional good day, thank 
God. The next morning, I awoke 
feeling terrific again and could hardly 
wait until Dr. Lawrence's office opened 
to call him with the news. 

"Will it last?" I asked hopefully. Dr. 
Lawrence said I may have troubling 
times during the first month, but 
because of my early relief, he doubted 
that I would have many bad days. 
Dr. Lawrence explained that sulfur 
blocks the pain response in the nerve 
fibers for some people and helps 
rebuild crucial cells in the joints, but 
it can't do a complete rebuilding job 
all by itself. 

Your joints are lined with a sub- 
stance made from collagen and so is 
cartilage. Surprisingly, Dr. Lawrence 
said that collagen II from chicken 
sternums has been shown in clinical 
tests to be the best helper in repairing 
damage to your joints. 

Also, he said that the Chinese's 
2,000-plus years of medical experience 
with herbs has shown that two 
botanicals, Corydalis turtschaninovii 
and Melia toosendan, are important 
pain-relieving compounds. 

Dr. Lawrence mixed the pain- 
relieving and sulfur-containing 
compounds, along with the collagen, 
together for me. Not once have I felt 
any side effects, because these are 
plant foods. I convinced Dr. Lawrence 
to turn over the formula to a manu- 
facturer so the millions of people 
suffering the way I did can find relief. 
He chose Gero Vita International, and 
I agreed to let them print my story 
here only /fthey would let you try the 
formula, called MEGAMSM, at the 
lowest possible price. 

Gero Vita knows how effective 
MEGAMSM is, so they didn't have any 
risk in going a step further to get you to 
try it. First, they'll give you a whopping 
60% off a 30-day supply— only $9.95 
instead of the usual $24.95. Plus, you 
can try MEGAMSM for 30 days, and if 
you don't like it, just mail the bottle 
back with the unused portion, and 
you'll get all of your $9.95 back. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

Of course, if it works for you like it 
has for me, you'll never want to go a 
day without MEGAMSM. However, 
you can't stock up on this because it 
must he fresh for it to work well. 
Therefore, Gero Vita will assume that 
if you haven't sent back the bottle 
with the unused portion within 30 
days, you want to continue to take 
MEGAMSM. For your convenience, 
they have set up an automated delivery 
system so you'll get a fresh supply at 
just the right time every month. 

Because Gero Vita saves money 
with the automated shipping and 
billing process, you won't be charged 
for any shipping costs — only $24.95 
will appear on your credit card state- 
ment each month. You can cancel at 
any time by mail or phone. There is 
no obligation. 

During his research, Dr. Lawrence 
found that nutrients in some foods 
help your joints, while some foods 
can make them hurt. So, the doctor 
prepared a booklet entitled What You 
Eat or Don't Eat Can Make Your 
Arthritis Better or Worse. Gero Vita will 
send this valuable booklet to you free 
when you try MEGAMSM. 

If you have joint problems of any 
kind, don't put up with the misery 
any longer. 

Call 1-800-586-4649 24 hours a day. 

Please give the operator this Priority Code 
to take advantage of this special offer. 

Priority Code F7 
ltem# MS 

Please send me a 30-day supply of 
MEGAMSM for just $9.95, with free 
shipping and the free booklet What You 
Eat or Don't Eat Can Make Your Arthritis 
Better or Worse. I understand that I can 
return the unused portion of MEGAMSM 
anytime within 30 days of receiving it for 
a full refund of my $9.95, and I will still be 
able to keep my free gifts. If I like 
MEGAMSM, I will automatically receive a 
fresh 30-day supply every 30 days, with 
free shipping and handling. My credit card 
will be billed only $24.95 each month until 
I call to cancel with no further obligation. 

Call 1-800-586-4649 24 hours a day. 



legion news 



Senators encourage 
display of banner 



Call Emblem Sales: 
(888) 4-LEGION (toll free) 



Sens. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, and 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., 
recently joined The American Le- 
gion in presenting Blue Star Ban- 
ners to families from Utah and 
New York who have relatives serv- 
ing in the military overseas. 

"Today's event is a good exam- 
ple of the way the Legion 
contributes to the culture and spir- 
it of Ameri- 
BUY A BANNER ca," Hatch 
said. "By re- 
viving the 
Blue Star Banner, the Legion is 
working to enhance the pride that 
Americans feel toward members 
of the armed forces as they fight 
the war on terrorism around the 
globe. I hope families of service- 
members will heed the call to dis- 
play it. And I am certainly happy 
to hang one in my office here in 
the Senate and urge all my 
colleagues to do the same." 

"The Blue Star Service Banner 
is a profound reminder of the indi- 
viduals who are serving their 
country overseas and their loved 




American Legion National Commander 
Richard J. Santos explains the significance 
of the Blue Star Banner, which he recently 
presented to Sens. Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton, D-N.Y, and Orrin Hatch, R-Utah. Dur- 
ing a press conference, Hatch and Clinton 
called on all members of the U.S. Senate 
to display banners in their offices as a 
constant reminder of our men and 
women in uniform battling terrorism at 
home and abroad. Steve Thomas 

ones waiting for them back 
home," Clinton said. 

Several Legionnaires attended 
the press conference, including 
National Commander Richard J. 
Santos, who spoke at the event, 
and New York Department Com- 
mander Paul Mitres. 



Legion supports homeland volunteers 



In his State of the Union 
address, President Bush called for 
Americans to commit at least two 
years, or 4,000 hours, over the rest 
of their lifetimes to the service of 
their neighbors and nation. He in- 
vited citizens "to extend the best 
that has emerged in 



America" by joining 
the new USA Freedom 
Corps. Bush said the 



To strengthen communities, 
Bush called for citizens to mentor 
the nation's at-risk children and 
extend compassion to all parts of 
the world. 

"The American Legion strongly 
supports the USA Freedom Corps 

JOIN THE CORPS and stands read y to 



Freedom Corps "will focus on three 
areas of need: responding in case 
of crisis at home, rebuilding (the 
nation's) communities and extend- 
ing American compassion through- 
out the world." 

The USA Freedom Corps will 
help strengthen homeland security. 
It will be responsible for emergency 
mobilization of retired health-care 
professionals and recruitment of 
volunteers to help police, fire, utili- 
ty and transportation personnel. 



Call (877) 872-2677 help accomplish the 
or visit homeland-security 
www.usafreedomcorps.gov mission through its 



volunteers in nearly 15,000 local 
posts," American Legion National 
Commander Richard J. Santos 
said. "The Sept. 11 terrorist attacks 
and subsequent outbreaks of an- 
thrax on American soil have made 
Americans painfully aware of their 
vulnerability to violence from ter- 
rorism. We agree with President 
Bush's underlying premise that a 
viable and credible deterrent to 
terrorism will require the vigilance 
of grass-roots communities." 



[thunder]has growth 

been solid, but 75 percent of 
members attend regularly. 
Kaledas says the growth is 
directly linked to the cama- 
raderie among bikers. 

"I've met bikers all across 
the country, and anywhere 
there are two bikers, you've 
got a friend," said Elma, 
Wash., Post 19 Adjutant 
Roger Jarman, who is trying 
to establish a Riders post in 
his state. Riders posts can 
be found in Michigan, Col- 
orado, Virginia, Texas, Indi- 
ana, California, Kentucky, 
Ohio and Wisconsin. 
Groups are forming in other 
states as well. 

The camaraderie and com- 
mitment spill over into the 
bikers' local communities, 
perhaps because they will 
use just about any excuse to 
ride. "We have so many com- 
munity events now," Kaledas 
said. "All I have to do is say, 
'I need a committee to go out 
and raise money for this,' and 
I have more than enough vol- 
unteers." 

Membership Momentum. 

"Our post's membership 
grew just by having the Le- 
gion Riders there," Crazy 
Bob said. "It's a good way to 
promote the Legion and get 
people back into it." 

"You have to push it a lit- 
tle bit in the beginning, and 
then it just starts to snow- 
ball," said Kaledas, who 
serves as mayor of Garden 
City. "At one meeting, we had 
eight new members come in." 

"We're drawing in 
younger people," Crazy Bob 
added. "My two sons are 
Riders. This is something we 
can do together. Having 
young people at our events 
means a lot." 



- Ron Hyink, an Air Force 
veteran and motorcyclist, is 
the editor of a national trade 
publication in Carmel, Ind. 
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Honor. Courage. Commitment. 



Plays the stirring 
melody of 
"The Marines' 
Hymn" 



"Semper Fi" 
Heirloom 
Tribute Box 



1" 



I OK/ 




» Symbols of the 
United States 
Marine Corps 
are proudly 
displayed 

►The Marine 
Values on the 
base support the 
symbols of the 
Corps and the 
country 

» Limited edition 
complete with a 
hand-numbered 
Certificate of 
Authenticity 
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It takes a special dedication to honor, country and discipline to 
become a Marine. Now this special commitment is celebrated 
in the new "Semper Fi" tribute box, exclusively from Ardleigh 
Elliott, saluting the symbols of the Marine Corps. With a base 
displaying the Values of the Marine Corps, the tribute box plays 
the stirring melody of "The Marines' Hymn." 

Urgent Notification: Availability Is Strictly Limited. This 
limited-edition tribute box presentation is restricted to 95 firing 
days. With time-intensive crafting and the devotion of Marines 
to the Corps, demand for this tribute box could quickly exceed 
availability. So order now, and be one of the select group to get 
this tribute box at only $29. 95 (plus shipping), backed by our 
365-day guarantee. Your prompt response is critical. Send no 
money now. Just complete and mail the coupon. 



collectiblestoday. com 

Home of Ardleigh Elliott and All Things Collectible 
©2001 Ardleigh Elliott 74050-BDR 



LEIGH 




Ardleigh Elliott 
i 9204 Center for the Arts Drive 
Mies, IL 60714 



Please Respond 
Promptly 



YES- Please enter my order for the "Semper Fi" 
Heirloom Tribute Box. I understand I need SEND NO 
MONEY NOW. I will be billed $29.95* with shipment. 

Signature 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Your Address 
City 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



State 



_Zip_ 



*Plus $4.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval . Offer valid in the U.S. only. 



74050-E94911 



legion news 



The unforgettable Father Braun 

Beloved friar who served in 
both world wars immortalized 
18 years after his death. 



Father Albert Braun, a Fran- 
ciscan friar whose long and 
colorful life included combat 
ministry in both world wars 
and 40 months as a pris- 
oner of war, finally has a 
permanent place among 
the great monuments of 
Phoenix. A life-size 
bronze statue of the 
priest was installed last 
year after an 11 -year 
effort by The American 
Legion and others who 
believe the life and 
work of the priest who 
died in 1983 can never 
be forgotten. 

Father Braun' s statue 
stands at Wesley Bolin 
Plaza, adjacent to the 
Arizona Capitol Building, 
among memorials for the 
Korean War, the Vietnam 
War and an anchor from the 
USS Arizona. Father Braun is 
here, depicted in his flowing 
Franciscan robe, because he too 
was a great American soldier. 

Born Sept. 5, 1889, at a farm that 
would later be consumed by Los Angeles, 
Father Braun was ordained in 1915. His first assign- 
ment was as a missionary among Mescalero Apaches 
in southern New Mexico, where he grew to love and 
respect the native culture. He diligently built the 
Mescalero church, St. Joseph's Apache Mission, from 
stone and mortar he quarried by hand in the Sacra- 
mento Mountains. It is now on the National Registry 
of Historic Places. 

The tall, muscular friar served as a World War I 
army chaplain in France and caught shrapnel in his 
right jaw during the battle of the Argonne Forest. 
He bandaged it himself and continued, unarmed, 
delivering last rites and helping the wounded 
through a bloody night that would ultimately earn 
him a Purple Heart. 

After World War I, he joined the Army Reserves 
and continued his missionary work in California and 
New Mexico. In the 1920s, he made several trips into 
Mexico, disguised as a tourist in a covert effort to 
stop government seizure of church property. 




In 1940, a year after the Mescalero church was 
completed, Father Braun was recalled by the Army 
and assigned to the island of Corregidor in Manila 
Bay, Philippines. He was taken prisoner by 
the Japanese in 1942 and survived the 
Bataan Death March. His ability to 
smuggle bananas and vaccine for 
himself and other POWs 
earned him the nickname "Al 
Capone" by other U.S. pris- 
oners. He suffered through 
torture, beatings and dis- 
ease. He led the POWs in 
prayer and kept their 
spirits up while his 
weight fell from 195 to 
115 pounds. He was 
liberated in 1945 and 
received the Legion 
of Merit and the Sil- 
ver Star before retir- 
ing as a lieutenant 
colonel in 1949. 

After World War II, 
Father Braun taught 
high school and took 
on another challenging 
assignment for the 
church in a poor part of 
Phoenix largely populat- 
ed by Mexican- Americans. 
As he did among the 
Apaches, he started with 
nothing more than an uncon- 
querable will. His parish had no 
church and met outdoors until, 
after asking each person to bring in 
one brick, the seed of Sacred Heart 
Church was planted. Three chapels and a 
school soon followed in construction. 
In later years, Father Braun received the Arizona 
Medal of Honor, was named to the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame and served as department chaplain for 
The American Legion, of which he was a life mem- 
ber. Arizona National Executive Committeeman Mar- 
co "Tony" Valenzuela headed the effort to install the 
monument in front of the Arizona State Capitol. In 
1990 - seven years after Father Braun's death and 
burial at Mescalero - Valenzuela testified before the 
Arizona Legislature and achieved agreement that the 
heroic, historic chaplain could not be forgotten. A 
measure to reserve his place in the plaza was swiftly 
approved. Valenzuela spent the next decade raising 
more than $60,000 to fill that place with a bronze 
statue and stones shipped in from the Philippines 
and from Mescalero, to honor a man who closed gaps 
between cultures, saved lives and touched souls 
around the world. 

-JeffStoffer 
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YOUR HEALTH NEWS 



Increased Male Potency 

Guaranteed! 



« *** 

SU PPL y 



Now There Is An Easy, Safe, Natural and Affordable 
Approach To Enhancing Male Strength, Stamina and Performance. 



A GIANT BOOST OF MALE 
VIRILITY. . . AT ANY AGE! 

Modern technology and ancient herbal science 
has come up with a product that battles and 
wins the fight for male virility. Now, mil- 
lions of active American men have a safer, natural, 
more affordable alternative to prescription drugs 
when they want to enhance strength, stamina, per- 
formance and an extra burst of energy. EnerX, an 
all-natural herbal supplement, contains ingredi- 
ents to enhance sexual energy and performance 
— when taken on a regular 
basis. 



No doctor's visits, or loss 
of privacy. 

No more expensive pre- 
scription drugs which are 
notorious for causing dan- 
gerous side effects. EnerX 
is a safe, NATURAL, 
chemical-free herbal sup- 
plement, proven effective 
alternative that's afford- 
able, and it gets the results 
men want. 




"EnerX stimulates sexual 
energy by expanding blood 
vessels causing increased 
blood flow to specific areas of 
the body" 

—Steven H. Becker, 
M.D. Internal Medicine 



i i 



Testimonials From Our Many Satisfied Customers 

- "Our whole life is different. He has more energy... There is more love- 
making. EnerXis great!' - Georgiann T. 

- "After being married for over 25 years, love making wasn 't the same. . . The 
desire was gone... but after taking EnerX, I felt and acted like I did the first 
few years!' -Harris H. 

- "lean 't believe the new man lam. At 58, I have the drive when I was 18 
and 28. 1 found whatwas missing the last lOyears. We both love it!" 

-Bobbie S. 

A BURST OF ENERGY AT CRITICAL 
MOMENTS EnerX stimulates sexual energy 
by expanding blood vessels causing increased 
blood flow to specific areas of the body. Men 
are amazed that with EnerX they can actual- 
ly feel the increase of energy and confidence. 



RESPECT FOR OUR CUSTOMERS 
PRIVACY IS TOP OF THE LIST 

EnerX customers are also greatly pleased with 
the discretion in which EnerX is delivered - 

- right to their doorstep (Overnight delivery is 
available) in an unmarked discreet package. 

WE GUARANTEE IT! 



EnerX will enhance your 
male potency or send it 
back for a full product 
refund-30 day money 
back guarantee! 

Call now and ask 
how you can get a 
30 day supply of 
EnerX free! 
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Fast Service Call Toll Free... 

1-888-335-6190 

24 hours a day ~ 7 days a week/ we accept checks by phone! 



Ask about EnerX special formula for women! 



Increase Her Breast Size. 

Guaranteed! #1 Seller In America! 




Now you can increase your breast size 
with the #1 selling breast formula in 
America! Bloussant Breast Enhancing 
Tablets increases your breast size, firm- 
ness and fullness- naturally! An independ- 
ent double blind clinical study states that 
"Breast volume, bustline, breast width, 
breast circumference and breast length 
were all significantly increased." The clin- 
ical study also showed an average 
increase of 2 cup sizes - and also increases 
■ of 3 cup sizes. Also, breast enlargment 
occured without weight gain in other parts 
of the body! No more artificial padding or 
ncJt available iisfSTd^ES! ex P ensive surgical implants. Bloussant's 
wwfip^ifwim i pure and natural botanical ingredients 
§ jgfflgfe stimulate your breast glands again, just 

^^I^^BBik ''^ e w ' ien you were a teena 9 er - Doctor 
I ^nd recommended Results in 

I ^ESHHjust a few weeks. Guaranteed results or 

| ^ |Mj|i£lsend backfor afull product refund. 60 day 

t J Pff8 money back guarantee! Over 400,000 

f ■ bottles sold! Call now and ask 

how to get a 30 day sup- 
ply of Bloussant absolutely Tree! 

To order, call toll-free: y -888-378^9036. 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / we accept checks by phone! 



. Snore Free Nights 
Theory First Night 
Guaranteed! 



Tired of those sleepless nights due to snoring? D-Snore is a quick, safe and 
proven approach to snoring and getting a great night's sleep. This amazing fast- 
acting, all natural formula instantly moistens the soft palette to allow free and 
easy breathing that lasts. Doctor approved and recommended, a clinical study 
states that "84% of the subjects showed a significant improvement while using 
D-Snore." Forget surgery, special pillows or all the other contraptions, D-Snore is 
the safe and affordable solution you've been looking for. Fast and effective, D- 
Snore actually works the very first night. Guaranteed results or send back for a 
full product refund. 30 day money back guarantee! Over 500,000 bottles sold! 

Call now and ask how to get a 30 day supply of D- 
Snore™ absolutely free! 

To order call toll free: 7 -888~3 78~9038. 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week / We accept checks by phone! 



"We put D-Snore to the test. . . " 

"We got flooded with calls with volunteers..." 

"If you have a snoring problem...give D-Snore a try" 

"It works!" 

-KATV-7 ABC News, Little Rock, Arkansas 



"It's increased my bust size from a B to a C with the cleavage... It's just 
incredible what this product can do for you. I feel more beautiful and sexier 
than ever." — Kim Crumpler 




legion news 

Legionnaires honor fallen heroes 



The American Legion Depart- 
ment of Missouri has a unique 
way of honoring its fallen heroes. 
During National Police Week, the 
third week of May, Legionnaires 
throughout the state display blue 
lights at their posts to honor po- 
lice officers killed in the line of 
duty. A resolution passed two 
years ago at the state's Legion 
convention established the "Blue 
Light Program" as an annual 
event. Posts across the state dis- 
play the blue in a variety of ways: 
blue flood lights, strands of blue 
Christmas bulbs and sometimes 
flashing blue lights. 

National Police Week and its 
accompanying Peace Officers 
Memorial Day were initiated by 
Congress in 1962. Last May, Presi- 
dent Bush reminded citizens to 
honor police officers that week 
and asked that flags be flown at 
half-staff May 15. 

The Department of Missouri's 
Law & Order Committee Chairman 
and retired police command offi- 
cer John "Jack" Fink says St. 
Louis County has a tradition of 




honoring its police officers dating 
back to 1968. "But we feel our de- 
partment's 'Blue Light Program,' 
which began in 2001, is rather 



Police Chief Ron Battelle and Department 
of Missouri's Law & Order Committee 
Chairman and then-District Commander 
John "Jack" Fink, left, present Radio-Hall- 
of-Famer and St. Louis Cardinals 
announcer Jack Buck with a guest-speak- 
er appreciation plaque following last 
year's St. Louis County Police Headquar- 
ters memorial breakfast. Fink, a member 
of Creve Coeur, Mo., Post 397, spent 
more than 35 years as a police officer for 
St. Louis County, retiring with the rank of 

major. Photo courtesy John Fink 



unique," said Fink, a member and 
past commander of Creve Coeur, 
Mo., Post 397. He explained that 
the program has been expanded to 
include honoring the state's fallen 
firefighters. 

"After the tragedy of Sept. 11, 
our department felt we should hon- 
or all its fallen public servants," 
Fink said. "We're hopeful that 
every post across the country will 
display blue lights during the week 
of May 12 this year in honor of po- 
lice officers and firefighters. With 
the current mode in our country 
since the disaster, now is the time 
to keep this spirit going." 



Members can save at two new hotel chains 



AmeriHost and Villager hotels have joined the list of 
lodging chains that provide American Legion members 
automatic savings of 15 percent 
to 30 percent. Others include 
Days Inn, Howard John- 



AmeriHost 
Inn 



son, Knights Inn, Rama- 
da, Travelodge and 
Wingate Inn. 

Villager properties offer 
economical, extended- 
stay lodging, including a 
wide range of accommo- 
m m m'% m dations from mini-kitch- 

1 miPltf^l* enettes to full-kitchen 

facilities. Villager offers 
both comfort and value. 

AmeriHost properties 
are designed for business 
and leisure travelers alike. Every hotel offers a unique 
combination of quality, comfort and value, with ameni- 
ties such as indoor pool areas with whirlpools and out- 
door patios, exercise rooms and continental breakfasts. 
Every AmeriHost property has a AAA Motor Club's 
three-diamond rating. 




Villager Lodge • Villager Premier 
Hearthslde by Villager 



Join us! 



The American Legion is an organization of veterans serv- 
ing veterans, their families and communities. The Legion 
serves as the veteran's voice in Washington, fighting for the 
benefits and rights of those who served our country in the 
armed forces. 

Membership eligibility is based upon dates set forth by 
Congress. Eligibility dates are from 4/6/17 to 11/11/18; 12/7/41 
to 12/31/46; 6/25/50 to 1/31/55; 2/28/61 to 5/7/75; 8/24/82 to 
7/31/84; 12/20/89 to 1/31/90; and from 8/2/90 to present. 

For membership information: 

The American Legion 
Attn: Membership Division 
P.O. Box 1055 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055 
Call toll-free: (800) 433-3318 
E-mail: ia@legion.org 

Visit the Web site: 

www.legion.org/membership/ 
membership.htm. 

For information about affiliate organizations: 

Sons of The American Legion 

John Kerestan, (317) 630-1321 

The American Legion Auxiliary 

Membership, (317) 955-3845 
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FREE 2002 
SILVER EAGLE 



with a Sale-Priced Century-Old 
1902-O Morgan Silver Dollar — 
Brilliant Uncirculated Pair, $39 




Advertisement 



Senior Citizens with Money in the Bank 
Should Read This Before It's Too Late 



If you have worked hard all your life 
and managed to put away a nest egg, you 
might end up losing most of your life sav- 
ings because of a defect in Medicare. 

If you or your spouse suddenly 
become ill and require extended nursing 
home care. ..NO ONE will help you with 
the nursing home bills. Medicare won't and 
neither will your health insurance. By law 
you are responsible for the nursing home 
bills yourself. Only after you have used up 
virtually all of your money, will Medicaid 
step in. That's because Medicaid, like 
Welfare, only aids the poor. By some esti- 
mates, the average couple's life savings can 
be wiped out after only 13 weeks of nursing 
home care. 

Rich people don't have to worry 
because they can afford super-expensive 
special nursing home insurance, while the 
poor are taken care of by Medicaid. 

Now that just doesn't seem fair to 
working people with a lifetime of hard- 
earned savings. The system they have sup- 
ported with tax dollars, seems to have for- 
gotten them. Savings intended to provide 
security in retirement, or help for children, 
can quickly go up in smoke. 

The fact is, if you don't know how to 
protect your assets, here's what can happen 
to you. By law, before Medicaid will pay 
nursing home bills, you may have to spend 
all your countable assets except $2000 {or 
as low as $1500 in some states). Countable 
assets mean not only money in checking 
and savings accounts. ..but also any funds 
in CD's, IRA's, Savings Bonds, Mutual 
Funds, stocks, whole life insurance, annu- 
ities and other types of investments, as well 
as most trust assets. 



They can also take a vacation home or 
a second car. In addition, (except for a small 
personal spending allowance and a health 
insurance payment allowance) your entire 
Social Security or pension check can be 
taken to cover nursing home expenses. 
What's more, if you are single or widowed, 
you can even lose your house. 

According to the federal law called the 
Spousal Impoverishment Act, if one spouse 
requires extended nursing home care, the 
healthy spouse can be forced to surrender 
HALF of their combined countable assets. 
And if you have a sizeable estate, they can 
legally take MORE THAN HALF. 

Is there anything you can do to stop 
this nightmare from happening to you? Yes. 
You are protected by law and can use sever- 
al legal techniques to place your countable 
(or vulnerable) assets into the uncountable 
(or protected) category. The problem is, 
most people are not aware of their legal 
rights. Unfortunately, most people think 
Medicare will take care of them, so they 
unknowingly leave their assets vulnerable 
and in jeopardy. 

Your legal rights and the many meth- 
ods of protecting your money are now 
revealed in "How to Protect Your Financial 
Security." This financial self-defense manu- 
al tells you simple legal procedures for pre- 
serving your money and warns of pitfalls to 
avoid. Here is some of the valuable materi- 
al you learn: 

• Legal ways to turn countable (or vul- 
nerable) assets into uncountable (or 
protected) assets 

• How to protect your house from being 
sold to pay your nursing home bills 

• How to protect a second car or vacation 



home 

• If you give your money to your children 
without following these precise guide- 
lines, a nursing home could get your 
money anyhow 

• What you need to know about Living 
Trusts 

• What lawyers never tell you about pro- 
tecting your will 

As a hard-working taxpayer, you have 
a legal right to protect your life savings for 
yourself, your spouse or your heirs. You 
don't have to be rich to have peace of mind. 
You just have to follow the easy steps out- 
lined in "How to Protect Your Financial 
Security." 

Although "How to Protect Your 
Financial Security" can easily save you 
thousands of dollars, the price is very rea- 
sonable. Right now, you can receive a spe- 
cial press run for only S8.95 plus SI. 00 
postage and handling. It is not available in 
any bookstore. It is only available through 
this special offer on a 90 day Money Back 
Guarantee. If you are dissatisfied in any 
way, just return it in 90 days for a full 
refund, no questions asked. 

HERE'S HOW TO ORDER: just print 
your name and address and the words 
"Financial Security" on a piece of paper 
and mail it along with a check or money 
order for only $9.95 to: THE LEADER 
CO., INC., Publishing Division, Dept. 
FB536, P.O. Box 8347. Canton, OH 447 1 1 . 
(Make checks payable to The Leader Co., 
Inc.) VISA or MasterCard, send card num- 
ber and expiration date. Act now. Don't 
leave your assets in jeopardy. 

©2002 The Leader Co., Inc. 



This legendary 'former rarity" Morgan 
silver dollar BU alone sells for up to $62.50 
elsewhere! Issued 100 years ago by the New 
Orleans Mint, it became more affordable with 
the last U.S. Treasury releases in the 1960s. 
Get new-customer savings plus a bonus 
2002 silver eagle, America's largest silver 
dollar! Pair: $39 (#35812). Limit 2 pairs. 
Add total of $2 postage. 30-Day No-Risk 
Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. To order by credit card call 
toll-free. Or send a check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept 4234, Montpelier, VT 05602 
Orderat 1-800-451-4463 



www.iccoin.net (many more great deals) 4234 



Advertisement 



NEED VIAGRA 



Two tablets of Libido Lift™, a patent 
pending Viagra® alternative, contains a 
powerful 900 mg. blend of sex boosting 
ingredients that will make you an incredible 
lover at any age. 

And best of all, it's confidential, now 
available without a prescription from your 
doctor at a fraction of the cost of expensive 
prescription drugs like Viagra®. 

Libido Lift™ contains no harmful ingre- 
dients like Yohimbe or Andro, just the 
newest safest sexual enhancing nutrients 
from around the world. 

It's truly the most effective supplement 
for increasing sexual desire on the market 
today without a prescription. 

Whether you suffer from lack of desire, 
dysfunction or performance, Libido Lift™ 
works to stimulate blood flow to the 
specific areas of your body, especially the 
genital areas. 

This means Libido Lift™ helps you 
correct the problems you may have 
suffered with for years. 

No matter what your age is, research 
confirms the ingredients found in Libido 
Lift™ is nothing short of a miracle. 



Unlike popular prescription medications 
which require planning intimacy an hour 
before activity, the ingredients found in 
Libido Lift™ allow you to be more sponta- 
neous with your partner. 

Many people believe sexual dysfunction 
is inevitable with aging. That is simply not 
true. And now thanks to Libido Lift™ , you 
too may have explosive, frequent sex daily. 

Here are some of the results you too may 
experience from Libido Lift™ : 

• Increased blood flow to your genital area 
that helps 

• Improves stamina and endurance 

• Enhances performance and sex drive 

• No more embarrassing moments 

• Easy, Safe alternative to prescription drugs. 
Isn't it time for you to rebuild your 

lovelife? 

Now you can try Libido Lift™ for 3 
full months without risking one penny. In 
the unlikely event that you are dissatisfied 
for any reason we'll refund every penny 
- guaranteed. 

You can be assured that all orders are 
100% confidential, as the package will arrive 
in a plain brown envelope, discreetly labeled. 

* Viagra 9 is a registered trademark of Pfizer. As a dietary supplement, this product has not been evaluated by the FDA and is not intended 
to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. Consult a health care professional. Testimonials are atypical, your results may be more or less. 



AMAZING RESULTS: 

Mr. A. J., of NY writes: 

Prior to 1996 my sex life was pretty 
good... 

Then in 1996 I had undergone open 
heart surgery and with complications 
was hospitalized for 6 months. 

Since then and up until I started using 
"Libido Lift™ " sex was NOT something 
I desired. 

Thanks to your product, my partner and 
I can again enjoy our sexual relationship. 

I now desire her and have the mind-set 
that I can and do satisfy my partner and 
myself when we are sexually intimate. 

This product really works. 

— Yours truly, 
A. J., New York 

P.S. Libido Lift™ eliminates 
pre-planning an event 
therefore is a natural event, 
waiting to happen. 

To receive your 180 capsules, send 
$32.95 to: Natural Health Solutions, Dept. 
LL1005, 718-12th Street N.W., Box 24500, 
Canton, Ohio 44701. 

Save $16.90 and order 2 bottles (360 
capsules) for only $49 for a limited time 
only. 

Or Call toll free at: 1-800-772-7285, 

Ext. LL1005. ©2002TCOLL0116S06 




comrades 



How to use your National Reunion Registry 

The National Reunion Registry handles all reunion information 
services for The American Legion Magazine. NRR, a division of Mili- 
tary Information Enterprises Inc., is a private organization that pro- 
vides information about reunions, helps veterans locate old buddies, 
and offers other special benefits to veterans and their families. 

NRR maintains contact information on thousands of reunions and 
provides this information free of charge to veterans. 

There are several ways to register reunions or check reunion list- 
ings with the National Reunion Registry. Please contact the organiza- 
tion directly by writing to NRR/Reunions, P.O. Box 17118, Spartan- 
burg, SC 29301, by faxing (864) 595-0813 or online at http://www. 
militaryusa.com/nrrregister.html. Due to the large number of 
reunions, NRR cannot accept phone requests for reunion information. 

To register a reunion, you should include the complete name of the 
organization and branch of service with your request. The request 
should also include the reunion dates and city, along with a contact 



name and telephone number. Please also include a size estimate of the 
group. 

Using the Internet is the quickest, most accurate way to access the 
reunion registry. You may check to see if your buddies are planning a 
reunion by visiting NRR's Web site at www.MilitaryUSA.com. To pro- 
mote the best accuracy and fastest process when listing your reunion, 
complete the Reunion Registration Form available on the Web site, 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine publishes each listing one time. 

Locating a Buddy 



MilitaryUSA.com offers many services for veterans, including tips 
and techniques for locating current or former military members. How 
To Locate Anyone Who Is or Has Been in the Military: Armed Forces 
Locator Guide is a practical guide to help people locate service mem- 
bers. The publication can be purchased by contacting MIE Publishing, 
P.O. Box 17118, Spartanburg, SC 29301 or by faxing (864) 595-0813. 



AIR FORCE 



1st Radio Relay Sqdn, Minneapolis, 9/19-21, John 
Seifert, (410) 833-0622, bristolboy@mindspring.com; 
5th AF 8th Ftr Cont Sqdn, Little Rock, AR, 1 0/1 -3, 
Moffett Rhodes, (501) 835-6275; 9th AF 373rd Ftr Grp 
412th Ftr Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 9/23-26, John Kinn, (419) 
626-1 1 1 4, john41 273@aol.com; 14th AF Assn "Flying 
Tigers," Las Vegas, 9/23-27, McKay Nelson, (435) 586- 
1480; 15th Trp Carrier Sqdn, Branson, M0, 9/30-10/3, 
Joseph J. Yuhasz, (801) 566-5752, rjyuhasz45@ 
aol.com; 18th Ftr Bomb Wing, Seattle, 9/5-8, Duane 
Biteman, (425) 228-2966, seaflybud@earthlink.com; 
36th Recon Sqdn, Hilton Head, SC, 10/2-5, Ivey 
Redman, (336) 993-3906; 86th Ftr Bomb Grp A 525th 
Ftr Bomb Sqdn, Niagara Falls, NY 9/10-12, Sid Howard, 
(714) 992-2504; 87th Airdrome Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 
10/5-7, Ray Rogers, (419) 734-4702, raydor@nwon- 
line.net; 301st Bomb Grp Assn, San Antonio, 10/31- 
11/3, Erwin Eckert, (210) 653-2368; 303rd Air Serv 
Sqdn, Marshalltown, IA, 10/10-12, Arthur Prescott, 
(614) 752-2320 

317th Air Serv Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 9/17-19, Bill 
Calendine, (740) 455-9696; 390th Strat Missile Wing, 

Orlando, FL, 9/24-29, John Lasher, (520) 886-7157, 
elainelasher@aol.com; 409th Bomb Grp, Lancaster, PA, 
9/22-25, Norris Russell, (915) 773-3146, gosilver® 
camalott.com; 416th Bomb Grp L, Las Vegas, 8/4-7, 
Ralph Conte, (940) 325-1076, rconte@txol.net; 542nd 
AF Band, Ft. Worth, TX, 8/30-9/1 , Robert Stanton, (81 7) 
483-5385, res99@airmail.net; 4604th Support Sqdn 
Otis AFB, Yarmouth, MA, 9/3-8, Robert Walker, (330) 
658-3689, rwalker698@aol.com; 6147th Tact Cont Grp 
Mosquito, Charleston, SC, 9/9-15, Dick Souza, (978) 
453-3887, skeeterloc@aol.com; 6927th Radio Sqdn 
Mobile, Colorado Springs, CO, 10/6-10, C. Ulmer, (719) 
528-5737, chulmer@aol.com; Boiling AFB B-25, Biloxi, 
MS, 5/5-8, Clifford Smith, (937) 375-4671 ; Oflag 64 
P0W, Columbus, GA, 10/2-6, Bill Warthen, (912) 537- 
4430, bwarthen@cybersouth.com; Pleiku AB, 
Indianapolis, IN, 9/18-22, Tom Rushnock, (724) 334- 
9445, tr.pleiku@verizon.net; RVAH-12 "Speartips," 
Pensacola, FL, 7/26-28, Rod Anderson, (734) 475-5898, 
rod.anderson@veridian.com; Torrejon AB Spain, Cruise, 
8/29-9/1, Burnethel Sanford, (909) 781-4819, 
burnethelfrca@webtv.net; USAF Redhorse, Branson, 
M0, 5/5-8, Paul Sattler, (303) 650-1215, p.a.sattler® 
att.net 

ARMY 



1st Cav Div 82nd FA, Lafayette, IN, 6/13-15, Alva Snider, 
(765) 762-2032, absnider@localline.com; 1st FA Obsn 
Bn Assn, Fayetteville, NC, 10/11-13, Warren Rehfeldt, 
(920) 262-2955, jawrr@execpc.com; 1st Inf Div 16th 
Inf 2nd Bn A Co, Minden, NV, 8/2-4, Terry Hassett, (781) 
826-1274, terryhassett@juno.com; 1st Sig Co Society 
1939-1945, Branson, M0, 6/12-15, Jerry Nauss, (952) 
884-5867, jerynaus@juno.com; 4th Inf Div (Ivy) Natl, 
9/25-29, Roger Barton, (888) 845-4040, rbarton® 
fred.net; 5th Inf Div Band, Las Vegas, 10/24-27, Jim 
Howell, (480) 983-5809, jhowell921@mchsi.com; 5th 
Inf Rgt 1st Bn, Branson, M0, 9/3-8, Fred Deverse, (301) 
387-501 1 , fpdcrd@mindspring.com; 7th Det 2nd Sig 
Alaska, Stroudsburg, PA, 6/6-9, Jack Persing, (570) 
424-6959, jpersing@socantel.net; 11th Armd Cav Rgt 
Blackhorse Vietnam, Nashville, TN, 8/9-11, Stephen 
Page, (413) 534-0720, srpage@msn.com; 11th Arm 
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Div 55th Armd Inf Bn B Co, Amana Colonies, IA, 9/5-8, 
Gene Foster, (641) 858-2158; 20th Cbt Eng, Virginia 
Beach, VA, 10/3-6, Joseph Noon, (252) 826-5581, 
wavyarrow@coastalnet.com; 28th Arty 4th Missile Bn, 
Lawton, OK, 10/10-12, Doug Schlumbohm, (321) 255- 
1994, sindiahoma@aol.com; 34th Gen Hosp, Mitchell, 
SD, 9/6-7, Milbert Pietz, (605) 996-8425, mickesther® 
santel.net; 35th Inf Rgt, Seattle, 7/25-28, Ben Youmans, 
(813) 782-3317, c23568@gte.net; 37th Inf Div 148th 
Inf Rgt, Port Clinton, OH, 8/23-24, Henry Donnell, (317) 
849-0979, hdonnell@msn.com; 38th Inf Div 149th Inf 
Rgt I Co, Marion, KY 7/6, Evan Shelby, (270) 965-3486; 
39th AAA Bn, Chicago, 10/10-13, Victor Yanisch, (651) 
455-4684; 40th Inf Div 224th Heavy Mortar Co, Las 
Vegas, 9/29-10/3, Bob Humble, rih1930@aol.com; 41st 
Inf Div 163rd Inf Rgt, Helena, MT, 9/13-15, Joe Upshaw, 
(406) 442-5956, jgupshaw@juno.com; 42nd Inf Div 
Rainbow, Tulsa, OK, 7/10-13, Justin Walker, (914) 476- 
3508, l222ndinf@aol.com; 45th Div MP Co (Korea), 
Wagoner, OK, 10/3-6, Thomas Ray, (580) 889-2927, 
tray7@atoka.net 

56th Gen 14th Field Hosp, Baltimore, 6/28-30, Charles 
Fahler, (219) 595-7355, charlie911@webtv.net; 66th 
Armd Rgt, Dallas, 11/1-2, RexSearson, (214) 278-5689, 
rlsearson@aol.com; 67th AAA Gun Bn C Btry, Wilkes- 
Barre, PA, 8/15-18, Howard Wolf, (330) 872-1467; 83rd 
Arty 2nd Howitzer Bn A Btry, Ft. Sill, OK, 5/24-26, Al 
Schuller, (916) 990-0508, a.schuller@att.net; 89th Inf 
Div Assn, Indianapolis, 8/20-24, Sam Moorehead, (952) 
922-2436; 90th Chem Mortar Bn, Johnstown, NY, 9/23- 
27, Leon Finkle, (518) 725-5189, marle39@aol.com; 
94th Inf Div Assn, Knoxville, TN, 5/30-6/1 , Harry Helms 
Jr., (610) 363-7826, harrynhelmsjr@aol.com; 96th Inf 
Div Assn, Kansas City, M0, 7/22-29, (816) 737-0200; 
106th Inf Div Assn, Hampton, VA, 9/18-22, Marion Ray, 
(618) 377-3674, raybugleboy@charter.net; 122nd 
Station Hosp, Kansas City, M0, 6/10-12, James Boyd, 
(256) 332-2925, pfettig@sisna.com; 125th AAA Gun 
Bn, Columbus, OH, 7/28, Clarence Vollmer, (614) 866- 
2574; 157th Eng Cbt Bn, Bushkill, PA, 9/27-29, Roland 
Clayton, (215) 675-0752 

160th Gen Hosp, Lancaster, PA, 6/19-23, William 
Solomon, (765) 482-4791 , jobil@in-motion.net; 183rd 
Recon Air Co, Springfield, M0, 8/29, Tonia Wilson, (417) 
865-6554, apurplemagic1@bolt.com; 208th Cbt Eng Bn, 
Pittsburgh, 6/13-16, Edward Stefanik, (412) 885-5715; 
213th Assault Support Heli Co Blackcats, Washington, 
5/19-23, Eric Boyle, (888) 750-7447, boyle@ 
sunsetcruises.com; 231st Eng C Co, Bottineau, ND, 
6/29, Gordon Christenson, (701) 838-6572, bdc@ndak. 
net; 356th AAA Searchlight Bn, Georgetown, KY, 10/3-6, 
Elmer Peters, (712) 659-3684; 390th AAA AW Bn (SP), 
Vancouver, WA, 9/9-1 1 , Ray Allex, (509) 922-7695, 
cmish@aol.com; 476th AAA Aw Bn, Manchester, TN, 
8/2-4, Edwin Geipel, (616) 429-3488; 503rd Parachute 
Rgt Cbt Team Assn, Branson, M0, 9/26-29, Nelson 
Gatewood, (870) 856-2216; 547th Eng Cbt Bn, Ft. 
Mitchell, KY 8/1-4, Nelson Reinhart, (513) 752-8545, 
klinter116@aol.com; 635th Tank Dest Bn, Sparks, NV, 
9/3-5, Richard Chaney, (541) 869-3016, flossy@mcsi. 
net; 773rd FA Bn, Peoria, IL, 6/-25-27, Mike Hobbs, 
(309) 343-9079, hobbs@knoxnet.net; 793rd MP Bn, St. 
Louis, 9/18-21, Frank De Rosa, (847) 255-3977; 3609th 
QM Truck Co, Traverse City, Ml, 6/13-15, Donald 
Merryman, (330) 484-4081 ; Army Amph Forces, 
Harrisburg, PA, 9/19-22, Jean Dunne, (563) 582-2561, 
jeanadunne@msn.com; Army Nuke Warrants, Niagara 



Falls, NY, 8/1-5, George Vanhoose, (716) 754-8614, 
anetnut@aol.com; Ft. Benning Inf School 12-52, 
Syracuse, NY, 7/22-25, Mike Aidala, (631) 881-7121; 
HHC 222nd Avn Bn, Williamsburg, VA, 5/16-19, Don 
Yaxley, (585) 548-7762, donyaxley@hotmail.com; OV-1 
Mohawk Assn, San Antonio, 9/12-14, Gene Walker, 
(205) 475-3056, reuniondirector@ov-1mohawk.org 

COAST GUARD 



CG Cbt Vets, Reno, NV, 1 0/28-1 1/1 , Patrick Ramsey, 
(866) 242-8277; USCGC Duane Assn, W/WPG/WHEC 
33, Portland, ME, 9/27-29, Tom Grabowski, (412) 856- 
1151, paultrnr@midtel.net; USCGC Eastwind, WAGB 
279, Boston, 5/23-26, Joseph Quintiliani, (508) 548- 
0329, uscgdiver@webtv.net; USCGC Westwind, WAGB 
281, Philadelphia, 8/9-11, Robert Beyer, (609) 737- 
1645, rebeyer@prodigy.net; USS Cepheus, AKA 18, 
Odessa, TX, 10/3-7, Alex Pitalo, (228) 872-0309, 
aka18@fastband.com; USS LST 829, Mobile, AL, 9/26- 
29, Albert Ryzner, (508) 995-0734 

JOINT 



Korean War Vets, Branson, MO, 6/13-15, Stuart Ballou, 
(314) 838-5634, mostu@juno.com; Military Order 
Purple Heart, Harrisburg, PA, 9/18-22, John Kenes, 
(724) 437-1220, msgtkenesusmc@charter.net; USS 
Coos Bay, AVP 25, Seattle, 10/13-17, Bill Forte, (509) 
782-3945, blf1111@aol.com; USS Enoree, AO/TOA 69, 
Annapolis, MD, 9/2-6, David Neuenschwander, (760) 
746-4075, daneu@nctimes.net; Women's Overseas 
Serv League, Reno, NV, 6/7-10, Georgia Boyd, (510) 
357-3787; 

MARINES 



15th Mar Assn, Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/30-6/2, W. Sams, 
(229) 776-4640, csams97@planttel.net; Charlie Co 1st 
Bn 1st Mar Rgt, Nashville, TN, 9/4-9, Al Baiocchi, (925) 
933-1100; India Co 3rd Bn 1st Mar Rgt (Vietnam), 
Indianapolis, 9/1 2-1 4, Tim Johnson, (31 7) 783-7351 ; 
India Co 3rd Bn 9th Mar Rgt, St. Louis, 7/24-28, Jim 
Lockwood, (219) 879-3472, sgtrockindia39@hotmail. 
com; Kilo Co 3rd Bn 7th Mar Rgt (Vietnam), Louisville, 
KY, 9/22-26, Harry Smith, (870) 247-1146, smitty@ 
kilo37.com; MABS-12, Reno, NV, 9/18-22, David 
Prendergast, (707) 443-4463, dprendergat@foggy.net; 
MACS-8, Pensacola, FL, 9/26-29, Thomas Redus, (662) 
272-5292, redus@ebicom.net; Mar 8th Def AAA Bn, 
Parksville, NY 9/25-29, Vincent Powers, (847) 635- 
6090; Mar Raider Assn, New Orleans, 8/28-9/1 , Charles 
Meacham, (901) 476-3890, kenavo2@earthlink.net; 
USMC Warrant Officers Class 1960, Biloxi, MS, 1 1/9- 
11, L. Lott, (601) 796-5268, ljbest55@aol.com; VMTB- 
232 "Red Devil," Bloomington, IL, 9/24-26, William 
Ashley, (309) 828-2108, aashley@ilstu.edu 

NAVY 



4th Spec Seabees, Manitowoc, Wl, 8/29-9/1, Melvin 
Brewer, (214) 368-9339, mbrewer233@aol.com; 11th 
Spec Seabees, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/8-11, James 
D'Amore Sr., (609) 259-0631, damore56@earthlink.net; 
28th NCB WWII, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/2-6, Bruno 
Petrucctone, (315) 736-8998, bimnews@aol.com; 
113th Seabees, Portland, ME, 9/5-10, Gilbert Irps, (815) 
937-9698; Acorn 45, Mobile, AL, 10/3-6, Raymond 
Ghiorsi, (828) 627-6789; AROU 1/2/3/4/5/140, 



Sheboygan, Wl, 9/10-12, Chuck Roska, (920) 467-9066, 
wischuck@intella.net; COMSUBRON 12 Staff, Melborne, 
FL, 10/3-6, George Rashley, (321) 725-5053, banksp® 
a-o.com; Escort Carrier Sailors and Airmen, Mobile, AL, 
9/22-25, John Smith, (515) 289-1467, jwspauli® 
aol.com; Fleet Air Wing 7, Pensacola, FL, 1 1/6-1 0, Al 
Fountain, (251) 962-4165, jeanfountain@gulftel.com; 
MCB 9, Port Hueneme, CA, July, Bobby Fletcher, (702) 
897-6613; MCB 53 Assn, Valley Forge, PA, 8/8-10, 
Ralph Storti, (215) 657-3202, mcb53aa@erols.com; 
NAB/NOB Trinidad Reunion Assn - FASRON-15, VPB- 
208, VPMS-8, VP-48, VP-34 and USMC Det, Memphis, 
TN, 9/26-28, F.D. Barrett, (870) 496-2285, barrett® 
ozarkisp.net; Natl Chief Petty Officers Assn, Wilmington, 
NC, 10/9-13, William A. Williams, (830) 537-4899; Navy 
MATS VRS, Santa Clara, CA, 11/7-9, Monte Umphress, 
(408) 295-0218, navymatsvr@aol.com; Navy Net 
Tender Sailors, St. Louis, 10/8-11, Ed Pinson, (208) 
362-2659, epinson@spro.net; Navy Nuclear Wpns, Las 
Cruces, NM, 9/24-29, Bill Grizzard, (505) 527-1162, 
grizzard@zianet.com 

NCB 79, Peoria, IL, 9/23-25, Fred Hummel, (717) 733- 
1865, lenore@dejazzd.com; Stewards and Mess 
Attendants, San Antonio, 7/25-28, John Green, (310) 
638-1271; Ulithi Naval Reunion, Portland, OR, 8/7-11, 
Marvel Collins, (509) 754-4030, marco@televar.com; 
USN Base Hosp 15, Memphis, TN, 9/18-22, Marion 
Cook Sr., (864) 984-4466, marionrcook@prtcnet.com; 
USNAB Bremerhaven, Ft. Mitchell, KY 10/3-5, Dale 
Sparrow, (409) 625-4228; USNR Midshipmens School, 
Portsmouth, VA, 9/6-8, Kenneth Boyd, (405) 789-8852, 
ken@clickworld.net; USS Abraham Lincoln, SSBN 602, 
Hampton, VA, 10/11-13, Tom Ponko, (757) 851-6805, 
ponko a2zinc@msn.com; USS Anderson, DD 411, St. 
Louis,"9/13-15, Mel Wiegert, (636) 916-1955, 
rumelco@aol.com; USS Arizona, BB 39, Tucson, AZ, 
12/2-9, Joe Campbell, (520) 529-7494, rcmpbll® 
msn.com; USS Arlington, AGMR 2, Las Vegas, 1 0/1 7- 
20, Kenneth Cox, ussarlingtonagmr2@yahoo.com; USS 
Attn, CVE 102, St. Charles, MO, 9/17-22, Marie Moore, 
(337) 762-4656; USS Baltimore, CA 68/SSN 704, 
Branson, MO, 9/5-8, Bill Baker, (770) 781-5303, 
wbaker@compuserve.com; USS Bancroft, DD 598, 



Professional Power... 

CHIPPER 

Makes Brush Piles DISAPPEAR! 

• Devours branches up to 
4-1/2" thick! 

• Turns fallen limbs, storm 
damage, tops from felled 
trees into useful wood chip 
mulch in MINUTES! 

•3 to 4 times FASTER than ordinary home- 
owner chipper/shredders which were 
originally designed for grinding up garden 

Wastes 18 HP Twin-Cylinder, 

as Opposed tO Electric-Starting Road- 

heavy chipping. 
•Sold 
FACTORY- 
DIRECT 

at great 
savings! 
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Please mail coupon today for FREE DETAILS 
about the Revolutionary DR® CHIPPER 
including prices of models from 10 to 18 HP 
and Factory-Direct Savings now in effect. 



City _ 



_ Zip _ 



COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 43227X I 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.drchipper.com | 



Mobile, AL, 6/9-13, Emery Freeman, (616) 452-3756; 
USS Barracuda, SSK 1/SST 3/SS 163, Melborne, FL, 
10/3-6, George Rashley, (321) 725-5053, banksp@a- 
o.com; USS Barry, DD 933, Baton Rouge, LA, 8/1-4, 
Larry Loss, (818) 549-9439, scarylarryloss@ 
netscape.net; USS Blackhawk, AD 9, San Antonio, 
10/22-27, Raymond Amrheim, (831) 724-3187, 
alois@pacbell.net; USS Bollinger, APA 234, Ruidoso 
Downs, NM, 9/24-26, Charlie Stewart, (936) 642-1704, 
fredfromjoplin@webtv.net; USS Bridge, AF 1/A0E 10, 
Aurora, CO, 8/20-22, Sylvester Smith, (303) 366-6771 , 
ussbridgeaf1@aol.com; USS Caliente, AO 53, Las 
Vegas, 10/20-23, Ron Hengl, (847) 526-1968, 
rmhengl@aol.com; USS Catron, APA 71, Philadelphia, 
9/26-30, Gordon Woods, (856) 854-7030; USS Chicot, 
AK 170, TBA, Charles Miller, (918) 341-2400; USS 
Colonial, LSD 18, Charleston, SC, 9/11-14, James 
Roberts, (615) 833-4948, lsd18@aol.com; USS 
Constant, MS0 427, Grove, OK, 8/31-9/2, Howard Hill, 
(918) 787-2577, bonnieh@gcinet.net; USS Coral Sea 



V4 Div, CVA 43, San Antonio, 10/10-13, Steven Motley 
Sr., (352) 245-1979, golfway215@aol.com; USS 
Cotton, DD 669, Atlanta, 9/18-22, Gerry Schollmier, 
(501) 794-1218; USS Davison, DD 618/DMS 37, 
Portland, OR, 9/10-15, Earl Lee, (619) 444-5384, 
dms37@sprintmail.com; USS Edison, DD 439, Fall 
River, MS, 9/22-24, Franklyn Dailey Jr., (413) 596-3752, 
dailey@crocker.com; USS English, DD 696, St. Louis, 
9/12-15, Paul Hill, (618) 259-7911, ccanthill@home. 
com; USS Ethan Allen, SSBN/SSN 608, Gaithersburg, 
MD, 10/4-6, Herb Richardson, (301) 977-6233, 
intrepid@ssbn608.org; USS Everett F. Larson, DD/DDR 
830, Asheville, NC, 9/30-10/4, Tom Nordquist, (937) 
667-9208, tnordqu670@aol.com; USS Fairview, E- 
PCE(R) 850, Rapid City, SD, 9/27-28, Aaron Klapkin, 
(605) 343-0073, avklapkin@rap.midco.net; USS 
Flusser, DD 368, Seattle, 9/18-22, Harry McMillan, (231) 
854-1956, ebdennis@austin.rr.com; USS Fort Snelling, 
LSD 30, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/4-7, Andy Anderson, 
(256) 351-0330, andy@aworldwide.com; USS Frank 



no logy, 
t. 




While another company might settle for inventing the industry's most highly 
reviewed radio, Bose® couldn't. We challenged ourselves to repeat our success - 
with the Bose Wave® radio/CD. We started with our patented acoustic waveguide 
speaker technology. It's what delivers the clear, natural, room-filling sound that 
Radio World called "simply amazing" in the Wave® radio. Then our engineers added 
a CD player for your favorite music. The Wave® radio/CD is available directly from 
Bose, the most respected name in sound. Call and ask about our risk-free satis- 
faction guarantee and our payment plan which lets you make 12 low interest-free 
monthly payments.* Order before June 30, 2002 and receive a free Bose CD car- 
rying case that holds 24 CDs. Then try the Wave® radio/CD in your own home. Once 
you hear it, we doubt you'll settle for anything less. 




FREE CD CASE 
Order before 
June 30, 2002. 



Call 1-800-836-6754, ext. T8983. 

For information on all our products: www.bose.com/t8983 



Better sound through research® 

©2002 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® radio design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. 
Installment payment plan and free CD case offer not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases. 
Payment plan available on credit card orders only and subject to change without notice. Quote: Frank Beacham, Radio World, 12/8/93. 
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comrades 



Knox, DDR 742, San Francisco, 11/6-10, Bob O'Kon, 
(954) 717-9906, bobokon@aol.com; USS Garrard, APA 
84, Lexington, KY 9/26-29, Lavern Wimer, (402) 765- 
7206; USS Gatling, DD 671, Norfolk, VA, 10/31-11/3, 
Gene Woodward, (757) 721-6058, eugenewoodward@ 
aol.com; USS General R.E. Callan, AP 139, Niagara 
Falls, NY, 10/4-9, H. Williams, (928) 758-2811; USS 
Uaverfield, DE 393, Annapolis, MD, 10/20/22, Larry 
Boddicker, (614) 888-3298, boddicker@columbus. 
rr.com; USS Henley, DD 391, Mansfield, CT, 7/19-21 , 
RoyAnglen, (217) 887-2372; USS Hocking, APA121, 
Seattle, 10/8-11, Henry Vancik, (509) 758-0449; USS 
Hyman, DD 732, Cleveland, 9/1-8, Robert Moldenhauer, 
(908) 276-3455, usshymandd732@aol.com; USS 
Ingraham, DD 444/DD 694/FFG 61, New Orleans, 5/15- 
19, Jerry King, (626) 339-9793, jandbking@earthlink. 
net; USS John Paul Jones, DD 230/932/DDG 32/53, 
Norfolk, VA, 10-14, Peter Maytham, (757) 357-3786, 
secad_pm@msn.com; USS Juneau, CL 52/CLAA 
119/LPD 1, Pensacola, FL, 9/5-9, Edwin Cox, (843) 537- 
5848, seawallcox@aol.com 

USS Kitty Hawk, CV/CVA 63, Branson, MO, 10/10-12, 
Sid McLaughlin, (423) 246-5276, sandsmci@tricon.net; 
USS Klondike, AD/AR 22, San Diego, 9/5-8, Don 
Farhenkamp, (952) 447-6060, donf1944@aol.com; 
USS Koiner, DE/DER 331/WDE 431, Albany, NY, 10/9- 
13, Ginny McCrabb, (61 0) 374-0489; USS Kula Gulf, 
CVE 108/AKG 10, Mobile, AL, 9/18-22, Andrew Warade, 
(727) 862-3058; USS Lackawanna, A 40, Niagara Falls, 
NY, 9/29-10/4, H. Williams, (928) 758-2811; USS 
Lavallette, DD 448, Duluth, MN, 8/14-18, Jack Wilkes, 
229) 294-8528, jackwi@surfsouth.com; USS LCS L 1- 
30, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/18-22, Walt Longhurst, (610) 
494-2956, wonderwalt@prodigy.net; USS Leary, 
DD/DDR 879, Nashville, TX, 9/18-22, Dick Englander, 
(941) 349-1134, crelibra1@att.net; USS Leyte and Air 
Grps, CV 32, Colorado Springs, CO, 10/10-13, Richard 
Bolin, (309) 928-3552; USS LST Assn Carolinas 
Chapter, Myrtle Beach, SC, 5/2-4, Calhoun Benton, 
(843) 449-7914, ccbenton@att.net; USS LST 312, New 
Orleans, 9/25-29, Pete Grillot, (504) 488-7426, 
ccinosr@aol.com 

USS LST 1001, Branson, MO, 9/27-30, Wilbur Turner, 
812) 336-3030, wturner@bloomington.in.us; USS LST 
033, Muskegon, Ml, 9/2-6, Bob Dodaro, (815) 469- 
4311, mamad@peoplepc.com; USS Mackerel, SST 
1/SS 204, Melborne, FL, 10/3-6, George Rashley, (321) 
725-5053, banksp@a-o.com; USS Marcus Island, CVE 
77, Albuquerque, NM, 9/25-29, Tom Sahm, (626) 792- 
8509, btyntom@pacbell.net; USS Marlin, SST 2/205, 
Melborne, FL, 10/3-6, George Rashley, (321) 725-5053, 
banksp@a-o.com; USS Meredith, DD 165/434/729/ 
890, Philadelphia, 10/15-20, Harry Wrede, (973) 839- 
0332, hlwcaw@aol.com; USS Milwaukee, AOR 2, 
Cleveland, 7/5-6, Ed Rothacker, (614) 876-9606, 
edrothacker@columbus.rr.com; USS Monongahela, 
TAO 42, Cle Elum, WA, 5/3-4, Don Varner, (330) 847- 
8176, popsigator@aol.com; USS Mount Katmai, AE 16, 
Reno, NV, 7/29-8/1, Mickey Granitch, (510) 352-1257, 
bgrantich@aol.com; USS Myles C. Fox, DD 829, 
Philadelphia, 9/20-21, William Quinn, (718) 984-9437, 
mylescdoc@aol.com 

USS Natoma Bay, CVE 62, San Diego, 9/8-10, 0. 
Alcorn, (661) 245-3869; USS Natrona, APA 214, 
Washington, 9/23-27, Donald Bates, (410) 838-6890, 
donaldbates@juno.com; USS Ogden, LPD 5, San 
Antonio, 10/10-13, Wilson MacFarlane, (781) 331- 
551 1 , btmacf@aol.com; USS Oklahoma City, CL 
91/CLG 5/CG 5/SSN 773, Scottsdale, AZ, 9/24-28, 
Frank A. Zaccaro, (727) 372-9692; USS Ostara, AKA 
33, Ft. Mitchell, KY, 8/29-9/1, George Swarts, (859) 
283-2984, gsw9131135@aol.com; USS Parks, DE 
165, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/10-13, Robert Ross, (802) 
635-7514, tfagan@cwa1034.org; USS Pensacola, CA 
24/LSD 38, Charleston, SC, 10/2-5, Ray Snapp, (937) 
339-3217; USS Quick, DD 490/DMS 32, Boston, 8/21- 
24, George Jordan, (949) 859-4345, cgjordan9@cs. 
com; USS Rehoboth, AVP/AGS 50, Branson, MO, 8/, 
Ross Carlson, (740) 363-4605, rcaptainsea@aol.com; 
USS Rocky Mount, AGC 3, San Diego, 1 0/1 6-21 , John 
Vreeland, (858) 277-0689, rockymount@worldnet.att. 
net; USS Rudyerd Bay, CVE 81, New Orleans, 10/10-13, 
William Flanagan, (406) 259-0697; USS Rupertus, DD 
851, San Diego, 9/12-15, Vince Cortese, (509) 946- 
4558, vince851@aol.com; USS Sabine, AO 25, 
Webster, TX, 9/9-12, Bob Rhodes, (419) 238-9499; 
USS Saginaw Bay, CVE 82/VC 78/VC 88, Arlington, NV, 
9/20-24, Rita Homman, (740) 654-1651 , ejhomman@ 
juno.com; USS Salamaua, CVE 96, Comp Sqdns VC- 
70, VC-87, Kansas City, MO, 10/10-12, Walt Johnson, 
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(913) 432-9760; USS Sibley, APA 206, Twin Falls, ID, 
9/12-14, Hank Garcia, (208) 733-3148; USS Sigourney, 
DD 643, Philadelphia, 10/2-5, Harry Depoy, (215) 547- 
4063; USS Sigsbee, DD 502, Las Vegas, 6/11-13, Billy 
Roberts, (928) 305-1977, billykr@aol.com; USS 
Skagit, AKA 105, Buffalo, NY, 9/11-15, Gerald Gaughan, 
(440) 777-9569, jharless@cox.net; USS Smith, DD 
378, Midland, TX, 10/7-10, E.R. "Ed" Buie, (915) 699- 
7017; USS Sproston, DD/DDE 577, Denver, 9/18-22, 
Buddy Moore, (970) 663-1497, blm65@earthlink.net; 
USS Swearer, DE 186, Albany, NY, 8/13-17, Walter 
Roberge Jr., (863) 956-4112; USS Taluga, AO 62, 
Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-22, James Young, (302) 234- 
7711; USS Tarawa 01 Div, CV/CVA/CVS 40, Laughlin, 
NV, 6/20-22, Gerald Smith, (410) 879-0450, 
picas9@msn.com; USS Tinsman, DE 589, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/13-18, Michael Langone, (781) 944- 
5877, bookmaker@attbi.com; USS Trenton, CL 11, 
Bloomington, MN, 9/11-15, Raul Reiling, (651) 633- 
7868, werd@fidnet.com; USS Wasp 18, CV/CVA/CVS 
18, Cruise, 11/9-15, Richard Vanover, (716) 649-9053, 
ronini@foothill.net 

USS West Point, AP 23, Pittsburgh, 9/26-28, Winton 
McLain, (509) 453-9947, wbmclain@earthlink.net; USS 
Whitehurst, DE 634, Silverdale, WA, 7/16-21, Max 
Crow, (915) 598-2606, crowmax@earthlink.net; USS 
Winston, AKA 94, 1 0/1 1 -1 3, Joseph Buckles, (81 2) 
877-3113, jbuckles@gte.net; USS Woolsey, DD 437, 
Harrisburg, PA, 9/18-22, John Kenes, (724) 437-1220, 
msgtkenesusmc@charter.net; VA-12, Norfolk, VA, 6/21, 
Joe Kyle, (734) 878-0556, kylejoe@hotmail.com; VC- 
27, Savannah, GA, 5/16-19, RoBert Cockle, cocklebl® 
aol.com; VC-94 "Flying Shamrocks," New Orleans, 9/1- 
5, Evelyn Sherman, (619) 435-1719, evelynhsherman@ 
aol.com; VF-213 Black Lions, Rochester, NY, 9/20-21, 
Ken Roesch, (585) 482-6235; VP-46, Dripping Springs, 
TX, 9/11-14, Richard O'Donnell, (512) 894-4355, 
frandod33@aol.com; VR-52-62 Detroit, Port Clinton, 
OH, 7/26-28, Bill Borrusch, (727) 862-6343, 
adcsbill@juno.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 



Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who 
have been awarded Life Memberships by their posts. Life 
Membership notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to Life Memberships, The American 
Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

Post 354, CA: Ralph L. Kerr, Wilfred H. La Rochelle 

Post 30, DE: Donald L. Callahan, Albert Mack, Lawrence 
E. Wiggins 

Post 825, IL: Edward M. Bercek 

Post 1993, IL: Thomas J. Coe 

Post 119, IN: Richard Nolan 

Post 191, MD: Phillip I. Overholtzer 

Post 46, MN: Kenneth Burggraff, Raphael Eckman, 
Leonard Gamradt, Gerald Gwost, Milo Hansen, 
Raymond Hoppe, Art Mosier, Robert Sowada, Andrew 
Starin, Lawrence Waldvogel, Florian Wotzka 

Post 1367, NY: Mason Aprile, Paul Arico, Edward 
Colucci, William Cowen, Andrew Ferretti, James 
Lindsey, William Moffett 

Post 156, PA: JohnT. Mihelcic 

Post 378, PA: Larry Brown 

Post 666, PA: Walter M. Collins 

Post 712, PA: Edward J. Breen, William J. Carroll, David 
Cherpak, Edward B. Clark, Ernest H. Clayton, Anthony 
B. Constantini, Robert E. Curtiss, Regis J. Donnelly, 
Harry E. Fulmer II, James Gubash, Robert K. Hartung, 
Charles J. Krupensky, Robert B. Lutes, David H. Prop, 
John W. Robertson, John R. Sabina, William H. 
Sanders, John A. Scrima, Edward A. Swatko, Thomas 
J. Tindall, Robert Trent Jr. 

Post 2, TN: Daniel A. Clancy, Walter A. Clancy II 

Post 2, Wl: John Kwapiszewski 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 



Readers who can help these veterans are urged to write a 
witness letter, including the CID number. Send the letters to 
CID, The American Legion Magazine, Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Notices are published only at the 
reguests of American Legion service officers representing 
claimants using "search for witness" forms available from 
Legion department service officers. 

505th Parachute Inf Rgt, 2nd Bn or 82nd Abn Div, 3/4 
Air Def Arty, C Btry. Kenneth Rucker needs witnesses 
to confirm his service during Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm. CID 1439 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Cav Div, 5th Cav Rgt, A Co. Anyone who served in 
Korea between October 1950 and July 1951 , 
contact David E.W. Hunt Sr., 7274 Tulane Road, 
Orange, TX 77630, call (409) 745-31 1 3 or e-mail 
felixhunt@exp.net. 

1st Loudspeaker and Leaflet Co. Any Army personnel 
who served in Korea between 1 950 and 1 951 , 
contact Don Hyatt, 1924 Andromeda Lane, Weston, 
FL 33327, call (954) 385-5589 or e-mail 
cisne@bellsouth.net. 

3rd Armd Div, 23rd Eng, D Co. Anyone who served in 
Hanau, Germany, between August 1963 and April 
1964, contact Eric Rodberg at (217) 645-3016 or e- 
mail egrj44@hotmail.com. 

3rd Armd Div, 36th Inf, 3rd Bn, B Co. Anyone who 
served at Kirch Goen's, Germany, between April 
1964 and February 1965, contact Eric Rodberg at 
(217) 645-3016 or e-mail egrj44@hotmail.com. 

5th Army, 10th Inf Bde, 1st Bn, B Co. Anyone who 
served at Ft. Carson, Colo., between March 1965 
and November 1965, contact Eric Rodberg at (217) 
645-3016 or e-mail egrj44@hotmail.com. 

6th Naval Beach Bn. Anyone who served at Omaha 
Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944, contact Arthur 
Marriott, 3980 Grove Trail, Loganville, GA 30052, 
call (770) 466-8323 or fax (770) 466-1591. 

8th Inf Div, 12th Eng Bn, C Co. Anyone who served in 
Dexheim, Germany, between March 1962 and 
August 1963, contact Eric Rodberg at (217) 645- 
3016 or e-mail egrj44@hotmail.com. 

10th Inf Div, 87th Rgt, G Co. Anyone who served at 
Ft. Riley, Kan., and Germany between January 1955 
and June 1957, contact Duane Muyres, 3608 
Canterbury Drive, Bloomington, MN 55431 or call 
(952) 831-3954. 

14th Comm. Any Army or Air Force personnel who 
served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, between 
1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, RO. Box 8, 
Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

38th Inf Div, 151st Inf Rgt, Easy Co. Anyone who 
served between May and September 1945 in the 
Battle of the Southern Philippines, contact Greg 
Giacomini, 325 W. Poplar St., S. St. Paul, MN 55075. 

42nd Eng Const Bn, A Co. Anyone who served at Ft. 
Richardson, Alaska, between 1950 and 1952, 
contact Howard Buchanan, 3328 Ridgecrest, 
Memphis, TN 38127, call (901) 358-1751 or e-mail 
buckb4@juno.com. 

61st Assault Heli Co. Anyone who served between 
1967 and 1972, contact James Beach, 7 Circle 
Drive, Belmont, NH 03220, call (603) 267-6957 or 
e-mail jsbeach@metrocast.net. 

74th CA (AA) Rgt and Bns. Anyone who served during 
WWII, contact Al Greene, 765 Gates Lane, Kodak, 
TN 37764 or call (865) 932-7719. 

110th Cbt Eng Bn. Anyone who served in Korea 
between 1945 and 1946, contact Ron Darrah, 8126 
Bittern Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46256, call (317) 594- 
9786 or e-mail darrah@prodigy.net. 

168th MP Co. Anyone who served in Egypt or British 
West Africa between June 1943 and April 1945, 
contact Burton E. Eastman, 112 State Route 61 East, 
Lot 30, Norwalk, OH 44857 or call (419) 660-9532. 

224th Chem Depot Co. Anyone who served in England 
during WWII, contact Charles T. Cummings, 211 
Rathbone Road, Marietta, OH 45750. 

323rd Ftr Interceptor Sqdn. Anyone who served at 
Truax Field in Madison, Wis., between 1956 and 
1959, contact Leon Seltenreich at (520) 868-3369 
or e-mail aksnowbirds@gigonet.com. 

398th Bomb Grp H. Anyone who served in England, 
contact Joe Klutzke Jr., 2666 State Road 25 North, 
Lafayette, IN 47905. 

412th Eng Const Bn. Anyone who served at Camp 
Desert Rock, Nev., during the Upshot-Knothole 
atomic tests in April and May 1953, contact Ray 
Buccanero, 10801 Sessions Ave., Upson, Wl 54565 
or call (715) 561-4945. 

449th Ord Heavy Automotive Maint Co. Anyone who 
served in Europe, particularly Normandy, between 
1944-1945, contact Ron Darrah, 8126 Bittern Lane, 
Indianapolis, IN 46256, call (317) 594-9786 or e- 
mail darrah@prodigy.net. 

457th AAA AW Bn, B Btry, 2nd Pit. Anyone who served 
during WWII, contact Ernest Stevens, N 2827 County 
Road F, Humbird, Wl 54746 or call (715) 964-6453. 

463rd Sig Heavy Const Bn. Anyone who served on 
Okinawa between 1945 and 1946, contact Al 
Daniels, 510 Spruce Drive, Lady Lake, FL 32159, 
call (352) 753-8820 or e-mail danshirleyal® 
cs.com. 



503rd MP Bn, B Co. Anyone who served at Ft. Bragg, 
N.C., in 1951, contact Bob Waffle, RO. Box 178, 
Tekonsha, Ml 49092 or call (517) 765-2612. 

555th Radar Bn (AF) Motor Pool. Anyone who 
served in fall 1944 and participated in the Battle of 
the Bulge, contact Pat Oglesby, c/o W.W. Ott, 6115 
Brent Ave. E., Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076 or e- 
mail mintex2@aol.com. 

764th AC&W Sqdn. Anyone who served at St. 
Albans, Vt., in 1958, contact Claude Holstein, 212 
99th St., Marmet, WV 25315, call (304) 949-1631 
or e-mail tlholstein@citynet.net. 

1961st AACS. Any Army or Air Force personnel who 
served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, between 
1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, PO. Box 8, 
Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

3444th MP Det. Anyone who served at Camp 
Stewart, Ga., in 1952, contact Bob Waffle, P.O. Box 
178, Tekonsha, Ml 49092 or call (517) 765-2612. 

6200th Air Police. Any Army or Air Force personnel 
who served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, 
between 1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, PO. Box 
8, Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

6200th Food Serv. Any Army or Air Force personnel 
who served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, 
between 1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, PO. Box 
8, Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

6208th Hosp. Any Army or Air Force personnel who 
served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, between 
1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, PO. Box 8, 
Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

8313th ACAN. Any Army or Air Force personnel who 
served at Camp O'Donnell, Philippines, between 
1953 and 1957, contact Ed Beck, PO. Box 8, 
Hartsville, SC 29551 or call (843) 332-7398. 

Air Force Sec Serv. Anyone flyers who participated 
in reconnaissance missions during the Cold War, 
contact Larry Tart at (814) 238-7067 or e-mail 
larrytart@aol.com. 

Comm Unit 41A. Anyone who served in the 
Admiralities, contact Ralph E. Ebersole, 228 S. 2nd 
St., Bainbridge, PA 17502 or call (717) 426-1913. 

Flight 3879. Anyone who went through basic training 
at Sampson Air Force Base in Romulus, N.Y., 
between September and December 1954, contact 
Ralph Donald Shrode, 4219 Tremont Road, 
Evansville, IN 47710 or call (812) 401-8237. 

HQ 1st Rgt. Anyone who served at Ft. Knox, Ky., 
between 1945 and 1946, contact Willard Phillips, 
315 Tiverton Lane, Steger, IL 60475 or call (708) 
754-0523. 

L Trp, 3rd Recon Sqdn, 3rd Armd Cav Rgt. Anyone 
who served in Kaiserslautern, Germany, between 
December 1962 and April 1965, contact Clem J. 
Petrick, R.R. 1 Box 79, Portland, ND 58274 or call 
(701) 786-4003. 

LST 283. Anyone who served during 1946, contact 
Hank Roehrich, 1280 Blue Point Ave. C27, Naples, 
FL 34102 or call (941) 775-4800. 

NAS Dispensary. Anyone who served in Pensacola, 
Fla., between 1948 and 1950, contact Jim Brogan, 
644 Birdbay Drive W, Venice, FL 34292, call (941) 
412-1186 or e-mail blujac@webtv.net. 

Naval Secondary Electronics School, Naval 
Research Labs, Anacostia, Md. Anyone who 
graduated in summer 1947, contact Richard A. 
Franklin, 7158 Klyemore Drive, Dayton, OH 45424, 
call (937) 233-4878 or e-mail rafranklin@aol.com. 

Personnel Section, HQ Co, 8th Cav Rgt, 1st Cav Div. 
Anyone who served at Camp Crawford in Hokkaido, 
Japan, between January 1953 and September 
1954, contact Allan Sanderson, 1301 3rd St. N.E., 
Oelwein, IA 50662. 

U.S. Army Rangers. Anyone who fought at Chiunzi 
Pass in Italy in September 1943, contact George 
Rhoads, 2008 Western Road, Iowa City, IA 52240, 
call (319) 351-5983 or e-mail roadjoy@aol.com. 

USS Burdo, APD 133. Anyone who served between 
1945 and 1946, contact Jim Caruso, RO. Box 313, 
Peapack, NJ 07977 or call (908) 234-1995. 

USS General G.M. Randall, AP 115. Anyone who 
served aboard the Coast Guard vessel between 
1 944 and 1 945, contact John Williamson, 51 1 
72nd St., Holmes St., FL 34217 or e-mail 
willjh80@aol.com. 

USS Parks, DE 165. Anyone who served during 
years of commission, contact Robert Ross, P.O. 
Box 11, Eden, VT 05652 or e-mail 
tfagan@cwa1034.org. 

USS Reclaimer, ARS 42. Anyone who served during 
Operation Dominic I between June and July 1962, 
contact Lloyd Morris, P.O. Box 309, Port Isabel, TX 
78578 or call (956) 943-4460. 



YO 194. Anyone who served aboard ship or was 
stationed in the boathouse at Bermuda between 
1950 and 1953, contact Richard Shellenbarger, 
9970 Cottage Allegany Road, South Dayton, NY 
14138. 



TAPS 



Miguel B. Canales, Dept. of California. Nat'l Sec. 
Cncl. Memb. 1982-1984 and Dept. Cmdr. 1987- 
1988. 

Frank D'Angelo, Dept. of Connecticut. Nat'l Law & 
Order Cmte. Memb. 1979-1980, Dept. Cmdr. 1983- 
1984, Nat'l Employment Cmte. Memb. 1985-1988, 
Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1987-1991, Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1988-1990 and 
Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1990-1991. 

Arthur H. Euler, Dept. of Ohio. Nat'l Memb. & Post 
Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1962-1963 and 1967-1968, 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1965- 
1966, Dept. Cmdr. 1969-1970, Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1971 , Nat'l Veterans Preference 
Cmte. Memb. 1971-1980, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1972-1976, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1976- 
1978, Nat'l Economic Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1976-1978, Nat'l Veterans Preference Cmte. 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Joan Rizzo, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o Fox Associates, Inc., 347 5th 
Ave., Suite 1110, New York, NY 10016. (212) 725- 
2106, FAX (212) 779-1928. All classified advertising 
is payable in advance by check or money order. 
Please make remittance payable to "The Ameri- 
can Legion Magazine." RATES: $24 per word. 
Count street addresses and box numbers as two 
words; all city, state and zip codes as three words. 
CIRCULATION: 2,550,000 per month. DEADLINE: 
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before 
cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 



SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

DRINK TOKENS. Catalog, (800) 233-0828. 

HEALTH/HEALTH-CARE PRODUCTS 

MEDICAL MOBILITY MIRACLES, WWW.Strutter. 
net, (888) 667-4046. 



INDIVIDUAL DENTAL INSURANCE, all ages, (800) 
621-7885. 



UGLY FUNGAL TOE NAILS? (800) 735-1698. 

DIABETIC SUPPLIES AT NO COST TO YOU, 
depending on insurances (no HMOs). Free 
delivery. Free consultation, (800) 254-4667. 

MISCELLANEOUS 



DISCOUNT CIGARETTES. Cartons start at $13.95. 
Toll free, (877) 234-2447, www.senecasmokes.com. 

CIGARETTES STARTING AT $8.95. Shipped confiden- 
tially from Seneca Indian Reservation, (800) 290- 
3788, www.killbucktradingpost.com. Must be 18+. 

MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 

MAKE MONEY WITH YOUR CAMERA. Interna- 
tional Freelance Photographers Organization, 
(800) 654-9557, www.ifpo.net. 

MUSIC/MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

AMERICAN OWNED AND OPERATED, Cleveland 
International Records. Free catalog of American 
music, (888) 240-1712, www.clevelandintl.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 



MAJESTIC EAGLE, patriotic gifts, www. 
notjusteagles.com. 

TAX FREE CIGARETTES, $9.99 to $29.99. Call 
now, (800) 542-6041. 



WWII LAST STOP USA! Looking for families of 
anyone who went through Camp Shanks, to or 
from Europe, interested in having a permanent 
individual "Brick of Honor" at the Camp Shanks 



Consultant 1978-1981 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1979-1984. 

Gene Foley, Dept. of Washington. Nat'l Law and Order 
Cmte. Memb. 1983-1984, Dept. Cmdr. 1990-1991, 
Nat'l Defense Civil Preparedness Rep. 1991-1993 and 
Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994. 

James A. Gilbert, Dept. of California. Nat'l Memb. & 
Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1960-1961 and 1966-1967, 
Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Exec. Section Memb. 1967-1968, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1969-1970, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1970-1971, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1970-1972, Nat'l Economic 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1971-1972, Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1983-1986 and 1993-1994 and Nat'l 
Constitution & Bylaws Cmte. Memb. 1991-1998. 

Lee Guy, Dept. of Texas. Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1977-1981, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1975-1978, 1981-1990, 1993-1994 and 
1 999-2001 , Dept. Cmdr. 1 981 -1 982, Nat'l Children & 
Youth Cmsn. Consultant 1981-1992, Alt. Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1988-1992, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1992-1996, Nat'l Children & Youth Liaison 1992- 
1996, Nat'l Children & Youth Regional Chmn. 1997- 
1998 and Nat'l Children & Youth Region 4 Memb. 
1996-2001. 

Ralph L. Preston, Dept. of New York. Nat'l Sec. Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 2001-2002. 



Memorial. Ed Dell, (845) 359-0567, edwarddell® 
aol.com. 



WWW.MILITARYPLUS.COM, serving veterans. 

CIGARETTES, 79 CENTS/PACK. Make your own. 
No rolling. Inexpensive machine. Quality, natu- 
ral tobacco. Free booklet, (800) 241-8171. 

WWW.GOLDMAPS.COM. 



PATRON SAINT MEDALS. All branches. Free 
catalog, (800) 334-2908. 

MILITARY CAPS/INSIGNIAS @ wwwflagsoftheworld. 
com. 

PERSONALS 



MEET NICE SINGLES. Christian values. Free cat- 
alog. Singles, Box 310-ALM, Allardt, TN 38504, 
(931) 879-4625. 



ASIAN WOMEN! Overseas. Sunshine Penpals, 
(808) 325-7707. 

RETIREMENT/RETIREMENT LIVING 

LOUISIANA: Tired of cold winters, high crime, 
city life? Visit, www.kentwoodla.org. 

TRAVEL/ RECREATION 



NYC HOTEL FOR VETS. $45 pp/day, 
www.ssmaclub.org, (800) 678-8443. 

VIDEOS 

WWI DOCUMENTARY, "The Return of Paul Jar- 
rett," winner 27 awards. Compelling story of 
last American officer revisiting trenches of 
France. Rare archival footage. Member dis- 
count. www.clarkjarrett.com, (310) 207-4915. 

WANTED 



JAPANESE SWORDS, (724) 413-3292. 



OLD GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 



OLD SLOT MACHINES, any condition, (317) 769- 
5009. 



CAMERAS, Leica, Hasselblad, Zeiss, Voight- 
lander, Nikon, Canon, Rolleiflex. Ritz Collectibles, 
(800) 956-9132. 



SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 455-2519. 



LOOKING FOR FIRST HAND INFORMATION on 
World War II construction, operation, closure, 
sale and dismantling of Canol Refinery located 
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada. Please write in 
confidence to: Canol Project, General Delivery, 
Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada, Y1A 3S7. Include 
description of information and contact details. 

WINE & BEER MAKING 



WINEMAKERS-BEERMAKERS. Free catalog, (800) 
841-7404. Kraus, Box 7850-LM, Independence, 
MO 64054. 
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HAT PINS • MEDALS 
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I • FREE COLOR CATALOG 
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■^BJ * 2500+ Military Designs 




o 


JmKBf * Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 
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.S^ * Gall now! Toll-free! 
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» • Custom pins & patches available. 
^BBIHI^ Dealer inquiries welcome. 
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HONORS 


> 


o 


by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 






P.O.Box 547AL, Peru, ll_ 61354 






Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


(/) 



* Lifetime Warranty ^SE^x 

* Nationwide Service fcjlT'M 



S\eep Comfort 

FREE ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

Video & 1-800-401-8692 

Brochure www.sleep-comfort.com 



NEED VIAGRA®? 

Have we got the nutritional 
supplement for you! 
SUPER V 

• No Prescription 

• take one hour before 

• low cost 

$29.95 • 30 tablets • $4.00 shipping 
Mother Nature's 
425 Etna Street #42 
St. Paul, Mn 55106 
1-800-458-1613 

"Registered trademark of Pfizer" 







FACTORY SALE 


UP TO 

40% 

OFF 
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RHODES HEARING 
FREE CATALOG! 

MINI-CANAL 

Mrrr^TVPM.v.Hii.i 



•SAVE HUNDREDS! 
♦ 45 DAY TRIAL! 



CALL OR WRITE: 

RHODES HEARING 

201 R11 OHIO ST., 
Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT R11 



Enjoy an active 
rewarding lifestyle! 

Scooter Lifts & Ramps Available, 
Quality & Savings You Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter Discounters 





I 



Cold War Victory Medals 



The Cold War Campaign Medallion & the Cold War 
Star were struck from a Russian SS-l l ICMB nuclear 
missile dismantled in Novgorod, Russia. These 
beautiful handcrafted medals were made to honor 
all Cold War Veterans for their Cold War Victory. 
Customers agree, "they make a fantastic display"! 

For a unique piece 
of military history, 
send $19.95 to: 

Fallout Products, PO 
Box 10603, Truckee, 

ca 961 62 Supplies Limited 

A Vietnam Veteran Project - Private Issue 



wwwJalloutproducts.com • Call (530) 550-0392 PST 



A Historic Find! 

1878 -The 
First Morgan 
f Silver Dollar! 





$ 
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95 
ea. 



513118 Brilliant 
Uncirculated Condition 

From the estates of a prominent California 
banker, a mint sealed bag of 1000 first year 
of issue 1878-S (San Francisco Mint) Mor- 
gan Silver Dollars, all in blazing brilliant un- 
circulated condition. While supplies last, a 
great opportunity to own this historical 125 
year old silver dollar. Limit 5 per order. Add 
$4 per shipment for postage and insurance. 

Ml 1-800-835-0008 

| Accepted | N ew York residents add sales tax where applicable. 

Eastern Numismatics Inc. internet 

642 Franklin Ave., Garden City, N.Y. 1 1530 USCOinS.COm 




AWARD CASES 

ALSO MEDALS AND RIBBONS 
Solid hardwood, gunstock walnut finish. Full 1 " 
between glass and black, blue, red or white 
velvety mounting board. 5"x7" -$18.95, 
8"x10* -$24.95, 11 "x14 ff -$29.95, 
14 ff x20" - $39.95, 20 "x24" -$59.95. Add 
$5.00 shipping per case. (No R0. Boxes) 
R.ANDREW FULLER COMPANY 

Box 2071 -L, Pawtucket, Rl 02861 
VISA/MCAccepted (WrrteforFREECatalog) 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

• Over 175 styles 
•FREE catalog 
•High quality 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5E Hingham, MA 02043 
1-£00-992-WIPE www.wideshoeg.com 




*t FLAGS, FLAG CASES, 
* PARADE & MEMORIAL 
DECORATIONS 

Full- Color Catalog 
CALL 800-628-3524 




CARR0T-T0P INDUSTRIES, Inc 
O.Box 820 Dept. MA02AL02 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
www.carrot-top.com 



AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to: 

ATHENA PRESS 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 

1001 Brickell Bay Dr. #2202, Miami, FL 33131 



Loose Dentures? 



| PERMA-SOFT II 

| Professionally reline your 
| Dentures inexpensively at Home! 
I One application lasts up to 2 years. 
I Tightens, Cushions and Stops Gum Shrinkage! 
| FREE Brochure Call: 1-800-988-9194 or Write: 
I Perma Labs, P.O. Box 134-L • Millersburg, Ohio 44654. 



2 SEAT BIKE 



Drives Like a Car! 

Easy to Pedal 
Multi-Speed 
Street Legal 
1,2&4Seater. 

Free Literature 




MOVING? 





HEARING AIDS 

UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

* ALL MAKES & MODELS * TERMS ARRANGED 

* 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE • ALL MAKE REPAIRS 

• CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, 1161110 



A treasured 
symbol of your 
service 




I 



Choose from over 140 different rings 
Classic Military Rings are in a different 

■ league from typical service rings. They're 
| proudly worn by over 18,000 servicemen and 

■ women, both active duty and veterans. 

Call today for a FREE color catalog: 
1 1 -503-731 -9256 (24 hr. recorded 
^message). Or write: Classic Military Rings, 
1 435 SE 85th Dept. A-502, Portland OR 97216. 



www.ClassicRings.com | Code A-502 



Celebrate July 4th & All Events 

BIG-BANG® CANNON 

GREAT GIFT IDEA! . $159.95 




The only SAFE substitute 
for fireworks! Cannons 
produce a loud bang with a 
realistic flash of light. Patented in 1907. Made of cast iron and sheet 
metal, Easy loading and firing, Great for display when not in use. Made 
in the USA to last a lifetime. Available in 3 sizes: 9" cannon, $69.95 
postpaid; 17" cannon, $129.95 postpaid; 25" cannon (shown here) 
with rapid firing and automatic loading, $159.95 postpaid. The larger 
the cannon the louder the bang! Bangsite® ammo, about 100 shots, 
$8.50; 3-pack $20.00. Spark plugs, 3-pack $2.00. Order via mail, 
phone or website. Mastercard, Visa, check or money order accepted. 
Money back guarantee. Send for FREE CATALOG! 
The Conestoga Co., Inc., DeptAL, PO Box 405, Bethlehem, PA 18016 

Call 1-800-987-BANG 

www.bigbangcannons.com 



MEN: BE TALLER!! 



TIRED OF BEING 
SHORT? TRY 
OUR HEIGHT 
INCREASING 
SHOES FOR MEN. 
UP TO 3" TALLER. 
OVER 100 STYLES. 
HIDDEN HEIGHT INCREASER. IN BUSINESS SINCE 
1939. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE . CALL OR WRITE 
TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG. 
www.elevatorshoes.com 




ELEVATORS®! 

RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. AL25 
RO. BOX 3566, FREDERICK, MD 21705 



1-800-343-3810 




Autumn View I 
$17,715 



We Ship Anywhere In The USA!!! 10,000 Sizes, Bolt-Together Steel 
| Buildings & Homes. Call Today For A Price Quote And Brochure. 



HERITAGE BUILDING SYSTEMS. 

800.643.5555 
heritagebuildings.com 




northAmerican Offers 
Moving Discount 

SAVE $$$ 

On Your Next 
Interstate Move! 

North American Van Lines offers 
American Legicn members a minimum 50% 
discount on interstate moves. Let North 
American, the world's largest professional 
mover, transport your household goods with 
moving services to meet every need and 
budget. In addition to saving 50%, you will 
receive up to $50,000 coverage on your 
household goods at no charge. 

For more information or a free estimate 
call: North American Van Lines/Moving 
Solutions 

1-800-524-5533 

Email: andy 2828@aol.com 




3000 Official 
Medals, Badges, 
Patches & Insignia 
Army • Navy 
Marines 
• Air Force 

Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

■SlSSy 1 1 -800-486-1 651 



www.usmedals.com 



Visit our 
Web Store 



Unlimited Free Backgrounds JEjj| ,/ 
from Original Standard Recordings! fRHHk 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator 7 ™ _ { -^hP^ 
VE-4 Free Brochure /Demo gdKw-'LjPs / 
24 Hour Demo/Info Line ■ WP^gBi I 

(770)482-2485 -Ext7 3 WfgF , 3<iil§gJ 

LT Sound Dept AL1 7980 LT Parkway.Lithon'ia, GA 30058 

Internet www. L.TS0 unci, corn 
Better Than Karaoke For Over 25 Years! 



Established 1929 



RUPTURED 



NO SURGERY 
NO INJECTIONS 



NO BELTS 
NO STRAPS 



Sykes Hernia Control Service 

308 2™ 1 St. No. Stillwater, MN 55082 
Phone (651)275-1900 
Available under Medicare 




1895 ' j lfe5ilSfe Mimmmwir miM 

.^^^^^sx "Ask for our colorful catalog" 
ALL KINDS - ALL HeS - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



www.vetssupplyline.com 
1-800-864-5062 

SEND $1.00 FOR 48 PAGE CATALOG 

VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10650 CO. RD. 81, #131 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS - NAVY SHIP CAPS 




I US & MILITARY FLAGS 
MILITARY BALL CAPS 
FLAG LAPEL PINS 

Distinguished Products 

888-954-3524 
www.flagsale.net 




New& WORLD'S Buy, Sell, 
Used LOWEST PRICES &Trade 





ElectroEase.com 

* Scooters • Adjustable Beds 4 qaa 7A7 Af\CA 

• Lift Chairs • Stair Lifts I "OUU"/ L I ' 1 30*1 
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parting shots 




How Long? 

An Army private filling out a questionnaire for a 
correspondence course was puzzled by the question, 
"How long has your employer been in business?" He 
thought for a moment, then wrote, "Since 1776." 

Illegally Parked 

A driver tucked this note under the windshield 
wiper of his automobile: "I've circled the block for 20 
minutes. I'm late for an appointment, and if I don't 
park here I'll lose my job. Forgive us our trespasses." 

When he came back, he found a parking ticket and 
this note: "I've circled the block for 20 years, and if I 
don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. Lead us not 
into temptation." 




Some Service 

A young lad was visiting a church for the first 
time, looking at all the announcements and posters 
along the walls. 

When he came to a group of pictures of men in 
uniform, he asked a nearby usher, "Who are all those 
men in the pictures?" 

The usher replied, "Why, those are our boys who 
died in the service." 

Dumbfounded, the boy asked, "Was that the morn- 
ing service or the evening service?" 

Some Bonus 

Living on earth is expensive, but it does include a 
free trip around the sun. -Anonymous 





"And then I saw a poster that said, 
'Join the Navy and see the world/" 
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Asbestos Cancer Hits Former Sailors 



• Many who served aboard ship in the 1940's, 1950's, 1960's and early 1970's 
were exposed to asbestos. 

• Due to the long latency period of these diseases, some are now coming down 
with asbestos-related cancers. 



IF YOU NOW HAVE MESOTHELIOMA or 
LUNG CANCER, OR A LOVED ONE HAS 
RECENTLY DIED FROM ONE 
OF THESE CANCERS 

For Medical Resources: 



Visit the Mesothelioma Web: www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 
or call toll-free 1-877-367-6376 to receive a free packet or to ask 
questions. (Packet includes information on mesothelioma treatment, clinical 
trials, cancer links, how to access legal and financial resources, and frequently 
asked questions with answers by the law firm below.) 




For Information on Compensation from the Asbestos Industry: 
Law Offices of Jonathan David, P.C.* 

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 
Handling cases nationwide with 
local counsel in state of filing. 

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 





Call Toll-free 1-800-998-9729 



"licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 



■ 



COOL NO-IRON SLACKS 

)0 w«h fuii j-t-r-e-t-c-h Waist 




s-r- 



Matching 
Shirts 
only $ 10 each 

Handsome patterns accent chest! A perfect 
match to the slacks! Handy chest pocket. 
Roomy sleeves. Cotton/polyester knit. 

100% Wash & Wear. Imported. 
Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) 
XU46-48) 2XU50-52) 3XL(54-56) & 
4XU58-60) All sizes one low price! 



R E T C H WAIST 



Wear them with a belt or without; 
you'll love the comfort! 

The cool, crisp cotton and 
polyester poplin is just right 
for long hot summer days & 
it's 100% NO IRON machine 
wash and dry easy care too. 
Plus you get: 

• Full elastic waist AND 
belt loops 

• Front zipper and 
snap closure 

• NO-IRON wash & wear 

• 2 front pockets 

• 2 back flap button thru 
pockets 

• 6 FAVORITE COLORS: 
Choose from Tan, Maize, 
Sea Green, Blue, Berry & 
Black and shirts to match! 



Full Elastic Waist with 
Front Zipper & Snap Close! 




2 Big Side Pockets! 
2 Button-Flap Back Pockets! 




Belt Loops too, 
including Center Back! 




:t j f Card # 

* / / f f \ Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

J #V^ W DukeHabernickel 1 100%Satisfac 
r ▼ 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. I |~~|j2)o rdei 
Peckville, PA 18452 | 0§ Fast! 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Peckville, PA 18452 

Send slacks & shirts. I enclose $ purchase 

price plus ^WCCtoward postage. Postage is FREE on this order! 

GA residents 



add sales tax 
Imported 



Waist: 30 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
Big Men (just $4 more per pair): 46 48 50 52 54 
Inseams: S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) XL(33-34) 



Slacks 2 for $29.99 



Matching Shirts $10 each 



7A2-0X1 



02 



05 



EA 



01 



MP 



BB 



Tan 



Blue 



Berry 



Black 



Maize 



Sea Green 



What 
Waist? 



What 
Inseam? 



□ 



Check 



□ Visa □© 



How 
Many^ 



7A2-1H8 



02 



9T 



05 



06 



JJ 



Tan Shirt 



White Shirt 



Blue Shirt 



Grey Shirt 



Cream Shirt 



What 
Size? 



How 

Many*; 



□ 



□ 



_Exp.: . 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



?S r ca« 1-800-543-4810°* 



Order on line at 
www.haband.com 



